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Ports. Tas 2 

eceived 

Arrived out. this day. 

Taras — Yokohama Jan. 10 Jan. 15 

edo ..... _ dan. 14 

Osaka and Hiogo... _- Jan. 10 
Hakodadi ...... 

Nagasokt Jan. il Jan. 16 

CarraA — Peking ... 

Tien-tsin 

Chefoo ...... 

New-chwang 

Hankow ...... Jan. 14 Jan, 15 
K{o-kiang - Jan. 16 
Chin-ktang... 

Shanghai Jan. 12 Jan. 19 
Ningpo . = Jan. 17 
Foochow Jan. 15 dan. 17 
Formosa 

Amoy ... - Jan, 19 
Bwatow ... _- Jan, 20 
Hong Ken Jan. 16 Jon, 25 
Canten .., - Jun. 24 
Macao .,....... - Jan. 24 

PuILIPPENrs - 

M Jan, 10 Jan. 18 
_ Jan, 15 

Borxeto—labuan ... _ Jan. 24 
Sarawak... 

Java — Batavia ... Jan. 24 Jim. 26 
Samarang _ Jan, 24 
Sourabaya ... _ Jan, 22 

MALaceca Srratte— 

Singapore Jan. 2 Feb, 1 
Penanz Jan, 23 Feb. 3 

Crerton—(alle ... Feb. 6 Feb. 9° 

Colombo ... Feb. 7 Feb. 8 








THE MAILS, &c. 


bas 

The next inward mall (French), due on Monday next, should bring the following 
dates:— Yokohama. Jan. 23; Shanwhai, Jan 26; Hong Kong, Feb. 1; Singapore, 
Ped 9; Galle, Feb. 17 The Hooghly, with this mail, is reported as passing through 
the Suez Canal 

Te Jatest Hong Kong telegrams are those in advance of the succeeding mail 
(Feb 8), and were received on Feb. 28. Shanghai telegrams by Grant's Kiachta 
service are expected about the 20th instant. Outward messages by this line are 
Geaspatched every Tuesday 

Correspondence from Japan to Ard Jan., via San Francisco, is due on the 9th inst. 
Teélear ims of the succeeding mail (Feb 23) due on the 18th, 

The British Indian cable between Bomnay and Aden has been successfully laid, 
and the Red Sea section was to commence on the 5th. 


Vist of ‘Passengers. 


PASSENGERS INWARD 

By this mail, to Marseilles, per 2. and O. steamer Ripon, arrive March 4 —From 
Yokohama: Mr. Joka. Froth Shanghai: Mr. Seare Vrs He Wing, and one second. 
elus« pas-enger. From Hong Kong: Mr..Wood. From Singapore: Mr. Campbell 
From Ceylon: Mr. Wood« 

‘Te Southampton, per P. and O. steamer Syria, expected to arrive March 12.—From 
Shanghai: Mrs. Overweg, two children, and two servants, Mr. Gilfillan and thee 
children Frm Hong Kong: Mra, Crant three chiidre>. and « rvant, Mrs. Hughes 
and three children, Mra. tuncanson. Capt. Johnsen, Mr. McGregor, Mr Hebden and 
two second class passengers, Froj Sifigapore: Mr. and Mr«, Wells and three chil- 
dren, From Ceylon: Mr and Mrs, Molesworth and six children, Mra. Mainwaring, 
Mr. |'ayrter, Mrs. Parsona, and one second-class pascnyer, 

By lest Bombay mail to Marseilles, per steamer Afasilia, arrived Feb, 26.—From 
Singapore: Mr. Zurhetlen 

-f To Sou hampton, per P, and O. steamer Vyenza, arrived March 5.—From Hong 


Ong: Capt. Brougham. 
PASSENGERS OUTWARD. 
~ Per Pacific mall steamship America, feom San Francisco, Feb, 1, His Excellency 
Gov. Lowe, Minister to China and family, Mr. Cornwall, Rev. Henry Biodgett, wife 
ami danghier. Mise Diamond, Mr Mendson, Henry Murray, Bernard Harrold ant 
wife, Bo Castenta. Rie ard Lindaa. W. M. Coclingham, Jas. MH Lith. G. Waili-, 
Go. Baker, Mo Matcaby, T M. Tacquemon', Henry W. Living-1on, jun, H. M. 
Mianchard, W.N. Tooall and wife, Charles Vogel, H. King, Com. Cleveland, RN. 
oi Moore, Alice Melionad. 

‘er P. and O. steamer Pera from Southampton, March 5.—To Yokohama: Mr 
©. Preart. To Hong Kong: Mr. Alexander, RE, Commodsre J, A. P Pree, Mr. 
W. J. 8. Cannon, Mr. G. Bishop. To Ceylon: Mr. and Mrs. J, G. Thomson, Mr. T. 
Farr, Capt. Harris, 

Per PV. and O steamer Ripon. from Marseilles March 13 —To Yokohama: ous 
and Mrs. Kinder, 
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Mr. Tookey, Miss Tookey. To Shanghai: Mr. J.B. Bromley, Mr, 


([Price 9d., with Sup. 1s, 34 —Snb. 30a. per 
anu., postage includeu Sup. 12s. extra. 





A. Hickling, Mr. and Mrs. Dow, Miss Dow, Mr. and Mra, Beazley, Mr. W. Pag, 
Miss Aspinwall, Mr. A. Schroers, Mr. Biker, Mr. F. 8. Deacon, Mr. ¥. W. Lodge. 
To Hong Kong: Mr. T. Merry, Mr. E. Deacon, Mr. and Mrs. 1). R. Crawford and 
two children, Mr. R. 4. Honston Mr. James Whittall, Mr. H. Hickling, Mr. UH. Hughes, 
Mr. Wilson. To Ceylon: Mr. F. J. Brown. 

Per P. and O. stexmer Nyanza_ from Southampton, March 19,—To Hong Kong 
Mr. H. K. Jones. To Ceylon: Capt. Sharpe, Mr. D. H. Freeland. 

Per P. and 0. steamer Bangalore from Marseilles, March 27.—To Shanghai: Mr. 
Skeggs, Mr. J. G. Weston, Mr. T.G Paget, Mr. Dyce, Mr. Drysdale, Mr. &. Whreley. 
To Hong Kong: Mr. and Mrs. Patterson, Mr. and Mra Wild, Mr. and Mrs. Galton, 
Mr. E. P. Galton, 


Sunanarp of Hetos from the Far East. 
JAPAN. 
YOKOHAMA. 
From this port we have advices to the 15th January. The out- 


ward mail, with London dates to Nov. 25, was received on the 12th 
January. The news is extremely meagre ; we take the following 


few items from the Japan Times. 

The special meeting of the members of the Yokohama United 
Club, called to consider the advisability of wholly transferring the 
assets and liabilities to Mr. W. H. Smith, and adjourned until the 
3rd Jan., was held on that day. The meeting was very thinly 
attended. After a few remarks made by one or two members, the 
motion was put and carried, a number present not voting either 
for or against the resolution. Trusting Mr. Smith will be able to 
carry out his ideas, and that it will be a prosperous undertaking 
we leave him to his task. 

This meeting was followed by another, called to transact business 
Matters connected with the Church. The only changes made were 

he election of Messrs. Dalziel and Dallas as trustees in place of 
Messrs W.H. Smith and Simpson, Mr. H. Boyle being again ap- 
pointed treasurer. 

The rec2nt murder, the several suspicious deaths by drowning, 
the late assault case and the scandalous midnight outrage which 
followed it—these all show us that from offences against pro- 
perty Japanese criminals have been encouraged to advance to 
offences against the person, that our streets are safe neither by 
day nor night, that the silent highway of our harbour is as inse 
cure a road as ever was the Canton river, that others than rowdieés 
require to be reminded that the law is to be feared, not mocked, 
that impunity bas given use to licence, that, to sum up, a strong 
police force is for Yokohama an absolute necessity. 

Legal matters have, of late, occupied the time of the British and 
American Consuls to a great extent. A case was tried in the 
United States Consular Court recently, in which the Japanese 
Government charged an American subject with unlawfully ship- 

ing, and attempting further to ship, sundry hides, without having 
First obtained the Custom’s permit. The case being clearly proved, 
his Honour, with the assent of the assessors, very properly con- 
demned the defendant to forfeit all the hides, about 800, seized 
by the authorities, and to pay duty o/ five per cent on the hides 
actually shipped, together with the costs of the action. 

We regret to find in this number of the Japan Times Overland 
Mail, an announcement that it is the last, owing to the health of 
the pruprietor and editor having broken down. Afreport hrs been 
current in London that Mr. Lay had purchased the Japan Times, 
and that it would be edited by Mr. Howell, 

The Japan Gazette has the following :—“The loan that has 
been effected to the Government by Mr. Lay, for the coristruction 
of railways, is so far an accomplised fact, that the first draft, to 
the amount of $500 000, has been actually paid to them. Itis un- 
derstood that engineers to superintend the works will be her ina 
very short time, and that they will commence the necessary 
surveying, levelling, &c, at once. The line between Yedo and 
O-aca will not be all plain sailing, as there is at least one 
mountain range to be crossed, and many large rivers. In fact, 
w: do not think the present loan of one million pounds sterling 
will be anything like sufficient for the work that is to be done. 
Itisa deel laghexing. however, and must certainly prove a profit- 
able investment for the Government, if it be properly carried ous, 
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The threatened scarcity of rice, which we alluded to in former 
issues as probable, is unfortunately verified. Already in some of 
the western districts it is so scarce that an order against its export 
has been put forth. The very large importations by foreigners, 
however, have already prevented the distress reaching the extent 
it might have done ; and the large quantity still on the way, with 
the yet unfulfilled orders to come forward, will do mueh to stave 
off anything like actual famine, and even famine prices. 

The Government are about to sell to foreigners a further con- 
siderable quantity of land on the Binffs above Yokohama, on the 
17th inst, The lots alremdy sold are now generally oc- 
cupied by residences of greater or less pretensions, and the au- 
thoritics have doubled the upset price. Shortly after this sale. of 
country lands the land reclaimed from the swamp at back of 
the settlement will be sold, and no doubt will bring good prices. 
It seems hard, however, for those who want land for business pur- 
poses now, that they should have to pay for it in addition to the 
annual ground rental, as the first 176 lots were leased without any 
payment and most of the best lots fell into the hands of the 
richest firms without any preliminary mulct whatever. 

The event that was most on the minds of our residents at the 
departure of the last mail was the murder of an English subject, 
Mr. Hoey, in cold blood. The Japanese authorities profess to be 
after the murderers, and are said to have secured one of them. 
We doubt their having the true murderers at all. But the Bng- 
lish authorities have taken the matter very quietly. No reward 
has been offered for the apprehension of the culprits, and it looks 
as if the affair would he allowed to blow over as usual. 

The first messages between Yokohama and Yedo have passed 
along the wires to-day (Jan. 7). It will be some little time before 
the arrangements are complete for the general use of the tele- 
graph by the public, but i¢ will be managed as suon as possible. 


(FROM A CORRESPONDENT.) 
NaaasakI, Jan. 13, 

The P. and 0. steamer Cadiz brought the English mails of 
Oct. 22nd, and Nov. 5th and 19th, all of which came to hand on 
the llth instant,the two former mails having been lying in 
Shanghai awaiting a British steamer to bring them over to this. 
Formerly Messrs. Adrian and Co.’s steamers performed the service 
for us, but owing to depression in freights the whole of the steamers 
have been recently sold to the Japanese, with the exception of one, 
the Orissa, and this vessel has been under repairs at this port for 
some time past, but has now recommenced running again. The 
P. and O. steamer Cadizis the only spare one the company have on 
this side to perform the loop line service between Shanghai and 
Yokohama, viz., Nagasaki and Hiogo, and she deranged her 
machinery last triptoShanghai, and wasdetained there, or we might 
have received the 22nd Oct. and 5th Nov. mails some ten days 
sooner than we did. The P. M.S. S. Company formerly brought 
our mails, but owing to some cause or other the postmasters on board 
those vessels received instructions from Washington not to carry 
the English mail box, and the result is we are in an awkward fix 
just now ; so that until the P. and 0. Company run steamers every 
fourteen days I should recommend all important letters to be ad- 
dressed to some person in Shanghai, who would send them on to 
this. 

We are no better off with the French Mail, as the M. I. C. send 
the Nagasaki mail to Yokohama, and the London and China Ex- 
press ymblished per that chance takes ninety to one hundred days 
to reach me ; that of the 28th October is not yet to hand. 

By some persons it is thought that Nagasaki was quite overlooked 
when the mail contract was made, but my opinion is that the 
Government took the Board of Trade Returns to guide them, 
which however correctly compiled will not give you an idea of 
the trade of Nagasaki to and from England. In order to show 
you clearly I will give you a few facts which may be of sume service 
to you: Nearly the whole of the tea prepared by foreign firms 
here for the Enylish market is sent by steamer to Shanghai, and 
there transhipped into clipper vessels or steamers bound for Eng- 
land, and as these are generally large powerful vessels, the passage 
is generally made in less time than by vessels direct ; in a like 
mauover we get most of our imports, as vessels loading in England 
for this generally do so, vic Yokohama, and find their way to this 
six or eight months out from England, and the time occupied 
is so long that it is generally found to be cheaper to incur the 
additi nul expense and save interest, to say ncthing about the 
risk of losing a market for your goods. 

The most important news I have to communicate to you this 
mail is the persecution of the native converts by the Japanese 
Government, who. it is said,do this at the inscigation of the Japanese 
priests. At the northern end of this harbour lies the village of 
Ourakami, in which place the French Catholic missionaries have 
succeede-l in making a large number of converts to their faith, and 
it is frum this village that about 4,000 men, women, and children 
have been apprehended during the past week and placed in 
godowns, and on Sunday, the 9th inst., they were sent away from 
this port, but their fate or destination no one seems to know at 

resent ; but the prevailing opinion is that they will be destroyed 
y drowning, not singly, but by siuking the junks, into which they 
were packed like sheep. 

In addition to the junks, several steamers were employed in this 
inhuman work, and rs informed by gvod autho ity that we only 
Saw @ very small nuygber leave, and that a far greater number 
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were marched overland to Tookeetz, where several vessels were 
ready to receive them. I hear that the Japanese authorities do 
not charge them with any crime, or with resisting any of the laws 
of Japan, beyond that they are Christian converts, for which 
the local officers had received instructions to take the steps 
they have. During the interviews which took place between M. Dury, 
French Consul,and the Governorof Nagasaki,respecting the prison- 
ers, the latteris reported to have said that su farashe. was concerned 
he was perfectly indifferent as to what religion his subjects profess, 
but that he was compelled to execute his orders, however much 
his feelings might be to the contrary. These smooth-tongued 
remarks are nothing but diplomacy, at which the Japanese are 
great adepts, and do not agree with the manner in which the orders 
Were carried out; for the subordinate officers, who behaved with 
much cruelty, acted more the part of African savages than like 
Japanese, who I always thought were of a more noble nature. I 
could give many illustrations which will cause much indignation 
to be felt in England, but will confine myself to three cases. 
One is where a woman gave birth to a child the previous ni ht, 
was dragged next day more dead than alive to the vessel, togethia 
with the infant one day old; another, a poor old woman, between 
eighty and ninety years of age, too feeble to walk, and who could 
not possibly live in this world much longer, she, too, was carried 
off. The other casesI will putin one. Little children, varying 
in age from children at the breast to those of four or five years 
old, being locked up together in godowns, separated from their 
mothers. Now, if the governor was sincere in his assurances, he 
could have found a way to carry out orders with as little cruelty 
as possible. Sir Harry Parkes, H.B.M. Minister, while here 
endeavoured to induce the governor to postpone carrying out the 
order for twenty days, which would have given him time to confer 
with his colleagues at Yedo, but without etfect. 

Sir Harry Parkes left this by P.M.S. Oregonian on the 4th 
inst, for Hivugo and Yokohama ; previous to his departure he paid 
a visit to the Takisima coal mine, which is worked with English 
capital and machinery, under the supervision of English engi- 
neers, and raises about 200 tons per day; competent judges sa 
this can be easily increased to 500 tons with the present appli- 
ances. The coal discovered at Amax is said to be anthracite, and 
compares very favourably with American! The Japanese now 
work their coal mines with more energy than formerly, and the 
produce is shipped on native account to Shanghai through the 
medium of foreigners, and it is a noticeable fact that not only is 
the quantity increasing, but the quality is improving ; it is now 
becoming a question whether the Japanese mines worked by 
foreigners will not interfere with the coal from England, and 
whether that branch of business will not be made unprofitable, as 
the Takasima can, at the present rate of freight, be delivered from 
a vessel’s side at Shanghai at $7} to $7} per ton, which price gives 
a very good profit to the mine owner. 

Messrs. Underwood and Co., auctioneers of this place, yesterday 
sold by public auction the household furniture, é&c., of the late 
Col. Von Siebold, but the sale did not include his collection of 
fossils and plants, which I hear will be sold privately. 

The local authorities here are doing their utmost to make 
retrograde movements ; they propose that the Consuls agree to 
thear removing one of the Bund jetties, also the landing stage up 
the creek which separates Oura from Sagromatz ; the latter, if agrees 
to, will be the means of almost rendering the rear lots of the 
settlement next to valueless. They are also endeavouring to 
induce the Consuls to prohibit the residents from visiting the 
parts of the country adjacent to Nagasaki; both proposals I ho 
will berejected by the foreign representatives ; the latter gapecially, 
as one of the places proposed to be made forbidden ground is no 
less than Tokeez, which is known to almost every visitor to this 
place, as the road leading to it is the only flat one to be found 
near to this, suitable for riding on. 

The British barque Hastern Chief is loading tobacco and general 
cargo for London ;the rateof freight has been reduced to £2 16s. 6d. 
per fifty feet. Exchange on London 4s. 6d. per $ ; Niboes 420 to. 
425 per $100. 

The corvette Iho Sho Maru, last from Galway, arrived here 7th 
instant. 

The Nagasaki Patent Slip has been sold to the Japanese 
Government, I hear. 

LATER ADVICES VIA SAN FRANCISCO. 

By the steamer Japan, Capt. Freeman, which arrived at San 
Francisco on 16th Feh., we have dates from Yokohama, 24th Jan. ; 
Hiogo, 20th ; Nagasaki, 18th. The items which we have received 
have been partly anticipated by Atlantic Cable telegrams, and 
reported in our issue uf 21st Feb. ae 

Extensive fires at Yokohama, burning down an out-building 
of the Chartered Mercantile Bank and part of premises of Sit- 
well, Schoyer and Co. A fire at Yedo also is said to have burnt 
Government offices. \ 

The Government of the Mikado had enforced the departure 
from the main land of 700 native Christians, against the unani- 
mous protest of the foreign representatives. 








The rice crop of several provinces a total failure, and the . 


Government has prohibited the open of rice from Hiogo, 
except by special license, as provided by the treaties with foreign 
Powers. Large imports from Saigon, Bangkok, &c. 

The telegraph lines between Yedo and Yokohama have been 
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completed, the first message having been sent over the wires on 
the Th of January. The line will be thrown open to mercantile 
Purposes very soon. 

The Daimios are constantly making large purchaees of arms and 
munitions of war. They also exhibit much enterprise in the 
development of their mineral resources, employing ex erienced 
foreigners to engineer the mines. The new year, which begins on 
the Ist of Febraary, is expected to bring important political 
changes. Yedo is quiet, but the city is strongly guarded by 
Satsuma’s men. . 

An embassy will be sent next summer by Japan to the United 
Sates, France, and England. The new American Minister to 
Japan is complimented for his prompt attention to the wants of 
his countrymen and the interests of his Government. 

The Oneida, which left Yokohama for Hong Kong on the 23rd 
Jan., was struck by the P. and 0. steamer Bombay, and sunk with 
the toss of 120 lives. The Bombey not much damaged. 











CHINA. 
—_—o— 
SHANGHAI. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
; Suanenat, Jan. 18. 

The English mail of the 19th Nov. arrived here on the 7th inst. 
The French mail, with London dates to the 25th Nov., to hand on 
the 12th inst. The first brings telegrams, via Gaile, dated London 
6th, the last to the 16th Dec.; the telegraphic advices by the 
former were anticipated by Kiachta. The Madras took out the 
mail leaving on the 4th inst. Admiral Sir Henry Kellett arrived 
here in the Salumis on the 8th; he is now up country shooting. 
Mr. Hart has left for Hankow ; he did not appear to trouble the 
Customs establishment much at this port; he has decided that 
promotion in the junior grades wil] be mainly confined to those 

ssessing a knowledge of Chinese. The Asiatic Socicty have 
fad a meeting, at which there was a debate; Mr. Goodwin has 
been elected President. A Naval Court of Inquiry has acquitted 
Captain Broadbear of all blame in the loss of the Ada. The case 
of the native poor is engrossing the attention of the foreign resi- 
dents ; a “refuge,” supported by contributions from foreigners, 
has heen opened. The Philharmonic Society held their aunual 
meeting on the 11th inst. 

The Chamber of Commerce at this port has addressed a commu- 
nication to Lord Clarendon on Sir Rutherford Alcock’s new Con- 
vention, the tone of which is by no means favourable to that dip- 
lomatic achievement. The letter fills some six pages of the 
North China Herald, and is published as a supplement to that 

r,s0 that it will probably reach most people at home who are 
interested in the matter. The letter points out that the Chamber’s 
memorial urged—1l, A further development of those principles of 
the old ‘lreaty which had been proved by experience to be produc- 
tive of benefit to the populations of foreign countries, the popula- 
tion of China, and the respective Governments ; but above all—2, 
It urged that more efficient measures should be adopted to secure 
the implicit observance of these Treaty stipulations. 

Tho Secretary shows that in both these objects Sir R. Alcock 
has been unsuccessful, his most conspicuous failures being in the 


attempt to deal with the question of inland duties, and in pro- | 


euring any satisfactory improvement in means of communication 
with the interior. Great disappointment is expressed that no 
port is opened higher up the Yangtsye than Hankow; and the 
Chamber has no faith in the fulfilment of the ambiguous hopes 
held out about ‘he working of coal-mines. On the whole, the 
Chamber is of opinion that the so-called “ concessions,” made or 
- promised by the Chinese are no equivalent at all to those on our 
side, and tho increased silk and opium duties are exacted by the 
Chinese as pure and simple concessions :— 

“ And, indeed, taking the Treaty as a whole it is plain that the conces- 
sions it secures to the Chinese, or, more correctly speaking, the burdens it 
imposes on trade, are of the most substantial character, amounting in 
money alone to the sum of three million taels annually; whereas the 
counter-balancing cuncexxions to trade are, as far as can be judged, of 
comparatively little value.” 

The North China Daily News has the following remarks in 
regard to an interesting case which was tried on the 14th 
inst., before the Supreme Court, in which Messrs. Lane, 
Crawford, and Co. sought to recover from Messrs. Glover and 
Co, the sum of $17,686, being the balance of purchase-money 
due on a contract mide by Messrs. Lane, Crawford and Co, with 
Mr. Porter, of Hakodadi, to sell the latter certain arms and amimu- 
nition; the rewainder, $20,000, having been paid as hargain 
money. Messrs. Glover and Co. come into the case as Mr. 
Porter’s agents, he having written from Hakodadi requesting 
them to act as such. They accordingly took delivery of the arms 
and shipped them to Hakodadi, where the British senior naval 
officer would not permit them to land. They were returned to 
Shanghai; Mr. Porter failed to pay the balance of the purchase- 
money, and Messrs. Lane, Crawford, and Co. requested Messrs. 
Glover and Co. to redeliver the arms. The latter are willing to 
do so if the former will refund the $20,000 bargain money. ‘This 
Mesers. Lane, Crawford, and Co. decline, and sue Messrs. Glover 
parr for the balance of the purchase-money. They were non- 
sulted, 
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The Racquet Club have had a meeting, and for a Shanghai in- 
stitution for recreation holds the enviable position of being in 
debt to the extent of only Tis. 800. The new land regulations 
for the port are being printed, and will shortly be issued to the 
rate-payers. A fire occurred on the 15th in the Surzah village, 
close outside the settlement, by which some huts were destroyed. 
The Customs now regularly make up a mail for Peking, which is 
sent overland. 

There is not any news from the northern ports, which are all 
fronen in, except Chefoo. : 

At the riverine ports everything is dull ; trade almost stagnant. 
The water is very low in the Yangtsze, just allowing the steamers 
to run. , 

Little or nothing will be done for the next month here, on ac- 
count of the Chinese New Year. The natives devote the fortnight 
preceding New Year’s-day to settlement of their accounts, and the 
fortnight after to jollity. 


{FROM ANOTHER CORRESPONDENT.). 


The expedition of the French minister up the Yang-tsze, and 
his saecess in every particular of his demands for sntisfaction in 
seference to the persecution of French missionaries at Nyan-King 
bas produced a profound impression here, as well as upon the 
Chinese authorities, and will, it is hoped, tend to show again to 
the good people at home how necessary it is to speak sternly and 
resolutely to officials such as the Chinese, if any good results are 
to be looked for. The documents already published here, which 
will go home by this mail, will show the satisfactory nature of the 
amends obtained by M. de Rochechouart for the Ngan-King 
outrages ; but it would be a mistake to suppose that this formed 
the grounds for his expedition up the Yang-tsze. On the con- 
trary. the expulsion of the missionaries, both French and 


English, from Ngan-King, was an unlooked for episode at the 


time of M. de Rochechouart’s journey being decided upon; 
he having left Peking for the purpose of visiting Han- 
kow, and if necessary, proceeding to Sechuen, in connection 
with other causes of complaint. He is understood to hve presented 
an ultimatum to the Chinese Government early in November, de- 
manding the degradation of the Governor-General of Sechuen, be- 
sides satisfaction for the murder of missionaries in that and other 
Provinees, and he required in addition that Li Hung-Chang, the 
Governor-General Hu-Kwang, to whom the arranzement of the 
missionary complaints had been entrusted, should meet him at 
Harkow and give him ample guarantees for future immunity from 
disturbance, failing which, it is hie intention to proceed to the in- 
terior himeelf. : 

In any case, it is understood, a survey of the Upner Yangtsze 
between Hankow and Chungking, in Szechuen, will be undertaken 
by officers of the French squadron. A small portion of the task 
was accomplished by British naval officers last year; hut as the 
whole river stands greatly in need of a survey, without which the 
question of its navigability by steamers beyond Ichang cannot be 
set at rest. Admiral de Luciniere is understood to have sanctioned 
the undertaking. It seems a pity that a task in which British 
interests are so pre-eminently engaged should have been 
abandoned by our own officers, though there is no douht that it 
will be worthily execiited by their French companions in arms. 





PEKING. 

A co! dent writes that Wensiang, the second memher (iu 
rank) of the Tsungli Yamen, who has been seriously ill, is hetter, 
and likely to be able soon to resume his duties. This is » matter 
for congratulation, as Wensiang was the most ayreeahle and 
intelligent member of the Cabinet in his intercourse with Fercign 
Ministers, and the most favourably disposed towards proyrexsive 
views. One other member of the Board, Siu, has recently dicd at 
his home, in Shansi ; and a third, Chung-lun, now 77 years «ld, 
is unable to do much public work. These circumstances have ‘ed 
to the appointment of three new members—Shen-kwei-fen and 
two men whose names have not reached us. 


HANKOW. 

We extract the following interesting passages from Messrs. Ed- 
ward Townend and Co.’s Annual Report, dated Jan. 8 :— 

The great drawback to the advancement of this mort. to its 
natural position as one of tho principal outlets for Manchester 

oods in the East is the very unsatisfactory mode of receiving all 

imports indirectly from Shanghai. Transhipping charges, as is 
well known to all i daub come very heavy, and when to these 
has to be added a high rate of freight by expensive steamers, it 
can readily be believed that charges on Plain Cottons are (::pon 
present relative high cost) 1} to 2} per cent. in excess of wit 
they would be by direct imports, while on Metals the difference is 
as much as 7} to 20 per cent 

The increasing interest shown by the Home and Indian press in 
the proposal to open up Western China, with the ultimate iuten- 
tion of conuecting this port with Rangoon by railway aud thus 
drawing to an English port the bulk of the teas of these dlis- 
tricts, at the same time shortening the sea voyage most. maty tally; 
has attracted much attention bere, although it is feared many 
years must elapse before this scheme can be carried out, In the 
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amount of Stamp Duties collected in 1868-69. There is a total 
decrease on the latter year of $6.081.69; the respective totals 
being $101,894 20 against $95,812.51. The decrease is of course 
stated after allowing for increase on certain items. The la: 
item of increase is on bank-notes, $1,325.40, but on hills, of 
.exchange and promissory notes there is a decrease of $210.45, 
; Stamps on mortgnges are represented by a decrease of $1.661.25. 

The Hong Kong Canton and Macao S:eam-boat Company have 
declared a dividend at the rate of 16 per cent. per sunum. This 
company is most flourishing. ; ; 

The Gazette contains a calendar of probates and administrations 
granted by the Court of Probate, Hong Kong, during 1869. Among 
the larger values of effects set forth in the commissions of ap- 
praisement are the following: Douylas Lipraik, $350,000: H. B. 
Margesson, $59,000; Chun Tye Choong, $40000; W. Gaskell, 
‘$20,000 ; N. R. Masson, $8,000. The calendar contains thirty- 
three names of deceased persons whose estates have come before 
the Court during the past year. 

The four men convicted of the murder of a police sergeant at 
Sowkewan have been pardoned. The witnesses aginst them 
have been convicted of perjury, and sentenced to imprisonment 
for periods of from two to nine years. 

Much discussion and correspondence is taking place regarding 
the amalgamation of the local dock companies. A pamphl -t has 
been published giving full details of the proposed com-nercial 
expedition to the south-west of China. The yacht Mriad was 
the winner of the GarrisonCup. The Club Cup was taken by 
the Mosquito. 

The following are from the Overland Trade Report :— 

The half-yearly meeting of the Hong Kons, Canton, and M icao 
Steamboat Coa peay took place on the 14th instant. The accounts 
‘showed a net profit for the half-year of $85,068.51, which, with 
‘$2 969 87 brought forward from last statement, made $8 9,038.38 
‘available for division. $35,000 was placed to depreciation fund, 
and, $2,273.54 preliminary expenses and $43.25 bad debts heing 
deducted, $45,000, or at 16 per cent. per annum on the paid up 
capital, was declared as dividend, $2,500 going as remuneration 
of directors, and $4,216.59 being brought forward t» new acc unt, 

The arrival in China of the first vessel via the Suez Canal has 
attacted attention to the effects which are likely to be protuced 
upon the trade with China by the opening of the new route The 
steamer Sing Nanzing. built on the Clyde for the North China 
Steam Navigation Company, completed the voyage via the Suez 
Canal to Hong Kong in 45 days and 7 hours under steam, ani it 
‘18 considered that had her full steaming power been put intu play, 
‘she might have performed it in two or three days less. 

A serious outrage has been committed by the mandarins on two 
British merchants in Formosa. A teward was offered fur the 
head of one, and the other was placed in irons, while his odown 
was robbed. 





meanwhile there is no reason why ocean steamers should not load 
direct for this port, and an additional freight of ten shillings per 
ton should be ample remuneration, more especially as several sail- 
ing vessels and steamers proceed here annually in ballast to load 
home with Teas. During the past twelve months four hundred 
steamers passed up and down the river without casualty. 

. At present all advantages of this port are reaped by natives and 
speculators who make purchases in Shanghai for re-sale here, thus 
creating more middlemen between the manufacturer and con- 
sumer. There is hardly any limit to be placed upon the quantity 
of Manchester goods which might be consumed here, if such could |, 
be imported at a low cost and of good wearing material. Native 
cloth is manufactured in these provinces to an enormous extent, 
and it is estimated that on an average 50,000,000 lbs. of cotton 
per annum are worked up into cloth. The past yoar opened under 
very favourable auspices tor imports, as the bulk of the goods had 
been bought cheap at home, while China cloth had been manu- 
factured from cotton costing 20 Taels per picul. 

While upon this subject we may notice that under the auspices 
of the British Government the Shanghai Chamber of Commerce 
ap;-ointed delegates to proceed into Szchuen and advise upon the 

“expediency of opening more ports higher up the river. From 
their official report they appear to confirm all that had been 
written by previous writers of the wealth of Szchuen; however, 
for the present they only recommend Ichang as another port of 
entry, it being the furthest point to which steamers could 
each. This town is simply a place for transhipping goods 
from the large boats of the river to the lighter craft 
of the upper stream, and has no trade, so the only ad- 
vantage to British interests for the expenses of maintaining 
a Consul wr establishment would be enabling one or two steamers 
to carry goods to and from this town solely upon Chinese account, 
end would be availed of principally to avoid the legitimate taxes 

en route. While objecting to [chang as unnecessary we look with 
favour upon Chunking, in Szchuen, being opened, as from its 
well-known trade and favourable position at the bifurcation of the 

‘Upper Yangtsze it would not only tend to increase the consump- 
‘tion of Manchester and Yorkshire fabrics, but be also the means 
of making the strong, rough teas (thought to be the Indian 
variety) available for export, which from their almost unlimited 
quantity might reduce the price of all teas considerably, and thus 
confer a boon upon our own working classes at home. Much of 
‘this tea grows wild, as only sufficient is cultivated for consumption 

“in the province. iy 
. We consider it the more important that means should be found 
to develop this trade with Szchuen in teas in consequence of the 
increasing requirements of Russia, which already govern the prices 
‘here for finest, and in a more or Jess measure that of the lower 
grades, for as year by year the vast network of railways now being 
carried out in that empire become completed bringing teas within 
the reach of millions at moderate. prices, there will be such an 
ancrexse in demand that the present districts will not be able to 
‘supply. There is no lack of enterprise on the part of the Russian 
hongs, and steamers are now building to load from this port direct 
for Odessa via the Suez Canal. From Odessa they will readily 
yprecure grain freights to London, and thence to Shanghai and [an- 
Kow with general cargoes. From a political standpoint Chungking 
is important as being so much nearer to [ndia, and from whence 
the intrigues of the French in Yunan and of the Russians 
‘among the fributary tribes of the West my be baffled. In re- 
ference to Yunnan it may not be out of place to notice well 
accredited reports that the French made an offer through the 
Jesuit priests to send a certain number of troops into that province, 
Gind officers fur suv many thousand Chinese to be raised by the 
Viceroy, and at the same time sustain and arm them for three 
years, while in return the Viceroy should give the French a lien 
upon the province for all expenses. Negotiations were broken off 
through the Viceroy making ita sine gua nen that the three 
years’ pay of all the troops he was to raise should be paid him at 
once before he eulisted a single soldier. ; 

















































THE HONG KONG MEMORIAL. 

The memorial of the Hong Kong Chamber of Commerce, which 
was placed in the hands of Sir R. MacDonnell to be forwir-led to 
Logd. Glarendon, has not been published in full, but the China 
Mai gives the concluding paragraph as a specimen of its 
tenour :— 

“We believe that the important changes we have recommend to 
your Lord-hip would, if introduced, be attended with the most benefi ial 
results; and culd easily be effected by the proper exercise of the i.fla- 
ence which Great Britain still possesses in China, and of which we earne-ly 
hope she will not soon be deprived. On the other hand, we ueea'ly 
apprehend that if she any longer permits her Treaty rights to be vi lared 
with impunity, she will not meely be looked oa with increasing con 
tempt by the Chinese themselves, but will rapidly sink in the estimation 
of foreign Powers, who, by the adoption of more vigorous action than 
xhe can be induced to use in China, have recently succeeded in obtaming 
immediate and ample redress for injuries inflicted on their rubjects, while 
thev have at the same time added to their political influence in the Kent.” 

The other memorial is the result of a public meeting, and 
was framed by a committee consisting of Mr. Pollard, QC. (chair- 
map). the Hon. P. Ryrie, Messrs. T. Pyke, A. Heard, W. H. 
Forbes, J. C. Whyte, R. S. Walker, H. B. Lemann, J. dos 
Remedios, and N. B. Dennys (hon. sec) On the 22nd January 
the memorial was handed to the governor by a deputation, to be 
forwarded to the Home Government. His Excellency promi-ed to 
use his influence for the benefit of the colony aud observed that he 
believed it would be in his power to back the representations of 
the community. He had not read the memorial, but prevumed 
that it must be much the same as thit forwarded by the Cambor 
of Commerce, a copy of which he held in his hand. Mr P..tiaed 
said that;he believed H.E. would find them much the same, except 
that-the present memorial dealt more particularly with matters 
peculiarly affecting local interests. H-K.,on glancing over tne 
teenérial said he was glad to see that one or two points which 
were, in his opinion, inadequately dealt with in the Chamber 
memorial, were fully treatei of in that before him. H K. then 
stated that he had a good opportunity of having these questions, 
especially that regarding the appointment of a Consul, before tim, 
as he had correspondence from home which had not been made 
public, but which showed that the question had been very par- 
ticularly considered by the Government. ; 

The document is far too long to be reprinted here, as it fills over 
three columns of the China Mail. It congsists chiefly of a series 
of arguments showing the inexpediency ‘of allowing a Chinese 
Consul at Hong Kong. In support of their views the momorialists 


HONG KONG. 

From Hong Kong our advices are to Jan. 25. The outward 
mail cf Dec. 3 was received at that port on the 17th Jan. There 
is little local news, except that two important memorials are for- 
warded by this mail to Lord Clarendon on the new China Con. 
vention. The following items are from the Overland China Mail: 

Notice has been given that the Government is prepared to 
receive tenders for the houses to be licensed for public gambling 

‘in the colony. The monthly fees are fixed at $13,340, and the 
licencees will be bound by the rules and regulations made by the 
Governor in Council on and since the 12th Sept., 1868. 

Mr. James P. Duncanson died very suddenly this morning (21st), 
and the announcement of the fact cast an air of sincere sadness 
over the entire community. Not only was the deceased gentle- 
wan greatly respected and much esteemed as an active and public- 
spirited resident, but his large: heartednegs, liberality, and geniality 
had won for bim the love of many friends, the gratitude of many 
who were in need, and the respect of all. He was recovering from 
an attack of illness, but succumbed instantaneously to the burst- 
ing of a blood-vessel, caused by severe coughing. 

A comparative’ statement has been published showing the 
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adduce some instances of international usage as regurds Cunsuls ; 
an opinion given by Lord Clarendon himself to Sir George 
Bonham, and opinions of Law Officers of the Crown. They 
point out the unfairness of the second clause, which says 
that “China having agreed that England may appoint Con- 
suls to reside at every port open to trade,” it is then further agreed 
that “ China may ap:oint Consuls to reside at all ports in the Bri- 
tish dominions.” The reciprocity which alone entitles a nation to 
ask for international concessions is singularly wanting nere. The 
exceptional circumstances wherein Hong Kong differs from other 
English colonies are dwelt on, and the certain consequences of the 
proposed step cn the Chinese population are explained at con- 
siderab'e length. The abandoning of the port of Kiung-chow is 
condemned asagraveerror After a short clause containing an 
opinion that the interests of the colony will suffer by the increased 
duty on opium, the memorial concludes as follows :— 

Your memoriali«ts trust their earnestness with regard to these matters 
will secure for their remarks an attentive consideration by your Lordsbip. 
and that you will thereupon be enabled to advise Her Majesty that in any 
revision of the Treaty the objections now put forward must prevent those 
clauses (2, 4, 5, and 6) being agreed to. . 

We have received Morris’s Directory for China, Japan, éc. 
for 1870, printed at the China Mail office. It contains a calendar 
-and mail time-table for the year, the usual comprehensive list of 
foreign residents in the Far East alphabctically arranged, separate 
-directories for all the ports in China, Japan. the Philippines, &c., 
‘besides that for the colony itself An appendix comprises informa- 


‘tion about postaget, stamp duties, river steamers, and the Chinese 
“Customs tariff. It appears to be an improvement on last year’s 
redition. ; 
SIAM. 
—o— 
BANGKOK. 


The Summary of the 15th Jan. has the following :— 

By advices from Petchaburee we learn that in that vicinity the 
fice crop is almost a failure. The water dried up s0 soon that a 
-considerable part of the paddy did not fill out, and of that which 
did fill out the grains are very small and imperfect, but in those 
parts where the Jand is lower and where they consequently had 
more water, the crop promises to be a good one. 

The son of the Government officer who was sent to conduct the 
Rev. Messrs. Macdonald and George through to Cheangmai brought 
us this morning letters from those gentlemen, dated December 10, 
stating in substance that they had waited most anxiously for the 
Government officer nine days before he came along ; that the Go- 
vernor of Rahaang was very kind in his attentions to them; that 
he had ordered eighty men, twenty elephants, and four horses to 
be an escort to the party to Cheangmai ; and that they were about 
to leave. 

' The Siamese Government is stated to have given orders for the 
suppression of gambling. A proclamation has been issued from 
the throne ordering that all gambling houses in the vicinity of 
‘the Royal palace are tu be shut up. 

An embassy from the Spanish Government arrived at Bangkok 
on the 10th inst. in the Spanish sloup of war Vinoedora. 

We have it on good authority that the day for the commence- 
ment of the funeral obsequies of his Majesty the late Supreme 
King of Siam has at length been appointed by the Government, 
and that it is Tuesday, the 8th day of next March. The Royal 
remains will then, as we suppose, on the early morning of that 
day be conveyed from their present resting place in the Maha 
Prasat to the F’ramene. This act is denominated chak pra sop, 
literally the drawing of the sacred corpse. Foreigners who have 
never witnessed that part of the ceremonies which appertains to the 
funeral of a Supreme King of Siam, may well determine thatthey 
will, if possible, have a view of it. The whole of the funeral 
services will probably occupy not less than fifteen days. 








JAVA. 


(FROM A CORRESPONDENT.) 


: . Baravia, Jan. 25. 

‘The steamer Vice-President Prins, arrived here yesterday with 
the English mail of Dec. 17. 

The ysl news is very dull, and as the Mieuw Bataviaasch 
Handelsblad says, the correspondents are in despair because not 
one political tact occurred during the last fortnight worth men- 
tioning. The general health was satisfactory at Batavia. The 
cases of small-pox are few, and only a very trifling number of 
pews were attacked by cholera. The horrible fever epidemic at 

marang has somewhat improved. 

From the West-coast of Sumatra it is reported that the cattle 
disease still prevails there. Not less than 1,600 cattle died, 
and oe caused the greatest distress to prevail amongst the 

ulation. 
‘ Bn the 17th inst. a total eclipse of the moon was observed ; the 
weather was not rainy during the last few days. The west mon- 

Son has not been inconvenient at Batavia. There are no inunda- 
tions-to regrét ‘here ; from Samatang, however, several daudjirs are 
TepOmted. The river has been filled up with sand and mad by 
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hese overflows of water, so that the deepest pars is only 14 feet. 
Of course the communication with the sea is as good as inter- 
rupted. Several boats (prauwen) loaded with produce from ves- 
sels anchored in the roads have been Iest. Besides these bad 
changes are the costs to bring a gencral cargo from the roads to 
the town, equal to the freight paid for the transport from Holland. 


j The Government does not do the least thing in order to make the. 


river navigable, and this is a question of to be or not to he for 
Samarang. . ‘ 

The preliminary works in behalf of the railway from here to 
Buitenzorg are made with the ‘greatest speed. It ie snid that a 
concession is asked for the construction of a railway from Soura- 
huya to Passaroeang. It creates much astonishment that. this 
right has not been claimed by the Dutch India Railway Company , 

The Chinese at Solo have established a club there, where they. 
play at billiards, and where they are served quite a U Europiene. 
In one point, however, they differ from the Europeans—they only 
drink tea, and no spirits. - Si oe 3 

The Padang Chamber of Trade has, according to the Sumatra. 
Courant, pressed the Government to grant penance to vessels , 
with foreign flags trading between Java and Sumatra. - 

According to the official Java Courant, 450,000 piculs of 
Government sugar are to be offered for sale in the months of J uy, 
August, September, and October ; whilst 50,000 piculs of coffee, 
will be sold in April and December. or, 

From Siam I hear that Dr. Hoogenstraaten’ has made: an 
operation on both the eyes of Chow Phya Tips Karawongss 

ahakosa Dhipati, Vice-praeses of the great Council of Siam. 
The operation has had the best result. This fact has some im-, 
portance, because the population of Siain are trusting now the. 
“celebrated” doctor, and are willing to ask his advice. 
You know that the number of eye-patients is very large in that: 
country, und that medical aid never was attended to. toe 8 

Correx.—The crop of 1869 is quite exhausted ; no transactions, 
to report, and the nominal quotation is £31 to f.32. -Rawi 
Sugar: Some small pereela changed hands at f.16 50 for No. 14. 
For delivery out of the forthcoming crop some transactions were. 
made at f.15 for No. 14. There are, however, but very few 
buyers. Rice: With some transactions for direct wants, f.165 to’ 
f.180 is paid for first quality, and f.125 to f.145 for second quality : 
Batavia. Arrack was paid with £95. Gutta Percha: The. 
disposable quantity is very small. The quotation is from f60' 
to £.120, according to quality. India-rubber is very rearce, and - 
t.95 to f.1U5 is willingly paid. Gum Damar was sold at £42’. 
tof43. Nutmegs met with much demand at f.115 per picul. . 
Mace : The stock is nearly exhausted, and even at f.150 nothing ¢an 
be bought. Cloves: No attention is paid to this article. and the’, 
rather nominal quotation is f28. Black Pepper: f.17.50 ; white, ., 
without quotations. Cowhides : 35c. to 4Uc., and buffulo, 23c. to, 
28c. per lb. “Borneo Rattans were paid with f.1U.60 to f.13, and . 
Padang, f£.8 to £9. On the 10th February 5,000 piculs Billiton’ 
Tin will be sold in public auction. Manufactures: The market: 
was in general very dull, and most inactive, and thé quotations. 
are rather nominal. Madapollams: 5-4 met with some demand, - 
and from f.5.30 to f.5 40 was paid ; 6-4, £.5.90 to f.605 ; 7-4, dull’ 
and impossible to sell. Calicuts, inactive ; 5-4, f.5 to f.5.15:;' 
6-4, f.5.95 to £6; 7-4, £6.70 to £.6.95. English Madapollains . 
without the least business. and the prices are unaltered. 
Shirtings : The demand for Dutch has in decreased, and 5-4 
are selling with difficulty at f.8 to f.8.25 ; 6.4, f.9 to f.9.40 ; English 
Bleached are impossible to sell; for 36 inch, 40 yards good . 
quali, the quotation is f.9.0 to f.9.25 ; 40 inch, f.9.20 to f.9.50,; 
45 inch, f.10.25 to £10.75 ; Unbleached. 7 to 39 inch, can be sold at : 
£.7 to £.7.25; 8 to 45 inch are worth f.8. Drills, Unbleached, 
without stock, but tne demand is very small ; the nominal quota- 
tion is £.8.75 to £9. Cambrics: No. 24 met with a demand, 
and much business was done at f.3.50 to f.3.75: Prints: Not- 
withstanding they are out of season, the prices were well main- 
tained. Mule Twist: Lower in price ; the stock, however, is not 
large ; No.20-24 were sold at £3.15 to £.3.55 ; No. 30 at 3.55, and 
No. 40 at f.4.20. ; 

Arnivas.—At Batavia, Jan. 18, Cyclone, King, from Singapore ; 
Jan. 20, Lanercost, Eaton, from Samarang; Jan. 21, Gladiator, 
Little, from London ; Jan. 22nd, Maranon, Gibb, from Liverpool. 
At Banjoewangie, Jan. 5, County of Argyle, Miller, "Front 
Probolingo, departed for Rotterdam. At Padavg, Jan. 3, Rochite, 
Dill, from Paelo Pinang, departed for Boston. ' 

Departures,—From Bawvia, Jan. 13, Courser, Dickey. for Hol- 
land ; Jan. 19, Lieutenant, Peters, for Rangoon via Samarang ; 
Jan. 20, Balnaguith, Nankwell, for Padang and America ; Waverley, ° 
Forsayth, for Australia ; Etha Rickmera, Davidson, for Singapore:; 
Jan. 4, from Banjoewangie ; Aberdeen, Law, for New York. f 

Passed Sunpa Srraits.— Jan. 8, Otter, Croscombe, Sarawak, to 
Semarang ; Jan. 15, Ensiger, Duncas, from Foochow to Amsterdam. 

The English ships Auburn and Balnaguith are loading at 
Padang for New York ; the freight is not kuown. The Syringa 
has been chartered for Loudon, the County of Elgin, for Rotter- 
dam, and the Launceston, fur Amsterdam. The Annie Story is 
bound to the Channel for orders. The Lanercost, Gladiator, and 
Maranon were at the departure of this mail unchartered. : 

Change on Holland.—Private bills 102 ,to 1U2q per cent. ; Bank 
bills, 1013 to 102 per cent. London private, £11.67} ; bunk bills, 
£.11.75 to £.11.77%. : 
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STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 
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SINGAPORE. 
Dates from this port are to the lst Feb. The English mail of 
Dee. 17, and the French of Dec. 23, arrived out on the 20th and 


25th Jan. respectively ; the latter brought London telegrams to 
Jan. 10. 

‘fhe following is from the Straits Times of 1st Feb. :—The 
fortnight like its predecessor has been a very dull one, and there 
is little of general interest to note. The rumour mentioned in 
otr last summary of intended official changes has proved well 
founded. Mr. Edward Irving, the newly-arrived Assistant 
Colonial Secretary, assumed the duties of his office on the 17th 
January, but on the 20th the Honourable C. J. Irving was 
appointed Acting Lieutenant Governor of Malacca, Mr. Edward 
Irving—Acting Auditor General, and Mr. F. H. Plow— Acting 
Assistant Colonial Secretary, as before. 


The light-vessel Torch has completed her repairs, and resumed 
her station on the North Sands, Malacca Straits, having been 
towed back by the Petho. 


H. E. the Governor has completed his visit to Penang, Provinc® 
Wellesley, and Malacca, and returned here in the Petho yesterday. 
The Legislative Council will probably be opened very shortly, and 
resume its labours ; with the increased number of unofficial mem- 
bers, and the infusion of new blood in the official element, there 
is a prospect, if not of increased interest, at least of a little variety 
in the debates. 

Qopies of the despatch of his Excellency the Governor to Earl 
Granville, in vindication of his administration, are expected to 
reach this by next mail from England, and the document is looked 
forward to here with very general interest. Some particulars of 
ite contents have reached this at second hand, and so far as they 
enable us to judge, we fear Sir Harry Ord will find he has raised 
a hornet’s nest about his ears. Not content with the defence of 
the various acts of his administration ageinst the somewhat rabid 
criticism which they have encountered, he would appear to claim 
that there never really has been any adverse criticism of his 
administration, which was at the same time honest and competent. 
The public press here, he sets down, not as the representative. but 
as the misrepresenter of the feelings of the community, and the 
few individuals who speak out for themselves, here and at home, 
he says, are actuated by the most sordid and selfish motives. 


The Civil Session commenced on the 24th Jan. The chief case 
of interest is a suit brought against the proprietors of the powder 
hulk Statesman, for the value of gunpowder transferred at the 
time that vessel had sprung a leak, into the hulk Princess Royal, 
and lost when the latter ship foundered,in February, 1868. The 
peint relied upon for the plaintiffs is that tbe powder was trans- 
ferred without their consent; but, on the other hand. the con- 
dition of the Statesman was one of imminent danger, and the 
removal to the Princess Royal was made for the safety of the 
parr and in the utmost Lona fides, and there is no doubt 

the assent of the owners been sought it would have been 
obtained ;—in fact, there was no other place to which the powder 
could have been transferred. The case is, altogether, one of con- 
siderable interest. 


The Chinese New Year festivities began yesterday, and will last 
fourteen days, during which time, as usual, the noise of crackers 
and the din of gongs will be heard instead of the bustle and 
activity of the rest of the year. Business will, of course, be very 
limited. 

The rains have evidently broken up, and though we have occa- 
sional showers, the weather is more favourable. 








With the new year appeared the second number of “Straits 
Produce,” enlarged to twenty-cight pages, and filled with humour 
ous articles and sketches quite as good in quality, and more pro- 
fuse in quantity than last year. Further notice we must reserve 
for next week. 


PENANG. 

Captain Alfred Robert Ord, Police Magistrate and Commissioner 
of the Court of Requests, Malacca, will arrive here in February 
and sssume the appointments of Police Magistrate and Com- 
missioner of the Court of Requests, Penang, and Mr. W. E. Max- 
wel] will embark for Malacca immediately after the arrival of 
Captain Ord, and take up his appointments there. 


Gambling is said to be very prevalent amongst the Chinese com- 
munity at present. It is not pursued in houses in town but at 
places in the country, where the police are not so likely to be on 
the look-out. As it seems impossible to suppress this vice alto- 
gether, the Government would do well to follow the example of 
the Hong Kong authorities and introduce licensed gambling. 
houses. The revenue derived from this source would no doubt be 
large, and might be applied to some special purpose, such as the 
support of the Leper Hospital, and other charitable institutions, 
or in carrying out municipal improvements which at present are 
beyond the means of the commissioners. 
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Commercial Report. 


(For dates see First Page.) 

STRAITS, JAVA, CHINA, AND JAPAN IMPORTS. 

Yoxorama.—Some small transactions had taken place in Cotton Yarn 
and Grey Shirtings at about last mail’s rates. These, with a few sales of 
Tarkey Reds and Velvets, constitute almost the sole business of the 
fortnight in piece goods. The depression in Woollen manufactures wae 
unabated, and the quotations were almost entirely nominal. Metals, with 
the exception of small sized Nail Rod Iron, were almost ungaleable. Quo- 
tations :— Cotton Yarn, 16 to 24, $53 to 53 75 per picul ; 28 to 82, $53 to 
53.75; 88 to 42, $59 to 61. Grey Shirtings, 7 lbs., $2.60 to 2.65 per 
piece; 8 lbs., 1 to 6, $2.97} to 3. Black Velvets, $9 to 9.65 per piece. 
T. R. Cambrics, $1.05 per lb. Taffachelas:, $2.30 to 3.40. Nail-rod 
Iron, $2.70 to 3.50; Lead, $6 to 6.25; Tin Plates, $6.25 to 8 per box ; 
Coal, $8.50 to 9 per ton. ' 

SuancuHat.—There had been a large business in Grey and White Shirt- 
ings and T-Cloths at prices showing a marked improvement. Sales for 
the most part had been for delivery after China New Year, and importers 
had been the principal sellers. Grey Shirtings: 7lb, makes, owing to 
their scarcity, had been more sought after, and rates ruled high in conse- 
quence. Sales of ordinary chops, to arrive in six weeks, were effected at 
Tis. 2.05 per piece. For 8-4lb. the quotations were Tls. 2.21 to Tls. 2.23 
per piece for ordinary delivery, and Tls. 2.24 to Tis. 2.25 for delivery in 
four weeks. The demand for 9lb. and 9.10/12Ib. had been active, and rates 
show an improvement of 5 to 9 cents. Sales of ail weights estimated at 
170,000 pieces. At the close dealers were offering lower prices for 8.4lb. 
gcods, but importers showed no sign of giving way. White Shirtings had 
chanyed hands to extent of 50,000 pieces, and holders had succeeded im 
establishing an advance. Best.64 reed firmly held for Tls. 2.40 per piece. 
T-Cloths: The low rates ruling attracted the attention of speculators, and 
sales from first and second hands were estimated at over 100,000 pieces. 
The market was rather irregular; but althongh stocks were known to be 
heavy, an impression obtained that higher prices will be got after China 
New Year. 6]b. goods scarce, and in some demand, Drills: Beyond sales 
at auction of damaged goods ex. late arrivals, nothing had been done. 
Fancy Cottons :. Some descriptions had been in good request, but the basi- 
ness done had been on a limited scale; the kinds most in demand, such as 
White and Dyed Spotted Shirtings, were in light supply, and holders 
generally were very firm for higher values. The Woollen Goods market 
bad sbown little or no change. About 4.000 pieces of Figured Orleans 
and 1,500 pieces of Crape Lustres, held by speculators, are said to have 
been sold at lower rates. Metals: Trangactions amount to 7,000 Bars 
Nail Rod Iron at Tis. 2.15 to 2.75, which had been taken on speculation. 
Owing to the advance quoted in the cost of Iran at home, Importers 
were asking higher prices, and were very firm in their demands. Quao- 
tations were altered. Lead: A decline on this market was looked for ; 
advices from Hankow showed a slight decline and a probability of lower 
rates, the imports being on a very large scale. Coals: The Coal market 
had remained very inactive, and, as usual at this season, the demand had 
almost ceased. Cardiff, no arrivals on the market or sales to report. Eng— 
lish, sales of a small cargo at Tls. 6 per ton. American, without transac- 
tions. Australian, sales at Tls. 5.80 per ton Newcastle. Japan, without 
sales to report. Formosa, Cardiff 1,200 tons (to order). Quotations 
(duty. paid): - Grey Shirtings, 7 lbs., per piece, 2.0.4 to 2.0.6 ; 8.4 to 8.6 
Ibs., 2.2.1 to 2.2.5; 9 to 9.12 Ibs., 2.5.0 to 297; White Shirtings, per 
piece, 2.1.0 to 2.7.0; T. Cloths, 6 lbs., per piece, 1.4.0 to 1.6.5; 7 lbs., 
1.65 to 1.8.5; 8 to 84 Ibs. 2.0.0 to 2.1.5; XX 2.4.0; American 
Drills, 40 yards, 3.5.5 to 3.7.5; American Jeans, 30 vards, 2.8.0 to 2.9.0; 
American Sheetings. 40 yards, 3.4.5 to 3.7.5; English Drills, 40 yards, 
Tila. 8.4.0 to 3.6.0; Dutch Drills, 40 yards, Tls. 3.3.0 to 3.5.0; Figured 
Shirtings, per piece, ‘Is. 2.1.5 to 2.7.5; Brocades, per piece, Tle. 2.1.5 to 
3.2.5; Damasks, per piece, Tls. 4.2.0 to 4.45; Gentian Shirtings, per 
piece, Tla. 2.8.0 to 3.0.0; Chintz, per piece, Tis. 1.4.5 to 1.9.0; Turkey 
Reds, 24 yards, per piece, Tls. 2.0.0 to 2.5.0; Camleta, English, SS, per 
piece, Tls. 12.0.0 to 12.2.5; SSS, Tls. 11.5.0 to 12.0.0; Spanish Stripes, 
per yard, Ts. 0.5.0 to 0.5.5; Medium Broad and Habit Cloth, Tis. 1.0.0 
to 1.5.0; Long Ells, Scarlet, per piece, Tls. 6.0.5 to 6.2.0; Iron: Nail Rod, 


per picul, Tls. 1.9.0 to 2.2.0 ; Lead, per picul, Tla. 5.2.5 to 5.3.0 


Haxxow.—Cotton Goods: Grey Shirtings 8} Ibs. had ruled 1 to 2 
candareens over the closing quotations of last mail, but sales had been on 
a smaller scale, as the Szechuen dealers were drawing their supplies from 
Shanghai direct. 7 Ibs. cloth scarce, and much wanted at an advance. 
Some enquiry for heavy Shirtings at higher rates. Clos ng quotations 
Tis. 2.00 to 2.08 for 7 1:8., Tls, 2.17 to 2.22 for 8} lbs., and Tls. 2.80 to 
2.90 for 9% Ibs. goods. White Shirtings: 64/66 reed goods in moderate 
enquiry, at Tls. 2.25 to 2.87 per piece. T-Cloths: Demand fallen off, 
sales less easily effected at a decline of 2 to 3 candareens per piece. Drills: 
Sales at low rates, little demand. Fancy Cottons, very little enquiry. 
Wovllens and Worsteds—Camlets dull of sales, stocks increased. Last- 
ings not wanted. Long Ells again lower, hardly any business reported. 
Spanish stripes and medium cloths taken in retail quantities only. 
Figured Orleans: Few enquiries, at lower prices. China Crapes: Not 
asked for. Lead: Business very limited, but there was a slight advance 
to note. Quicksilver: Unchanged ; small sales at quotations. Tin: No 
stock. The quotations ruled as follows :—T-Cloths, 6 to 64 lbs., $1.4 to 
1.6 ; 7 Iba., $1.6.5 to 1.7.8; 8 to. 84 Ibs., $2.0.2 to 2.1.3. Drills, American, 
$8.6.5 to 3.7.5; English, $3.4 to 3.6. Spotted shirtiugs, per piece, $2.2. 
Brocades, $2.0.5 to 3.1.5 ; Spanish stripes, per yard, $5.5 to 6.8 ; mediam 
cloth, per yard, $0.9 to 1.16 ; habit cloth,'per yard, $1.2.5 to 1.4.0; broad 
cloth, per yard, $1.8to 1.6. Camlets, Engliah, S , per piece, $12.8 to 13.3 ; 
S.S. per piece, $12. 9 to 12.4 ; lastings, $1.1.5 to 11.3 ; long ells, $6.0.5 
to 6.2.5 ; Lead, per picul, $5.5.0 to 5.7.0 ; Quicksilver, per picul, $50.5 to 
50.7.5. 

Foocnow.—The sales during the interval had comprised 1,000 pieces 
7 Ibs. Grey Shirtings, at $2.72 per piece; 500 pieces 7 Ib. T-Cloths, <¢ 
$2.40 per piece; 100 pieces Scarlet Long Ells, at $8.30 per piece ; 280 piculs 
Lead, at $7.52 per picul. 

Hone Kone.—Messrs. Olyphant and Co.’s Report, dated 24th Jeuuary, 
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contains the following :— Raw Cotton: With a continued good demand 
throughout the fortnight a steady business has resulted in Indian staple, 
and the market closes very firm. Cotton Yarn: The stock of Nos. 16-24 
in native hands baving become reduced to a very small compass, the 
dealers have displayed an increased desire to supply themselves, and mode- 
rate sales have resulted, helders having been enabled to advance their 
asking figures $2.50 per bale for Englieb, and $2.50 to $5 for Bombay 
kinds, The inquiry for Nos, 28-32 has not strengthened, and, without 
anything of moment having transpired, former quutations are repeated. 
Nos. 38-42 are in small supply, and are still held at high rates. Piece 
Goods : ‘Transactions have ben upon an increased scale, and the business 
of the fortnight has been much larger than might have been expected at the 
date of the despatch of last mail. The Chinese, however, are sanguine of a 


good demand after the turn of their vear, and have therefore bought fairly, | 


even at the advanced rates quoted. 7 and 8.4 1b, Grey Shirtings have been 
moderately tuken at an advance of 2to 5 cents per piece, and at thia in. 
creased figure holders are very firm; 8.8 ]b. to 9.12 Ib. are all nominally 
5 cents dearer; 10 lb. goods are in demand, for shipment to the North, 
and a rive of fully 10 cents per piece is quoted. White Shirtings of all 
counts are dearer, witb an upward tendency, and the common kinds are 
sought after whilst the suppls on offer is very small. Somesmall sales of 
English and Dutch Drills bave been made upon easier terms, and bolders 
have offered considerable parcels at public sale, at which bids were co low as 
to occasion the withdrawal of most of the goods. Quotations for American 
Cottons are nominally unaltered. Settlements of 6 and 7 Ib. T-Cloths have 
been made to a moderate extent, and common 6 Ib. goods display an increase 
in value of 2 to 5 cents per piece, whilst prices of all other weights remain 
unchanged ; 8 lb. goods, however, meet with ready rale. Assorted Bro- 
cades and Sputted Shirtings have advanced, whilst White are unchanged. 
Turkey Reds are in full supply and are lower. Chintzes are quoted 
dearer, and good are wanted. Woollens: Scarlet Long Ells are weaker, 
and Assorted unchanged, but neglected. Spanish Stripes are somewhat 
firmer. Blankets continue dull, and can only be placed at public sale. 
The supply of superior Lastings is very small, and in consequence the de- 
mand is steady. Camlcts have been parted with upon slightly easier terms. 
Datch Camlets are, however, more firmly held. Metals: Nail Rod, Bar, 
and Hoop Iron are analtered in value. Lead is beld rather above buyers’ 
ideas, ‘Tin is less inquired for, and has fallen $1 to 1.50 per picol. 
Quicksilver is held for higher rates. Coal: Arrivals have been 4,234 
tons Sydney and 1,488 tons of Cardiff. Sales have been 908 
tons of the former at $5 to 5.70 per ten, and 4532 tons of the latter 
at $7 per ton, Thecargo of Anthracite coals, some 1,500 tons, brought by 
the Witch of the Wave, has been offered unsuccessfully at $7, ex ship 
while it is reported thot even a lower figure is difficult to obtain. Gin- 
sepg: No business bas been reported, and the market remains quiet. The 
current quotativns were :—Cotton Yarn, per bale, 16 to 24, Tls. 140 to 
145 ; 28 to 82, Tls. 142.50 to 150 ; 38 to 42, Tis. 175 to 185; Grey Shirt- 
ings, 7 Ibs., ‘Tle. 2.45 to 2.55; 8.4 Ibs., Tle. 2.80 to 2.85; 9 to 10 Ibs., 
Tis. 3 to 3.90 ; White Shirtings, 54 to 72, Tis. 2.55 to 3.75; fine, Tls. 4.20; 
T-Cloths, 6 Ibs., Tis, 1.95 to 2 ; 7 Ibs., Tls. 2.15 to 2.20; Mexicans, Tls. 
2.80 to 2.40; 8 to 8.4 Its., Ts. 2.65 to 2.30; Grey Twills, per piece, Eng- 
lisb, Tls, 4.65 to 4.75; American, Tla. 5 to 5.10; Dutch, Tls. 4.70 to 
4.85; Spotted Shirtings, Tis, 2.60 to 8.20; Brocades, White, $2.70 to 
$3.50; Long Ells, per piece, Scarlet, Tis. 7.40 to 7.60; Assorted, Ts, 
7.80 to 7.50; Blankets, Ts. 0.43 to 0.50 ; Camlets, SSS, Tls. 13 to 13.50 ; 
S.S., Tle. 15.25 to 15.75; S., Ts. 17 to 17,50; Iron Nail Rods, Nor. 1 to 
6, Tle. 2.30 to 2.50. 

Baravia.— Business in Cotton Goods had been on a most limited scale. 
Cambrics, 45 inch by 12 yards, all makes and qualities neglected ; sales 
only effected at reduced rates; superior, 15/16°-, f.5 to £.10 ; medium, 

’ £4.75 to £.4.85; ordinary, f.4.60 to f.4.70 per piece; 24s., £.3 to £.9.25 5 
80’s and 36's, nominal. White Sbirtings, 40 yard», 36 inch 64 reed valned 
at f.8.50 to f.8.75, although in no inquiry; 4//11 inch taken at f.9 ta 
£94; 45 inch very quiet; good medium, f.10.50 per piece. Grey Shirtings, 
884 yards, sales of 39 inch 7 Ib. are reported at f£.7 to £.73 per piece; and 
of 84 Ib. at f.8 per picce, both at one month. Maddapollams, 24 yards, trans= 
actions in Dutch restricted to actual requirements; White, 33/34 inch f.5.25 
to f.5.385; 40.41 inch, £.6 to f.9.25. Grey, 34.33 inch, f.5 to £.5.25 ; 43.44 
inch, f.6 to f.6.25. Envglish Grey, 32 inch, sold at {.3 per piece cash. 
In English White, doing nothing. Prints, 9.8 by 24 yards: Season closed. 
Twist, grey, No. 40's placed, at f.400 to f.410 per bale, one month. Nos. 
20, 24, and 30, without demand. Iron, ample supplics ; sales at £.9.50 
to £.9.75 per picul ; English, difficult of sale at f.6 to f.6.50 per picul. 

PENANG.—Owing to the Chinese New Year holidays, business in im- 
ports had been very dull, buyers only purchasing for immediate wants. 
Grey Shirtings, 6 lbs., had been disposed of at £15 und 44 per corge, with 
avery small inquiry for the heavier class of these goods. Grey Long Cloths 
not asked for; prices nominal. Grey Madapollams: Steck cleared. Grey 
T-Cloths: Moderate demands; sales of 6 Ibs. at $37}, of 7 lbs. at $434 to 
48 per corge. White Shirtings continued very duil; small quantities of 
taedium sold at $60 and 63, tine at $82 and 84 per corge. White Cam- 
brics: Small demand for low; medium bonght at $27, and Nos, 16-16 
at $324 per corge. Yarn very dull ; prices somewhat weaker. 


STRAITS, JAVA, CHINA, AND JAPAN EXPORTS. 
—-9——_ 
TEA. 

Yorouama.—The demand for good medium to finest teas bad continued 
brisk, and settlementa bad been made to the extent of about 6,000 piculs, 
almost entirely for the New York market. ‘The native dealers had been 
firm, and prices again showed an advance of from $1 to $2 per picul on 
those last quoted, and the market closed tirm. Supplies as usual at this 
periol of the season were falling off, and stocks, therefore, were much 
reduced. The America bad taken 79,173 lbs. for San Francisco, and 
88,467 Ibs. for New York ; and the Westbury 320,700 Ibs. for New York. 
Quotations : Common, $22 to 24 per picul, nominal ; Good Common, $25 
to 27 ditto; Medium, $28 to 31 ditto; Good Medium, $32 to 34 ditto; 
Fine, $86 to 38 ditto; Finest, $39 to 44 ditto; Choice, nominal. 

Suaneual.—Black: An unimportant business had been transacted. 


s showed no great change, but were, perhaps, a shade lower. Sup- 
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plies had been very small, and the stock was slightly reduced. Settle- 
ments for the fortnight, 2,157 chests; stock, 37 chepa, or 9,097 packages. 
Quotations (duty paid) :—Hohow, common to fair, Tls, 17 to 20; Oonam, 
common, Tls, 19; Ningchow, common, Tls. 19; Sbanghai-packed, Tle. 
16. Green: In the early part of the fortnight the market was quiet, but 
subsequently a demand had sprung up, and purchases amounted to 24,2700 
half-chests. Price for good medium to fine Teas had advanced from one 
to two taels per picul on last mail’s quotations; common kinds bad also 
commanded full rates. Quotations: Moyune and Teenkai, ‘Ile, 31 to 41; 
Fychow, Tls. 26 to 86; Pingsuey, Tls. 830 to 81; Shanghai packed, Tis. 
25 to 30. Settlements for the fortnight, 24,700 half-chests ; re-ship- 


/ ments on owners’ account, 760 half-chests; stock, 115 chops, or 50,276 


half-chests. 

Foocuow.—The business done since the departure of last mail had left 
the market almost bare of stock. Prices were unchanged. Supplies, as 
compared with last seasun, showed a falling off as follows: Congou, 25,094 
chests; Souchong, 4,171 chests ; Oolong, 35,817 half-chests; and Scented 
Teas, 88,770 boxes. In Flowery Pekoe there was an increase of 2,410 
chests, and Green Teas of 4,800 packages. Congou: In the early part of 
the fortnight a farther advance was tried by the teamen, but after learn- 
ing of the unfavourable advices from all quarters, previous rates were ac- 
cepted. Saouchong: The settlements show no change. Oolong, Flowery 
Fekoe, Scented Teas: No business. Green: One parcel of 2,427 packages 
had been settled at Tls. 224, a proportion which may be considered moderate 
as compared with Shanghai rates. The remainder of the stuck had been 
shipped off on Chinese account. 

Canton. —There had been more doing, teamen being anxious to realise, 
and close their accounts before China New Year. A reduction of 1 to 2 
taels had been the result, but holders, as a rule, were not disposed to sell 
at this decline. It was said that some of the settlements will be forwarded 
on native account. The Gunpowders are reported as voing forward to the 
colonies, and under Continental orders. Pzices unchanged. Canton settle- 
ments from 6th and 20th January, 1870 : —Country Congous, nil ; Canton 
District Congous, nil ; Scented Orange Pekoe, 2 700 boxes at Tix. 20 to 25 ; 
Scented Caper, 8,000 boxes at TIs. 12 to 16; Canton Greens, Gunpowder, 
8,600 boxes at Tis. 14 to 23; Young Hyson, Country Greens, nil. 


SILK. 

Yornonasa.—An improved demand had imparted more activity to the 
market, and settlements bad reached 750 bales. The price- of the lower 
grades of Hanks attracted attention first chiefly to these classes, but as 
they became less abundant, silkmen daily advanced their preten-ions, and 
arise of fully $30 to 40 bas to be noted. Other Hanks and Oxhus bad 
shared the effect of the general improved tone, though in a smaller degree; 
and silkmen had assumed such extravagant pretensions for all sorts that 
business was again checked; even the desire to settle for the new year 
seemed to have little influence. The quotations were—Hanks, M) bash and 
Sincha, extra, 348. 6d.; best, 31s. 1Ud. to 38s. $d. ; medium, 2s. 1d. to 
31s.; inferior, 25s. 7d. to 27s. 11d.; Oshu, extra, 34s. 11d.; best, 
8ls. 10d. to 388, 9d.; medium, 28s. 9d. to Bls.; inferior, 244, to 26s, ; 
Coshu, best, 27s. 2d. to 28. 9d.; medium, 24s, 10d. to 26s. 9.; Sodai, 
best, 27s. 7d. to 283, 9d.; medium, 24s. 10d. to 26s. 9d. 

Suasxouar—The following is from Messrs. Skeggs and Co.'s Circular, 
dated 18th January :—‘ Immediately after the departure of laxt mail basi- 
ness was sgain commenced and bas steadily progressed, reaching at the 
close a much larger amount than had been anticipated. S:ttlements are 
estimated at about 2,200 bales, and the present stuck is reduced 1o about 
700 bales. As might be expected with such large transactiuns, prices have 
been forced up and show an advance of Tls. 5 on chops, and I'ls. 5 to 40 
on other descriptions of Tsatlees; Choopings and Koo-fong sings having 
been sold at Tls, 560, equal to 29a. Gd. Dragons, Tls. 555, equal to 
293. 3d. ; and Red Peacocks, Tla. 4624, equal to 24s. 5d. Haining bave 
been in better request, sharing the rise to the extent of Tls. 10; No. 2 
Fatmow fetching Tls. 465, equal to 248. 7d., and a quantity of mediam 
sorts have been taken atfrom Tl». 430 to 450. Taysaams are much 
wanted, and realise equally high prices. A considerable portion of the 
business has deen in barter for Woollen Goods otherwise unsaleable at this 
period of the year. These high prices will, no doubt, bring fuller supplies 
to the market than bas hitherto been expected, and the export will pro- 
bably reach about 39,000 bales.” 


JAVA AND STRAITS PRODUCE. 

Batavia.—Arrack : £.95 per leaguer; sales. Cloves: f.28 per picnl ; 
dull. Coffee: Java, none in the market; 1,000 piculs Pamanoekan sold 
at f. 48.09 per picul. Cubebs: f. 14.50 per picul; sales. Gutta Fercha : 
f. 60 to f.120 per picul, according to quality ; small supplies. Gum Dam- 
nar: f.42 to 43 per picul; sales. Hides: Cow, 35e. to 40c.; Buifalo, 
28c. to 28c. per pound, according to quality. India Rubber: t 93 to f.105 
per picul; sales, and scarce. Indigo: Sales at Samarang, f.5.25 to 1.5.30 
per Ib. for first quality. Mace: f.150 per picul; sales, and scarce. Nut- 
megs: f.115 per picul; sales, and scarce. Pepper: Black, f.17.50, sales ; 
white, no stocks. Rice: First quality, f.165 to f.180 per coyany ; second, 
f.125 to f.145 per coyang; cargo, f.110 to f.115 per coyang. Rattans; 
Borneo, f.10.50 to f.13 per picul, none; and Padang, f.8 to 1.9 per pical, 
sales, Sapanwood: Manila in bond, none; Java, f.3 to 1.3.50 per picul: 
tales. Sugar: No. 14 and lower, f.16.50 per picul, sales; No. 15/20, 
f. 15.50 f.to 15.75 per picul, sales. 

SincaPorE.—The folluwing is from the Borneo Company's report :-— 
The usual preparation by our dealers for the Chinese New Year have in- 
terrupted business, and we have had a very limited demand for poods ene- 
rally, with the exceptions, perhaps, of Grey Shirtings and fine Yana, which 
are.in reduced stock and continue to be sought after; holders have siown 
little eagerness to force sales, and our quotations for the most part are 
fully maintained. Grey Shirtings, 39 inch: The inquiry for 7 and 84 Ib. 
keeps moderately active, and prices have slightly improved 4 inch Shirt- 
ings of 9 and 10 Ib. weight continue in request, and in thei: abse:ce 8 Ib. 
have been moving mere freely, Present value is :—6 1b., $2.11/17; 7 Ib., 
$2.50/524; 84 1b., $2.924/95 per piece. Grey T-Cloths are tirmer, though 
sales have been restricted to some extent by the advanced prices holders 
now demand. There are buyers of 4 Ibs., $1.35/40; 44 Ibs., $1.45/50 ; 
5 Ibs., $1.55/60; G lbs., $1.824/874; 7 Ibs, $2.10/15 per piece. Grey 
Madapollams: Stocks reduced, and value advanced to $214 to 21§ per 
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corge tor 2} lus., and $22 to 224 for Bibs. Grey Driils continue ne- 
glected ; quotations nominal. White Shirtinzs: Transactions Inmited ; no 
improvement can be noticed in prices, which remain at, 45/50 reed, 
$2.20/25 ; 56758 reed,$2.601/70; 64/66 reed, $3.124/174; 70/72 reed, $3.55/65 
per piece. White Madapollams inquired for at $224 to $234 per corge, 
and fewremainin first hands, Grey Twist: The lower numbers are still slow 
of sale, and the transactions reported in No. 30 are also small. No, 40 isin 
Fequest and supplies recently to hand, having been cleared, purchases for 
arrival have taken place at $1474 to 150 per bale. We quote: Nos. 
16-24, €125 to 1274 por bale; Nv. 30, $137 to 140; No. 40, $150 to 
152}, Woollers: The market continues inactive. 30 lb. Cumlets, as- 
sorted colours, are quoted $16} to 163 per piece, but no sales are re- 
ported.” Spanish Stripes have been placed to a small extent at 77jc. to 
80c. per yard, and Bombazettes at $3.20 to 8.30 per piece, 121b, Scarlet 
Long Ells are without enquiry at $7% to 8 per piece. Iron isin beavy 
stock and the demand is extremely small at $2.40 to 2.45 per piece for 
Govan bolt and bar; and $2.85 to 2.40 for nail-rod. Swedish Steel is 
also difficult to move at $3.60 to 6.65 per tub, Pig Lead is in re- 
aquest, and small parcels afloat have been taken for arrival at $6 to 6} per 
icu. 

FuNanG.—There had been little business of importance, Only one 
purchase of Tin was reported at $26 per picul, but for India and China 
native merchants bad paid as high as $26} to 26.80, credit. No Pepper 
had come forward, and a former arrival of 3,000 piculs had been dixposed 
of at $7.25 to 7.50 per picul to native merchants for the Indian 
and Chinese markets. Cloves, Penang growth, had met buyers at 
$18} per picul. There was atill a little Cutch on the market. 
Fish Maws had been very scarce; there had only been a small arrival 
during the fortnight of some whole, which was taken at $74 per 
pic! Arrivalsof Gum Benjamin No, 1 had been purchased at $50, and 
of No, 2, T. T. and Co., of medium quality, was secured at $192 per picul. 
There was very little left on the market. Very little Gutta Percha had 
come forward, and the small lots that arrived were taken at $70 to $804 
per picul, according to quality. There had been a fair supply of Buffalo, 


‘Fides, which bad bad ready buyers at $10 and 10} per picul. Cow 
' Hides had been very scarce, and purchased at $14} for picked skins, 
‘florns had sustained former rates, and arrivals were taken at $10 and 10} 


per picul, according to size. India Rubber had come forward in small 
quantities, and bought at $36 and 86} per picul. 


Sugar in improved 
demand, prices somewhat firmer, ’ . 





EXPORT OF TEA AND SILK, SEASON 1869-70. 
70 GERAT BRITAIN. 




















From SILK 
From From 
Date. a Shang-| FFO™ | From Canton, Total | Total 
N. hal and chow, | Amoy- | Macao, Ibe, Bales 
sak), [Hank &e, & Cses 
From June 1 to Dec. 
S1, 1849 ......... eoeee, 74573|67441165 46726884; 1349918) 13045128/128637668| 32478 
Corresponding pe! | 
fast sesaseeneee 751407, 65565678 49533375 +. — (121291971127959657] 43022 
Shipments Since ; 
1870. 
Jan. 6 per Omla From Shanghai . 1,136,538 
— 8&8... Fontenaye Do. we 670780 
— 13... Westburn « Foochow eo =: 702.100 
— 14 .. Red Riding Hood 2 Day we 961,800 
— 25... Ellora (ml. str.) .. Shanghai, &c, — 2,595 
TO THE CONTINENT, 
From June 1 to Dec, ! Bales. 
31, 1869 ...... eee cece ove oe ove 2049417] 11330 
Corresponding peri 
[WSt BCABOR. secre vee se oe oe . 3476339] 16617 
Shipments Since ; 
Jan. 1 per Ensign From Foochow 482,100 
— 15... Figaro ees ws 192,000 
— 11... Diamond ae Do «- 657,500 
— 2... Ellora (ml. str.) . Shanghai, &c. ooo - 


TO UNITED STATES. 





or 











Pels. 
27097511) 834 
24489775) 1,318 





Corresponding peri 0K 
Last SCA80N....0+...06 


- o- we ove eve 
Shipments Since ; 

1870. 

Jan. 1 per Elizabeth Nicholson From Shanghai vee 1,086,140 

— Ll... America «+» Yokohama +. 88,467 

— 9... Wesbu ove Do. +. 320,700 

— 12... Margarita «» Amoy we 356.636 

— 14... City of Perth +. Shanghai oe 56,075 

— 15... New York (str.) =, 465,207 4 
— —... Japan Do. ove - 24 


TO AUSTRALIA. 

* From June 1 to Dec. 31,1869 =... ove 

Corresponding period last year... ais ove 
Shipments Since ; 


we 11,112,391 Ib 
ee 15,714,349 


oe 






1870. 
Jan. 15 per Onward From Hong Kong ws. =—«38, 440 
— 2... G.H. Peake oe Do eos 279,220 
TO GREAT BRITAIN. 
Silk bales 
Tea—lbs. China 
& Japan, 
F.om 1843 to 1844...000 ss 51,022,600 a 
+» 1845 to 1846 ..... om ee 57,334,200 | 18,604 
» 1850 to 1851...... 3 “= 63 972.000 | 22,143 
+» 1858 to 1854. ave ne + 77,327,800 | 61,280 
» 1855 to 1856, as es 92.210 300 | 560 481 
»» 1857 to 1858. Sa 8 76,990,255 | 68,315 
» 1858 to 1869. ‘i ane 65.789,792 | 83,134 
» 1859 to 1860...... we i 6s 85,560,452 | 64,169 
1» 1860 to 1861...... Se ate ese 90,066,160 | 76,644 
» 1861 to 1862...... i s aia 109,854,040 | 79,199 
vy 1862 to 1863...... . até eee 121.273.5680 | 72,887 
1» 1863 to 1864...... nt : 117,463,586 | 46,603 
+» 1864 to 1865. ons My. 121,236 870 | 32.313 
» 1865 to 1866 ive é 118,333 042 | 62,499 
+» 1866 to 1867. = ne 5 118,473,220 | 50 052 


{) 1867 to 1868. 


“ 116,890,430 
sy 1863 to 1869....., 


142,789,804 | 70,917 
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ON LONDON. 4 
At | Bank Bills, Credits. Documentary. 
Cokohama, 6 m. 8, e 4s, 61d. 4s. 7d. 4s. 7d. 
Shanghai yy, “| 6s. O}d. 6s. Ofd. 6s. 1d. 
Canton” ne | , 
— Kong ,, ,, 4s. 5§d. 4s. 53d. 4s. 6d. 
Macao ant a 
aa non ae] = hg | “ be = at 
ania 99 99 fee es , L 
Colombo 4, 4, ...! par | lto 2 dis. lto 2 
\ 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
- | At Shanghai. At Hong Kong. 
Billson India... wee ove 300 to 301 2224 
» Hong Kong... = 26 to 26} dis. _ 
Mar wilver... sea a aes 111.6.0 9} prem. 
Mexican dollars ... 73.7.0 + prem, 


Bous, at Yokohama, 335 to 350 per 100 dols. 


SIIARES AT HONG KONG. 
Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank, New, 20; Old, 36 to 37 per cent. premium. 
Hong Kong Gas Company, 44 dols. per share. 
Hong Kong and Whainp +a Dock, 9 per cent. discount. 
U.ion Dock Company, 445 to 50 per cent. discount. 
China Traders’ Insurance, 1,400 to 1,500 dols. premium. 
Heel shares, 50 to 60 per cent. discount. 
Hong Kong‘ and Macao Steainbout Company, 26 per cent. premium. 





Shippiny Intelligence. 


ARRIVALS. 

At Yokonama.—From Shields, Jan. 3, Peter Joynson; 6, James 
Watt; from London, Jan. 15, Napier. 

At SHancuat.—From Glasgow, Jan. 17, Melrose Abbey ; from Sun- 
derland, 11, Aldebaran. R: ported by telegram, from tecacs, &e., 
Princess of Wales, Titania, Caliph, Hertiordshire, Achilles (str.). 

At Hone Kone and Canton.— From London, Jan. 14, Conchita (str.), 
Everest, 22, Fuirleader ; from Glasgow, 20, Grace Peile; 21, Appin (str.); 
from Portland, 14, Hathie C. Besse ; from Swangea, 12, Fort Regent ; 
from Newcastle, 16, Jules Dufaure, Ambassador ; from Hamburg, 10, 
Bertha; 12, Panama 22, Formora; from Bremen, 19, Wiliy; from 
New York, 21, Golden Star ; from Callao, 22, America. Reported by 
telegram, from Cardiff, Canada. 

At Manita.—From Liverpool, Jan. 5, Amigos, 18, Panama; from 
Cardiff, Chica. 

At Sincaprore.—From London, Jan. 20, Arabia; 26, Antipodes; 27, 
Belle of Soutbesk ; from Dundee, 19, Early Morn; from Glasgow, 
21, Loch Ken ; from Cardiff, 24, Jorgen Bruhn; 30, Constantine ; from 
Hamburg, M. W. Sass. Reported by telegram as having arrived pre- 
vious to Feb, 15, Hydecoper(?), Banda, Wemys Castle, Modane. 

At Penang.— From Hull, Feb. 2, Ystarat. 

At Batavia.—From London, Jan. 21, Gladiator ; from Liverpool, 
22, Maranon ; from Amsterdam, 11, Aldebaran, Admiraal de Ray ter ; 
21, Waterloo; 24, Peter Adolph ; from Rotterdam, 22, Jacoba Cornelia ; 
24, Maria Adriana. 

At Bancxox.—From Bordeaux, Dec. 18, Diana ; from Hamburg, 12, 
Palma. 


DEPARTURES. 

From Yoxouama.—For New York, Jan. 8, Westbury; for United 
States, Havelock, 

From SHancual.—For New York, Jan. 15, City of Perth, Nestor 
Princess of Wales. 

From Foocuow.—For London, Jan. 12, Westburn; 14, Red Riding 
Hood; for Falmouth, 15, Figaro ; 17, Diamond. 

From Hone Kone and Cantox.—For Liverpool, Jan. 13, Camana; 
for London, 18, Neville ; for Falmouth, 15, Empress ; for Callao, 14, 
Mahela. 

From Manita.—For Copenhagen, Jan. 13, Havfruen ; for Cadiz, 8, 
Elena. 

From Srncapore.—For London, Jan. 26, Staffa; 28, Glenlyon: for 
Liverpool, 29, M.C. Nelson; for Falmouth, 30, Edith; for New York, 
80, Abbie Clifford, Clydesval. ' 

From Penane.— For London, Jan. 24, Parana. 

From Batavra.—For Holland, Jan. 18, Courser, Doelwyk ; 24, 
Robertus Hendrikus ; for United States (via Padang), 20, Balnagurth. 

From Banckox.—For Europe, &c., Dec. $1, Benmore ; Jan. 8, 
Macedon, Venus ; 11, British Empire. 


VESSELS LOADING. 


At Yoxronama.—For New York, Crest of the Wave, Benefactress, 
Havelock, Rockliff; for Boston, Alphonsine. 

At Ssaneuar.—For London, Callisto, Loudoun Castle, Dartmouth, 
Nestor (#t.) ; for NewYork, Good Hope, Sarah Nicholson, Harlow. 

At Foocnow.—For London, Portland, Coulnakyle ; for Continent, 
Joseph Hombro; for New York, Avon. 

At Hone Kone and Canton.—For London, Dudbrook ; Princess 
of Wales; for New York, Music. 

At MasiLa.— For London, Victoria; for New York, Adelina, Samue? 
Larrabee 

At Surcaporr.—For London, Carmarthenshire, Dilbhur, Tartar; 


j il from 
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for Glasgow, Hermon; for Live 

ue Green ; for Boston, Nabob 

Ket, Pallas, Yvone. ; 
At Penance. — For London, James Paton, Albuers. 


1, Loch Ken; for New York, 


* At Baravia'—For Earepe; Anita, Flora, George Crashaw, Kate. 
k, -, 


Swanton, Krimpen van der ‘Landdrost Brann, Penrith. 





FREIGHTS AND CHARTERS. 
At Yoxonaua—To London, 


York, £2 to £2 6. per ton, of 40 cubic feet. 


At Suaxonat—To Lonion and New York rates remain at £2 to: 


£2 10s. per ton reapectively. 
At Foocuow.--To London, £2 to £2 5a.; to New York, £2 10s. 
At Hone Kone and Cantox.—To London, £2 103.; to New York, 
£2 per ton. a 
At Manita.—To London, 8 


» £2 108.: Hemp, £8. Nominal. 
At Sixearons.—For United 
Hides. 


ngdom, £2 2s. 6d. to £2 10s. ; and 

At Pxnaxa.—To Londop, £2 be. dead weight ; £2 10s. light weight. 

VESSELS PASSED STRAITS OF SUNDA. 
Shi; From 


Date. Pp. . To. 
Dee. 28 Barbadian ee Singapore .-» Boston 
» — Biam we Shanghai oe Falmouth 
n — A.C. Otis coe ©=Manila --- New York 
» 26 Mille .-- Marseilles ... Saigon 
» = Jedo oo Batavia ee Rotterdam 
» 27 Rifleman «. Yokobama ee Boston 
» —— Ravensbourne ee Hiogo ee New York 
n 80 Str. Bangkok Glasgow -.. Bingapore 
Jan. 2 Arracan Hong Kong ee New York 
» — Earl of Dalhousie Fouchow i ai 
» = Bunker Hill ... Manila ee Boston 
» — Henri Joseph -. Bordeaux ... Batavia 
» — Polly Lewis ... Singapore .- Boston 
» — Etha Rickmers - Shanghai .. New York 
n 7 Cosmopolitan ee Manila . Cadiz 
» — Jurgen . Amoy .. New York 
» =< Medina .. Hong Kong .- Londen 
» co Nyassa +» Shanghai ee London 
» — Haze .. Hong Kong co New York 
» — Horatio eee Shanghai .. New York 
» 7 D* Maria Pia -. Macao ... Havana 
1» 8 Ocean Bride .. Bangkok eee Falmouth 
». 9 Antipodes eee London .. Order 
1») = Elizabeth Dongall ... Shanghai ws New York 
n — Dorige Meauria ee Manila ee. London 
‘y» — M. W. Sass «. Hambarg . Singapore 
» 10 Aldebaran «. Rotterdam  .... Batavia 
1» — Sopbia K. der Nederl. ... Amaterdam .- Singapore 
nw 12 Pellatrix «oe Amsterdam oe Sourabaya 
» o— Georges and Mathilde ... Singapore soe Marseilles 
_» o> Huydecoper .. Rotterdam .. Singapore 
“yy <= Grenadier Yokohama .. London 
» 18 Vinquine Victoria Tlo No . Cork 
» 14 Mount Vernon «. Singapore eee Liverpool 
» = Hadone Bordeaux .. London’ ' 
» <= Elizabeth Nicholson Shanghai eee London" 
» 15 Ensign se Foochow «. Amsterdam 
» = Exmeralda ... Hong Kong oe. Falmouth 
» 17 Coldinghame «. Singapore ... London 
» 18 Neva ... Macao .. Havana 
CASUALTIES. 


HONG KONG. 

The American ship Golden State reports experiencing heavy gales on 
leaving, and afterwards light winds to the Equator, which was crossed in 
long. 81 W. on Nov. Ist. Had light winds to 80 S., and from Nov. 15th 
frevh westerly winds. Passed the meridian of the Cape of Guod Hope on 
Nov, 26th, in Jat. 48 §., and experienced fresh wind till reaching the 
Eastern Passage. Lay fifteen days becalmed in the Gilvlo Passage, 
during which time she spoke the following vessels:—The Dutch sbip 
Bilderd) ke, from Batavia, to California; Dutch barque Amberwitch, from 
Batavia, to Amoy ;-Datch barque Ida, from Samarang, to Sourabaya; 
American burque Kate Alleine. Experienced on nearing the China coast 
light N.E. monsoon, which continued until arrival. 

The British barque Grace Peile reports having experienced fine weather 
on leaving to as far as the line, and crossed in 24 W. on Oct. let. Passed 
the meridian of the Cape of Good Hope, in lat. 89 S., on Oct. 27; came 
by the Eastern Pa-sage, and experienced on nearing the China Cvast N.E. 
Bales and very heavy sea. Spoke Agamemnon, from London, bound to 
Melbourne on Sept 5; the British ship Bukamian, and the B itish barque 
Anve Buckham, from Iquique, bound to Haverford West, 90 days out, 
‘on Sept. 16; Britivh barque Crusader, from Tillicberry, bound to Havre, 
France, 106 days out, on Sept. 17; on Sept. 20 the Taitsing, from Shang- 
hai, bound to London, 96 days out ; Oct. 14, the British shtp-Whittington, 
from Went Cuast of Peru; British barque Stevers, from Sunderland to 
Singapore, 97 days, on Nov. 17; Dec. 13, British barque Brave, of Jersey, 
from Cardiff, bound to Japan, 104 days vat ; Dutch barque Theresa, from 
Cardiff to Chefoo, 108 days out. 

SINGAPORE. 

The Sarawk steamer Royalist brought to this port the chief officer and 
crew of the British barque Sunshine, Captain Prebyn, which vessel was 
wrecked off the Maratabas entrancee to the Sarawak river. The Sunshine 
was bound from Manila to Singapore, in ballast. Captain Probyn and 

_, the ie officer remained behind to endeavour to save something from the 
wreck, 

The Dutch steamer Koning Willem ITI, Captain de Jong, from 
Bataviw 19th inst., arrived here, having in tow the North German sbip 

, Etha Rickmera, which vessel had been aground. in the Straits of Sunda, 
on the voyage from Shanghai to New York. She will go into dock here, 
and be surveyed in a day or two. 


Google 





aina ; for Bordeaux, Louise, Col- 


there is no veasel loading; to New, 


SHIPPING POSLSCRIPT. 


ABRIVALS NOTIN THB TABL¥S.—March 6 at Plymouth, from Batavia, 


Souraba,a Packet; 3, at Brouwershaven, from Batayi, Sumatra; 
Minister F.v.d. Putten, Anna. hee F 


Derarrounss. — March 8, from Cardiff, for Shanghai, J. Wishart; 6, 


| from L verpo 4, for Colombo, &c. (via Suez Canal), Statesman (atr.). 


Sroken.—Cameilla (3) (Eng. ship), Shanghai to London, a 
8., 56 E.; Constanza, Bangkok to Falmouth, Deo. 18, 32 8, 30 E.; 
Burdwan (Bag. sbip), London to Hong Kong, Jan. 28, 3 N., 28 W.; 


a Dutch ship, Amsterdam to Batavia, Jun. 4, 2 N., 24 W. 


Casuaury.—The Eleanor, Norrie, which sailed from London Feb. 
ee os Peeane, is reported to have slipped her cable in Prince's 
Channel. 

Misce.tawzovs.—At Suez, Mar. 5, Erl King (str.), from London 
for Singapore, &c., having paased through the E 


LATEST TELEGRAMS. 


—_—o— 


COLLISION BETWEEN THE “ ONEIDA” AND THE “ BOMBAY.” 
(RECEIVED BY THE P. AND 0. COMPANY.) , 


Gautz, Fes, 22.—About fifteen miles from Yokohama, bound in, the 
Bombay (Peninsular Oriental Company’s steamsbip) came into collisiqa 
witht American corvette Oneida. Latter ship sunk soon after, with lose 
of about 120 men. The Bombay not much injured.—W. Macautay, 
Supt. P. and O, S. N. Company, Hong Kong. an Ge 

Gave, Fes, 22.—The American corvette Oneida, when ran into by 
the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company’s steamship 
Bombay, had on board 176 men, of whom 56 were saved. . 

The P.O. Company haying telegraphed to their superintendent 
at Bumbay for further particulars. received the following reply :—— 

“ BomBay, 8rd, 4.5 P.m.—Cullision between the Bombay. wud. the 
Oneida occurred 24th of January, about twenty miles from Yokohama, 
at 7 P.M., quite dark, the Oneida being under all sai) and steam, going 
thirteen knots; the Bombay steaming head to wind, going eight knots. 
The Bombay ported her helm, shutting in the Onetda’s green lights ; 
the Oneida starboarded her helm, crossing the Bombay's bows, 
rendering collision unavoidable. The Bombay felt the shuck +0 little. 
that Captain Eyre did not think the One'da could have been much 
damaged, and continued his voyage on to Yukuhama, The Oneida was 
cut down on the quarter and soon sank, with ove bundred and fifteen 
(115) men. Two of her boats with sixty-one men (61) escaped. Dv nos. 
know names of officers drowned. “45 

“Saved: Yates, master; Suddard, surgeon; Coninghield, captain's 
clerk; and fifty-seven (57) sailors and marines. The not 
damaged.” 

(via SAN FRANCISCO AND NEW YORK.) 
New Yorks, March 2. 

Full particulars bave arrived at San Francisco of the loss of the 
United States corvette Oneida, through a collision with the Poeinsular 
and Oriental steamer Bombay. The latter ves-el never stopped after the. 
cullision, though the Qneida’s guns were instantly fired. Great indig- 
nation is manifeated against the captain of the Bombay, ‘T,be Oncida’s 
boat saved fifty-six of the crew. Que hundred and twenty perished. 

CHINA. . ret a 
(Reorer’s Terzcrams, Recetvep Fes. 88, 1870.).. 

Hone Kong, Fes. 8.—Grey Shirtings, 64 catties, 8} Ib., $2.82}; 
firm. Cotton yarn, 16-24, $1.25; more business duing. Tea, quiet; 
total export China and Japan, 133,000,000Ibs. Exchange on Loniidn, 
Bank bills, six months sight, 4s. 53d. 

Latest London date January 16. 

Suaxonal, Fu. 8.—Grey Shirtings, 6} catties, 8} Ib., 2.25 taels, 
quiet. Cotton: Shanghai, 11 taels. Tea, anchanged. Silk, firm, buat 
less active; No. 3 Tsatlee, 5.50 taels. Settlements since last mail, 800- 
bales. Total export (China and Japan), 48,000 bales, Exchange on 
London, Bank bills, six months’ sight, 6s. 0jd. Freights: Tea, £2. 

JAVA. 

BaraviA, Fes. 8.— Coffee nominal; Sugar, No. 14, f.16]; Rice, 1st 
quality, £.165 to f.170; 2nd quality, f.130 to f.140; Gummi Elastic, 100f. 
to f.105; Arrack, f.100; Freight to Hollaod, £60; “Change on Holland, 
f.102 to £1023; Manufacturers somewhat firmer, in price. Arrivals: 
Friesland, Jacuda Helena. Departures: Goede Verwachberg, Isabella 
Johanna, Koamopoliet, Landbouw. 

Batavia, Fes 8.—(Point de Galle, Feb. 22), Sugar, No. 14, f.15; 
Rice, 1st quality, f.155 to 1.170; 2nd quality, f.125 to f.145; Arrack, f.904 
Freight to Holland, f.60 to £.65; ‘Change on Holland, f.101.75 to 102.75. 


t 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 


aeons 
BIRTHS. 

Axprrson—On the 23rd Feb.. at Ettrick Bank, Roxburghshire, the wife of Graham 
Anderson. Esq., of » dangbter. 

Hxypz—On the 15th Feb., at the Hotel, Bean Rivage, Oughy, Switzerland, Mra, P. 
von der Heyde, of Singapore. of a daughter. H 

Lovrgtro - On the 22nd Dec., 1869, at Nagasaki, Japan, the wife of Pedro Loureiro 
Eoq., Sharghai, of a son. ’ 

Parxger—On the 24th Jan., at Hong Kong. the wife of Mr. James Parker, of the 
Hong Kong and China Gas Company, of a son F j 

Watsu—On the 18th Jan., at 23, Queen's road, Hong Kong. the wife of William J. 
Walsh, of a daughter. f 

TietznL- On the 7th Jan., at Shanghai, Mrs. E. Tietzel, of a danghter. 

SetH—On the 29th Jan., at Singaporo, the wife of Mr. P. J. Seth, of a son. * 

CoLiixs.—On 28rd Dec., at Tientsio, the wife of G. W. Collins of Taka), of a 


daughter. 
MARRIAGES. f 
Exriotr—Sxrra.—On the 28rd Frb., at St. Patrick's, Waterford, by the. Rev. J. 
Bamforth, assisted by the Rev. W. Godfrey. B.A., Edward Elllott, Esq’, Ceylon 
Civil Service, and e'de-t son of the lare Dr, Eiliott, to Mary Emily, only child of 
the late W. Burke Smith, Exq., of Calcutta. 
Kxswicx—Dvusxux —On the 19h Jan., at 8t. Johr's Cathedral, by the Ven. Arch- 
deacon Gray, M.A., assisted by the Rey. Canon Beach, M.A., the Hon. William 
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Keswick M L.C. of Hong Kong, and of Beech Grove, Dumfriesshire, Scotland, 
to Ameiie Sophie, only daughter of the late Jean H. Dubeux, Esq.. of Paris. 
Parexson - StanKEY.—On the 24th Feb., at Wrenbury, Cheshire, by the Rev. Arthur 
Starkey vector of Bygrave, Herts, uncle of the bride, John Paterson, Esq., 
Anoy. China, to Alice, second daughter of Major Starkey, of Wrenbury Hall, 
Nantwich, ° 
Raws—Birrawan.—On the 24th Fob., at the parish church of Wath, Yorkshire, by 
the Rev, A. Blythman, rector of Sherrington, Oxfordshire, assisted by the Rev. 
R A. Baynes, vicar of St. Michael's, Coventry, and the Rev. H. Partington, 
vicar of the parish, the Rev. Frederick Aucustus, second gon of the late Leopold 
Reiss. Exq.. of Broom House, Eccles, Manchester, to Edith Susan, third daugh- 
ter of Rob rt Otter Blythman. Esq., of Swni on. Yorkshire. 
Epwanps—Cum.—On the Ist March, at Trinity Church, M lebono, by the Rev. 
=~ Henry Harris, vicar of Horbling, Lincolnshire, James Lyon Edwards, Esq., of 83, 
~ — Geeat Tower-street, and 7, the Avenue, Belsize Park, Hampstead, to Kutherine 
—Mary Clow, second daughter of Leonard Clow, Esq., of 9, Fitaroy-street, Fitsray- 


"square, Ww. 

P DEATHS. 

Haxrvor-—On the 2nd Jan., at Bangkok, W. H. Hamilton, of Buffalo, N. ¥., aged 
36 years, : 

Keatino—On the 23rd Phan rt Bayswater, Thomas Keating, Esq, of 79, St. Panl's- 
churchyard, in his 85th year. 

Torma—On the 2st Foh., at Cambridge, Jane Steuart Turing, widow of the late 
John R Turing, Esq.. formerly of Batavia. 

Truis0N —On the 28th Feb., at ‘hts residence, Haydon Hill, Bushey, Herts, and late 

ew of Manila, Philippine Islands, Frederick Tillson, Esq., aged 48 years, deeply 

lamented hy all his friends. 


T! om-ox~On the 20th Dec., at 
eseLeroy, N. ¥., U. 8. A. 




































Hankow, Frederick William Thompson, 8 native of 








NAVAL AND MILITARY. 


THE NAVY ESTIMATES, 

The total of the Navy Eatimates for the year 1870-71 is £9,250,530, 
the least that any Government has required for years past. For the 
year 1869 70 it was £9,996,641, and for 1868-9 it wa- nearly eleven 
millions, be-ides nearly three millions for the Abyssinian War. From 
the £9,250,530 of the present year we have to abate an estimated 
amount of extra receipts and repayments of £440,000 and the amount 
to be contributed by the Indian Government on account of the expense 
of the fleet on the Indian station is £70,000. These two together 
amount to £510,000, which, deducted from the total we have mentioned, 
leaves a net amount of £8,740,530. Thenet amount for last year was 
£9,530,862. Amongst the items of reduction are £5,974 in the scien - 
tific branch; 300,897 on steam machinery; and £207,652 on dock and 
naval yards at home and abroad. The decrease in the number of sea- 
men is 2,000. 

In those estimates which refer especially to China, Japan, and Singa- 
pore & considerable reduction has been made, but of the exact extent 
to which this has been effected it is difficult to judge, as many charges 
formerly merged into the estimates for foreign naval stations generally 
now apnear among the specific sums to be voted for the various sta- 
tions. thus showing an apparent increase where there has in reality 
been a reduction. This is especially the case with the estimate for 
the Hong Kong Naval Yard, for which a sum of £21,400 will be required 
ag against £17,547 last year; for the victualling yard at the same sta- 
tion the cxtimate ia the same as last year’s, £964, but tn the main- 
tenance «f the Melville hospital ship there is again an apparent increase, 
the figures being £3,738 avainst £3,679. The Shanghai Naval 
establishment appears in the estimates for the first time, being 
get down at £1,651. The expenses for “new works, buildings, 
machinery, and repairs” are estimated as follows :—Singapore, 
£100; Hong Kong, £400; Shanghai, £200, and under the same 
heading appears a sum of £5,150 for the permanent of hospital at 
Yokoham:, which will leave £2,800 to complete the building. For 
maintaining the existing medical establishment at that station a vote 
of £1,130 will be required. Among the miscellaneous estimates we 
find grauts of pensions to the following officers for services rendered in 
China :— £300 to Vice-Admiral Sir IL. T. Jones, K.C.B.; £150 to Cap- 
tain Sherard Osborn, C.B.; £150 to Captain J. M_ Hayes, C.B.; £150 
to Captiin M. S. Nolleth, and £100 each to Sir David Deas and Dr. 
Barn, Inspectors General of Hospitals. An estimate is likewise set 
down of £2,500 for ‘‘ rewards for services against pirates,” which is to 
be distributed to commanders, officers, and crews of Her Majesty’s gun- 
boats—Hauzhty, for services rendercd on 8th May, 1865; Janus, 18th 
July, 1867; Bouncer and Leven, between 20th July and 16th August. 
1867 Hangtty and Opossum, between 28th August and 2nd Sep- 
tember, 1868; and Bouncer, between 12th and 18th June, 1869. 





The following war vessels have been offered at Lloyds :—Fortitude, 
bought in for £2,050; Philomel, £1,600; Mutine, £8,000; Assurance, 
£3,500; \lysena, £1,250; Algiers, £12,000; Csesar, £10,000. The 
Penguin, for £1,750, was the only sale. 








STRAITS SETTLEMENTS ASSOCIATION. 


A general meeting was held on the 13th inst., and was numerously 
attended. The petition received from Singapore in favour of the Inde- 
pendence of the Judges was read, and adopted by the As-ociation. It 
was ordered to be printed and circulated previous to its presentation to 
Parliament. Article No. 2 of the proposed new China Treaty, which 
allows the appointment of a Chinese Congul in any British possession, 
was considered, and resolutions condemnatory of it werc ordered to be 
drawn up. The following resolutions were approved at a special meet - 
ing on the 22ud :— 

let. It is well known that officials of the Chinese Government act 
under a system, which, if it does not tolerate, is certainly attended with 
the prictive of extortion and the most fligrant abuse of anthority. 

2o1. The Cninese system and usage unfortunately admits cf such 
malpra-tices being carried out, not only against the individual, but 
upon his family and connections resident in China; and the threats of 
a Consular officer in this direction would seldom fail of effect, and 
make his ‘live a source of anxiety and dread to all within the reach of 
his aut «rity, 

3rd. ‘The number of Chinese in the Straits who are British Subjects 


| 
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is large and steadily on the increase, and. it would be s manifest in- 
justice to allow of such undue influenee being ex over them, a8 
might be exercised in the way described. , 

4th. The Chinese inhabitants ef the Straite Settlements are fally 
alive to the advantages they enjoy under the British Government, and 
the Association believe that they would deprecate the appointment of 
a Chinese Consul, on the grounds that it would materially interfere 
with their personal security and social comfort. 





THE AMERICAN TREATY WITH CHINA. 

President Grant issued a proclamation on Feb, 6, anneancing the 
ratification of the Treaty concluded by Mr. Barlingame in July, 1868 
On this subject the New York Times says : — 

The President’s proclamation, officially publishing the addition to 
the Chinese treaty, is certainly pro tanto a certificate of Mr. Bartin- 
game's treaty-making authority—a matter which has excited so mach 
controveray. In this document Mr. Burlingame is named ae Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, and it is annoumeed 
President Grant that ite articles have been ‘‘duiy ratified on 
parts, and the respective ratifications exchanged.” It is evident, there- 
fore, that this diplomatic action has been submitted to the Emperor of 
China, and has received his approval. When, however, we come to 
the Treaty iteelf, its importance hardly justifies, perhaps, the dis- 
cussion to which it has given rise. Its purport has long been 
known, and the official copy discloses that no material new con- 
cessions are made by China. So far as privileges are accorded or 
explanations given, they come mainly from us. Perbaps somethi 
is gained in the very mention of China and the United States oneq 
terme, a3 modern nations, and in the very diecussion of ‘‘constract- 
ing railroads, telegraphs or other material internal improvements” im 
China. It is to be noted, however, that the Emperor “reserves to him- 
self the right to decide the time and manner and circumstances of in- 
troducing such improvements within his dominions,”’ which is not what 
acertain class of our diplomati-ts desire. On the other hand, it is 
provided that “Chinese subjects visiting or residing in the United 
States shall enjoy the eame privileges, immunities and exemptions in 
respect to travel or residence as may there be enjoyed by the citizens 
or subjects of the most favoured nation.” With this provision, it is 
clear that legislation is called for to protect the Chinese on the Pacific 


from the annoyances to which they are subjected. 





CAPTAIN SPRYES ROUTE TO CHINA. 

At a meeting held on the 24th of February the Associated Cham- 
bers of Commerce of the United Kingdom, after a discussion, in which 
the representatives of the Leeds, Birmingham, Hudderatield, Dewsbary, 
and other Chambers took part, unanimously voted the following resola- 


tion on Captain Sprye’s project for opening up trade with the Weat of 


China and intermediate Shan States of Rurmah, by the direct land route 
from Rangoon to Kiang-Hung :—“ That this association, being anxious 
that no opportunity should be lost of facilitating the extension of British 
commerce, and believing that the vast provinces of Western and Cen- 
tral China present an important field for commercial enterprise, me- 
morialise the Secretary of State for India in favour of the completion 
of the survey of the route from Rangoon to Kiang-Hung, on the Upper 
Cambogia River, proposed by Captain Sprye, that route being, in the 
opinion of this association, the most direct and practicable, and the 
least likely to lead to political complications of the many which have 
been suggested.” 

The following letter appeared in the Pall Mall Gazette of March 3rd:— 

Sir,—I observe that at a meeting of the Associated Chambers of 
Commerce, held a few days ago, it was resolved to address the Secretary 
of State for India on the subject of prosecuting the survey of Captain 
Sprye’s route from Rangoon to Kiang-Hung. Being conversant with 
what has been eaid in India regarding the advantages to be gained b; 
supporting Captain Sprye's suggestions, and the encouragement whic! 
has been accorded in England to that gentleman’s propositions, I do 
think that the Associated Chambers cf Commerce would be in a better 
pasition to memoralise the Secretary of State on the subject if they 

ssed Major Sladen’s official report on the desirability of opening 
the ‘‘old” trade route to the western districts of China. 

Major Sladen was accompanied by engincers, and no doubt the com- 
munications which were made to the Indian Government by them will 
in course of time be published in England, and thus give the British 
public an opportunity of considering the practicability of reopening the 
“old” route, or lending its support to the formation of a railway in 
accordance with Captain Sprye’s ideas. 

Major Sladen’s report has been commented upon hy Indian journals, 
and I cannot understand why it has not been circulated in England. 
The questions involved are of the greatest magnitude when calmly con- 
sidered, and, as a true well-wisher of British Burmah, that richest pro- 
vince of our Eastern Empire, I do trust that the public of England may 
be afforded the fullest information on such an important subject.—lam, 
Sir, yours obediently, Nomap. 

AxotHer sharp shock of earthquake was experienced in San Fran- 
cisco on the 18th ult., about noon, but no lives were lost. A general 
desertion of the houscs followed the first indication, and almost before 
it was over the streets were thronged by the panic-stricken people. 
The midday recess in the public schouls had not ended, but no serious 

nics occurred. The effect on the buildings was to widen the cracks 
produced by the shock of last year. 





BREAKFAST.—Epps's Covoa.—Graterce axp ComMrorting.—The very agrecable 


character of this preparation has rendered ita yenerai fuveurite. Tho Ciril Service 
Gazette remarks.—" The singular success which Mr. | pps has attained by his 
hommopathic preparation of cocoa has never been surpassed by any experimentalist 
By a thorough knowledge of the natural laws waich govern the Operations of diges- 
tion and nutrition, and by a careful application of the fine proyy sof well-selected 





cocoa Mr. Eppa has provided our brenkfsst tables with a delicately-ilavoured beve- 
rage which may save us many heavy doctors’ bills.” Made sinply with boiling 
water or milk. Sold only in tin-lined packets labelled —Jawes Ervs & Co., Homao- 
pathic Chemists, London. ‘ 
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SPURIOUS TEA. 

We observe with satisfaction that on Friday next Mr. Staple- 
ton, M_P., will ask the Secretary for the Board of Trade whether his 
attention has been called to the importation from China of large 
quantities of impure tea. Public notice has been again attracted 
to the subject by a paragraph in The Times, which with singular 
propriety came under the heading of “ Commission of Sewers ;” 
and verily the sewer is the only fit receptacle for the wretched 
stuff, which has already been described in our columns under the 
title of “ Maloo Mixture.” The exporters of this rubbish from 
Shanghai have inflicted an injury on the trade which cannot 
easily be atoned for. The following is the report, in which it will 
be seen that Dr Letheby quotes verbatsm the extract from a 
Correspondent's letter which first appeared in our issue of Feb. 7:— 

Dr. Letheby, the medical officer of health, presented a most important 
report on the sale of spurious tea in the City. He stated that, in conse- 
quence of information which he had received, he visited the bonded tea 
warehouses in Cooper’s-row, Crutchedfriars, and at Nicholson’s Wharf, 
Lower Thames-street, where a large quantity of the tea in question was 
stored, and he had obtained samples from the chests in bond. The tea 
was described as “ fine Moning Congou,” from Shanghai, and he had agcer- 
tained from analysia that it consists of the re-dried leaves of exhausted 
tea. The leaves, in fact, are for the most part quite rotten from putrefac- 
tive decomposition, and do not contain more than a trace of the active 
principle of tea. The odour of them is very offensive, and when infused 
in boiling water they produce a nauseous, unwholesome liquid. He had 

‘been informed that many thousands of pound: of the article had been 
imported to this country, and that it would be used for the adulteration of 
genuine tea. It was, in bis opinion, quite unfit for human consumption, and the 
farther sale of it should be prevented, if possible. The sale of it in the City 
was referred to in the trade report of The Times of the 16th of February, 
thus :—“ A chop of very common spurious Shanghai-packed tea brought 
Std. per }b., and three breaks of better quality 734. per Ib.;” and in 
Messrs. Townend Brothers and Bovet’s Monthly Tea Market Report it was 
stated that the large deficiency in the total imports of serviceable tea this 
season was only ‘“ brought near our requirements by about 7,000,000 Ibs. 
of the spurious, stinking matter recently sold at public sale at 5}d., and 
which is likely to recede tothe value of former years—say 13d. or 23d. 
per lb. There was no doubt of the spurious and unwholesome quality of 
the material, and Dr. Letheby recommended that the subject should be 
placed in the hands of the Solicitor, with the view of stopping the further 
sale of the article in the City, in accordance with the provisions of the 
Act of Parliament for preventing the adulteration of articles of food and 
drink —28 and 24 Victoria, cap. 84. 

This recommendatiun met with the general approval of the Commis- 
sioners. and the matter was placed in the hande of ,the Solicitor (Mr. 
Under-Sheriff Baylis), to be dealt with as might appear advisable in the 
public interest. 

The following comments on the subject are from the Produce 
Markets Review :— 

Some few weeks ago we drew attention to the large shipments which 
had been forwarded to this country of an extremely low article, which 
was to be passed off as tea—that is, unless it were condemned by the 
Excise officers, as many expected it would be. Several chops of this 
spurious article have lately been sold in the Mincing-lane Sale-rooms, and 
we understand that some millions of pounds more have to arrive. A 
correspondent describes this rabbish as the re-dried leaves of tea that bave 
already been used in the native tea-shops. We are glad to notice that 
Messrs. Lloyd, Matheson and Co. fully endorse our opinions on this subject. 
We say emphatically that euch rubbieh ought never to be sold as tea 3 it 
Taust certainly bring the trade iuto disrepute, and any retail dealer who 
sells it to the public runs a risk which he will do well to bear in mind. 








THE SUEZ CANAL. 

The Suez Canal, it is stated, has now a uniform depth of nine- 
teen feet, and an outlay of £800,000 will make it navigable for 
vessels of the heaviest draught. Steamers are now leaving 
almost daily for the ports of India, China, and Japan, at freights 
of £3 to £4 perton. The steamer Brasilian, from Bombay, has 
passed through the Canal on her return voyage, with one of the 
largest cargoes ever shipped at that port in one bottom, viz, 
13,000 bales of cotton and 2,500 bales of wool. The Eri King 
from London to Hong Kong, with a general cargo, reached 
Suez through the Canal on the 5th instant; her draught on 
leaving hore was 20 feet. The Messageries .[mperiales steamer 
Hooghly, with the next homeward French mails, is also coming 
through. From Aden we hear of the arrival of the steamer 
Shantung, from Glasgow for Shanghai, after an excellent run of 
23 days, including the passage through the Oanal, which occupied 
44 hours. 

A conference on the prospects of the Canal was held last week 
atthe Society of Arts, Sir Bartle Frere in the chair. Captain 
Sherard Osborn, Sir T. Bazley, and Sir Frederick Arrow, Deputy- 
Master of the Trinity House, were among those present, and the 
general opinion was strongly in favour of the Canal being ulti- 
mately a success. Capt. Richards, R.N., who was recently sent 
to survey the Canal, and Coloncl Clarke, R.E., who accom- 
panied him, have fulfilled their mission, and returned to this 
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country ; their report to the Admireluy, itwas said, would be 


' confidential ;” but Mr. Childers stated the other night in the 


House of Commons that it would be published as soon ag it could 
be got ready. A letter has appeared in the Standard, signed 
“F.R.GS.,” containing some interesting and thoroughly prac- 
tical remarks on the condition and utility of the Canal, rom 
which we extract the following :— 


The Canal has repeatedly been designated “a highway of nations,” but 
at present it is certainly no more than a by-path, and may be aptly com- 
pared to a single line of railway. There is no doubt that a steamsbip 
drawing eighteen or nineteen feet can pass through, but she mast not only 
have her way clear, she must also steer as straight as an arrow, or she 
will inevitably get fast on the banks—a casualty which befel every vessel 
which I had the opportunity of observing. 

Should two vessels of the draught of eighteen or nineteen feet attempt 
to pass each other, except at one of the wider sections of the Canal, the 
channel would of course be blocked up until they could be extricated, but 
the uncertainty attending the time of any two ships reaching one of these 
sidings appears to me likely to increase delay in the My own 
estimate of the time requisite for passing through is three to four days 
for each ship, and I hear that the /ndia has taken five days. 


These results furnish little evidence as to the facilities for the free and 
expeditious passage of a number cf vessels to and from the East, which 
alone can entitle the Canal to rank as an actual success. Unless this ob- 
ject can be effected by means of the block system (possessing far less cer- 
tainty in the case of a canal than on a railway), it can only be done by 
doubling the width of deep water in the Canal, and of this I saw no 
signs; in fact, there seems a downright lifelessness about the whole affair 
at present; both money and impulse seem exhausted, while at the same 
time there are agencies at work which will certainly diminish the capa~ 
bilities of the Canal if not actively counteracted. I cannot pretend to 
divine what motives may influence the Khedive or the Canal Company to 
move, but until they do the Canal is certainly a “limited ” success. 








THE DEATH OF MR. BURLINGAME. 

The following, from a St. Petersburg correspondent, is, we believe, 
the most circumstantial account of Mr. Burlingame’s death that has 
yet appeared :— 

Mr. Burlingame, the head of the Chinese Mission to Europe, di-d 
here, after a very short illness. He caught cold during the severe 
weather prevailing in Russia on his arrival about a fortnight before 
his death; and, abgorbed in the duties and cares of the great Mivsion 
into which he had thrown all the energies of his mind, he paid no 
attention to his slight indisposition until it had entirely mastered his 
vigorous nature. On Wednesday, the 16th ult., he had his solemn 
audience of the Emperor, who was pleased to respond in the mrt 
sympathetic language to Mr. Burlingame’s able addreas, Buoyed up 
by the more than ordinary encouragement which he had received in a 
country whose friendly disposition was of the utmost importance to 
China, Mr. Barlingame thought nothing of his cold, and considered 
it his duty to take the members of his Mission the next day to the 
Hermitage, at tne invitation of the Emperor, and to make his official 
call on Sir Andrew Buchanan, the British Ambassador, with whom 
he was to have dined the following day. On returning to his 
hotel, however, he was compelled to take to his bed, and to call 
in the services of Dr. Carrick, physician to the British Embassy, 
who at once pronounced him to be suffering from severe congestion of 
the left lung, aggravated by an inflammation of the liver. The mca 
energetic remedies were at once applied to check the discase, which, 
however, continued to make such rapid progress that two other me- 
diecal men of eminence were called in. The Emperor alsosent his ow2 
physician, but all was unavailing. His sufferings became very great, 
and during the five days that preceded his death he was obliged to re- 
main in u sitting posture. Yesterday —the anniversary of Washington’s 
birthday—when he was to have dined with his Excellency Governor 
Curtin, the American Minister, the bulletin of his health became lecs 
favourable, for the right lung had likewise become somewhat affected. 

The hope, however, was not abandoned that his strong constitution 
would triumph over the malady that finally proved fatal to him at 
half past seven this morning. His bodily sufferings appeared to be 
much aggravated by his mental anxiety and distress pe peering the 
-completion of his mission. He spoke of it incessantly to Mrs. Burlin- 
game and his eon, and continually asked whether intelligence had 
been received from Mr. Brown. Two or three days before his death 
he spoke to his son of the probability of his being cut off, and of the 
pain which the thought of his mission remaining uncompleted gave 
him; and on Tuesday, when he must have felt his end approaching, 
he warmly pressed the hand of his secretary, and said, “ bye, 
Deschamps.” 





Sitxworms’ Eccs axp Cocoons.—The importance of the trade of 
France in the eggs and cocoons of the silkworm is shown by the 
following figures :—In 1869 the total value of eggs imported for home 
use was 11,956,000f.,, received as follows: From Japan, 9,436, OOOF. ; 
Egypt, 1,232,000f.; China, 560,000f. The total value of cocoons was 
39,366,195f. From Turkey, 19,505,400f.; Italy, 5,851,620f.; United 
Kingdom, 2,286,650f.; China, 1,647,490f.; Greece, 1,242,505f. The 
total export of eggs of French produce was 3,378,700f. ; being chiefly 
to Italy, 3,183,351f. ; of cocoons it was 8,306,78If., as follows :—To 
Italy, 2,657,333f. ; to Switzerland, 5,321 867f. The comparative im- 
port of eggs was for 1867, 11,325,000f.; 1868, 29,751,0uOf. ; 1869, 
11,956,0C0f. Of cocaons for 1867, 27,930,7S8Gf. ; 1868, 43,879,668F. ; 
1869, 39,366,195f. The whole import and export trade may be taken 
in our woney for 1867 at £2,069,620 ; 1868, at £3,831,127 ; 1869, at 
£2,520,800. 
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THE DEPUTATION TO LORD CLARENDON. 

Ir will be seen from our report in another column that 
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs was astonished at 
the formidable dimensions and influential character of the 
deputation that waited upon him to explain the objec- 
tions of the merchants in this country to Sir R. Atcock’s 
new China Convention. Thirty-four members of Parlia- 
ment, several City magnates, and a number of influential 
merchauts and manufacturers — in all upwards of ninety 
—represented the general feeling entertained in the City 
that the Convention is, from beginning to end, a mistake, and 
that our commercial interests in China would be worse off 
under this new arrangement than if the Treaty of Tientsin 
had remained unaltered. The larger portion of Lord Cua- 
RENDON’S reply was embodied in a written document that had 
been prepared in anticipation of the interview ; it is through- 
out weak aud illogical, but that is of little consequence, as 
we shall presently show. 

At the outset, his Lordship candidly owned that he had 
not been prepared for so powerful an opposition, so unquali- 
fied a condemnation of the Convention ; and this was an 
avowal of no slight significance. He then proceeded to de- 
fend Sir ‘R. Aicock from the charge of having acted on slight 
or insufficient information. That is a charge which, as far 
as we know, has never been brought against Sir RUTHERFORD. 
So far from having acted on “slight and insufficient infor- 
mation,” he asked for information and invited expressions of 
opinion from all quarters. His overtures were freely responded 
to, and the source of complaint is that he has made no pro- 
fitable use of the mass of facts and opinions placed at bis 
disposal. Lord CLarRENDON next undertook to defend Mr. 
Harr from the imputation of having bad anything to do 
with the revision “in a sense hostile to English interests.” He 
acknowledged, however, that Sir RuTHERFURD ALCOCK no doubt 
had received “ information” from Mr, Hart. Passing to the 
general question of the commercial relations between the two 
countries, his Lordship observed that concessions should be 
mutual, and in a rather obscure passage be implied that in the 
past we had made no such concessions to China. The recent 
reduction for instance in our import duty on tea conferred 
no benefit on the Chinese, and from this his Lordship seemed 
to infer that the increased export duty on silk would inflict 
no injury on ws. This is by no means a logical conclusion: 
Our trade at the Chivese ports, both import and export, is 
carried on with English capital, by Euglish merchants or their 
agents, on the spot ; therefore any increase or decrease in the 
duties levied at those ports directly affects English interests. 
On this side the conditions are reversed ; there are no Treaty 
ports in England to which Chinese vessels bring cargoes of pro- 
duce, neither have Chinese merchants any settlements here to 
live and trade in. Owing to this peculiar feature in the trade 
both the export duties levied in China and the import duties 
here full on the English capitalist. The Foreign Secretary 
brought his preliminary remarks to a cluse with an assurance | 
that the interests of the Government wee identical with those | 
of the merchants, and that he was glad te be enlightened by 
an exposition of their views. 
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The written document which Lord CLaRENpon then pro- 
ceeded to read to the deputation commences by pointing out 
that there are “ two sides” to the question, and that “ Her 
Majesty’s Government hold very different opinions” to those 
of the merchants. Taking this declaration in conjunction 
with the utterances that immediately preceded it, we are 
given to understand, firstly, that the interests of the Govern- 
ment and the merchants are identical ; and secondly, that 
each party takes a precisely opposite view of what is good for 
those interests. It is obvious that both these views cannot 
be right ; and if it is the merchants who are in the wrong, 
we are driven to the inference that the ninety members of 
Parliament and merchants who composed the depatation re- 
present a body of men inconceivably ignorant and blind to 
their own interests, a conclusion we decidedly decline to 
accept. With this not very flattering opening, the Foreign- 
office reply proceeds to deal with the “ re-adjustment ” of the 
silk duty. ‘Ihe proposed increase, we are tuld, is only right and 
proper—the duty onght to be five per cent., and bas hitherto 
beev much less. Just so ; but Lord Ciarenpov, like Sir R. 
ALcocK, omits to explain why if a five per cent. ad valorem 
duty is the true basis of the tariff, tea is still to continue pay- 
ing more than twice five per cent. Then we come to the 
transit-duty question, and here the disagreement between the 
views of the merchants and those of the Government is ex- 
hibited in a very strong light. The merchants have always 
been under the impression that the extra duty of 2} per cent. 
which under Lord Excrn’s treaty is payable on English im- 
portssent into the interior under transit passes, was intended 
as a commutation of the iuland taxes or Lekim and all 
arbitrary “squeezes.” It was, we are sure, intended by Lord 
Exern that this payment should cover all inland taxation, 
and were the payment to be made compulsory, as proposed 
by the terms of the new Convention, the merchants would 
naturally look for compensation in an entire immunity 
from such squeezes for the future. But the Board of 
Trade, which department we suspect has had more to 
do with this part of the reply than the Foreign-office, 
has discovered an entirely new reading of this clause, accord- 
ing to which the payment of 2} per cent. was never intended 
to stand in licu of inland taxation at all, but only represented 
such extra squeezes as the Chinese authorities might be 
pleased to impose specially on British merchandise! In 
other words, the payment of transit duty only places Eng- 
lish on the same footing as Chinese goods ; neither as regards 
imports nor exports (Lord CLARENDON says) can it be /egally 
contended that there is anything to prevent the Chinese 
from charging on English goods whatever general municipal 
taxes are leviable on Chinese goods, either at the port or in 
the interior. If this is really the legal interpretation of the 
Treaty, so much the worse for us ; but we cannot admire the 
avidity with which Her Majesty’s Government seize on a 
legal quibble for the benefit of the Chinese, and to the dis- 
comfiture of our own merchants. The error of Lord Cua- 
RENDON’S allusion to “ general municipal taxes ” is transparent. 
Of course we have no right and no desire to attempt any 
unwarrantuable interference with the internal administration 
of the Empire ; but it requires an extraordinary stretch of 
the imagination to regard the squeezes levied by local man- 
darins to line their own pockets as legal municipal taxes, such 
as the ocfroi or town dues of European states, In this and 
all other respects Lord CuareNnDoN persists in comparing 
China with France, Austria, or any European nation with 
whom we have commercial treaties—a fallacy which of 
course receives the support of the radical press, and (to our 
surprise) even The 7'imes continues to argue that China has 
pow become a member of the family of nations, and must be 
in all respects treated as such. Unfortunately, she does not 
“ behave as such,” neither do her rulers show any disposition 
to treat, England as a civilised nation, according to their own 
idea of civilisation. On the contrary, even to this day the 
official classes persist in regarding us as “ outer barbarians” 
and lose no opportunity of manifesting their contempt. This 
fact (and that it is a fact the treatment received by the Duke 
of EpinsurcH at Peking, and more recently by Sir R. AL- 
cock at Nanking, is ample proof) is steadily ignored by our 
Goverument. We may here remark—for the hundredth 
time perbaps, but it cannot be too frequently enforceed—that 
with the Chinese people generally we have no quarrel. It is 
the official clusses, the “ Mandarius,” who foster and stimulate 
a hatred of foreigners. There are none so blind as those who 
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will not see. . The real facts of this transit duty questio na 

(as Mr. Bowsr pointed out) that for the last ten years Eng- 
lish merchants have been the victims of extortion ; that the 
Chinese now offer, in consideration of a handsome bonur, to 
cease robbing them; but no security is given that (when 
the bonus is paid) their sudden conversion to honesty will 
endure. The merchants, on their side, are willing to 
pay all fair and legal taxes on their goods — but object 
to paying them twice over. This the Foreign-office dues 
not seem quite able to understand. “According to the con- 
“ struction,”says Lord CLaBenpon, “ which Her Mujesty’s Go- 
“ vernment place upon the terms of the previous treaties, no 
“ change whatever will take place in the legal liabilities of 
“ British goods in transit in the non-treaty provinces, except 
“ that they will, in all cases, be charged with the 2} per cent. 
“transit duty upon importation as well ae with the import 
“ duty of 5 per cent.” Only 24 per cent. extra duty, with- 
out avy guarantee for corresponding benefits! Altogether, 
the Ministerial explanation of the effects of the new Conven- 
tion, so far from being in any degree satisfactory, makes the 
matter worse than ever. 

As we have already observed, this is not of very great im- 
portance, fur Lord CLaRgNDoN supplemented his formal re- 
ply with some words that give good ground for believing that 
the proposed Convention will not be ratified. His honest 
expression of surprise at the importance of the deputation, 
which of course was not lessened by the fact of its including 
a number of members of Parliament, mostly staunch sup- 
porters of the Government ; his willing promise to re- 
consider the matter from the new point of view now 
presented to him; and his assurance that there was no 
intention to hurry the exchange of ratifications— all 
these circumstances teud to allay the serious apprehensions 
that the terms of the written reply is calculated to excite. 
A good deal of stress, too, is laid on the fact that even 
should the objectionable document be ratified it will not 
be irrevocable, and need not necessarily endure even fur ten 
years ; but this is a very negative sort of recommendation. 
The fact appears to be that Sir R. Axcoox, having been 
strictly enjoined to abstain from even hinting at any “ pres- 
sure,” bas made but a poor treaty, and the Government is 
trying to make the best of a bad bargain. But, iv the name 
of common sense, why did Sir RuTHERFoRD, when he found a 
beneficial treaty impossible, make any at all? And why 
should the Government be desirous to put in force a treaty 
the failure of which is so far a foregone conclusion that hey 
proclaim, as its greatest recommendation, that it can be “re- 
vised” ut any moment? It is avowedly an experiment, and 
obviously a dangerous one; why should it be tried at the 
sole expense of English mercantile interests ? 


“THE TIMES” ON BRITISH POLICY IN CHINA. 

Tuose simple-minded, unsophisticated people who still pin 
their faith on The Times—aud they are not a few—must some- 
times find their trust iu their “ guide, philosopher and friend ” 
rudely shaken by the sudden changes of opinion that its 
solumns present. The Times, of course, never had any pre- 
tence to immovable constancy, but surely some degree of 
consistency is needful to the dignity of a first-class journal. 
OF late, however, The Ztmes has treated a good many sub- 
jects with an entire defiance of both consistency and common 
sense, and of this the manner in which it deals with the ques. 
tion of our relations with China is an example. We can all 
remember the time when the leading journal approved of the 
Measures taken by an energetic Government to bring the 
Chinese to reason, and compel them to respect their treaty 
obligations ; and when those engaged in administering the 
punishment they had brought on themselves by bad faith 
and treachery were patted on the back by Zhe Times. 
A little later, a Guapstone and a Bricut come into 
power, and lo! round goes The Times, like a weather- 
cock on a gusty March day, aud now we are told that 
the attitude aud the policy which a little while ago were 
praiseworthy, and fitted to the dignity of a great nation, 
have suddeuly become unjust, oppressive, and sinful! But 
this is not all; yet a little later, and we find this versatile 
journal blowing hot and cold almost with the same breath— 
one day giving a leading article praising the Chinese Govern- 
meut for its enlightened progressive spirit, flattering Mr. 
BuruineaMg, upholding Lord CLarenpon’s policy, and reviling 
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merchants, missionaries, and all who do not admit the said 
policy to be the perfection of human reason ; the next day 
inserting a letter from “ Our Own Correspondent” enforcing 
views exactly the opposite of these! The motto audi alte- 
ram partem involves a principle which should never be over- 
looked, and we quite recognise the fact. that no respectable 
journal refuses a hearing to the advocates on both sides of 
any disputed question ; but an independent correspondent 
and “Our Own Correspondent” are two very different 
persons ; the latter is always supposed to inoulcate 
viows in accordance with those supported by the jour- 
nal he writes for, and therefore the disagreement we 
have here referred to involves a most absurd inconsis- 
tency. On the first of January, however, we had sume 
reason to believe that the wind had again chan. ‘d and 
settled in a more favourable quarter, for in its usual iengthy 
review of the events of the past year Zhe Times devoted 
some space to China affairs, wherein the opinions of its 
Shanghai correspondent were fully endorsed. But this was 
only a momentary vacillation ; since then there have been 
other articles expressive of entire satisfaction with Sir 
RuTHERFORD ALCOCR’s most unsati-factory Convention, and 
this week there appears a letter (this time from ‘“ A Peking 
Correspondent ”) full of misrepresentations as to the real 
aspect of affairs in China, and of nomerited aspersions on the 
China merchants and missionaries, In August last The 
Times published a letter from one of its Chiva correspon- 
donts, reviling the missionaries in terms so gross as to be an 
outrage on common decency. The same writer—or one of 
the same school—has now taken up his pen to attack mer- 
cantile interests. 

The letter commences by setting forth the “ vast changes” 
that have been at work in China during the last four years. 
Tu the first place, we are told “ Peace and plenty are return- 
“ing to a population which has not known those blessings for 
“half a century.” This is so far true ; but why has not the 
writer the honesty to explain the reason? The Tak-PinG 
rebellion filled the land w:th bloodshed, rapine, famine ; by 
this time it would have entirely subverted the Tartar Dynasty, 
but by the timely help of Great Britain it was subdued, 
and the hand of the Imperial Government so strengthened 
that subsequent minor attempts at insurrection have 
been suppressed, and order ultimately re-established 
throughuut the Empire. This material aid rendered by 
England to China, at a time when the fate of the 
Empire trembled in the balance, and the base treachery 
and ingratitude with which: it has been requited, are 
circumstances that our philo Chinese writers find it con- 
venient to ignore altogether. The next great change, we 
are told, is seen in the fact that the enormous foreign trade 
of China is altogether “lapsing into the hands of the native 
merchant.” How is this exemplified? ‘A Chinese guild at 
“Sbanghai has already established its own agency in London, 
“and a Chinaman bas made his appearance in Mincing-lane, 
“‘who may be accepted as the furerunner of the long-tailed 
“race in the City” (one cannot resist the passing thonght 
that the writer must be very familiar also with a certain long- 
eared race), “to the utter discomfiture of foreign merchants 
“iu China.” Already the cloven f»ot peeps forth—in his 
very first paragraph the writer manifests that supreme con- 
tempt for trade which is too often characteristic of the official 
mind, and he glories in the anticipated rnin of British trade 
with China. Witha sneer at the “disinterested” way in which 
foreigners in China are proposing to regenerate the country 
by introducing railways and telegraphs, our Peking correspon- 
dent passes to “that harbinger of strife, the missionary 
element,” which, he says, would, if unchecked, “soon restore 
“ China to that internal chaos from which she has been steadily 
“ emerging for the last four years.” These misguided preachers, 
it seems, are responsible fur the Taeping rebellion, the Nien-fei 
revolt, brigandage, famine, and afi the internal troubles from 
which China suffered until that universal panacea, the Bur- 
LINGAME mission, was invented! But we soon go back again 
to the merchants :— 

The opening up of the country is their cry ; “‘ progress” is their motto ; 
war is their object. Trade is slack at present. It is necessary to live, and, 
Micawber.like, they hope for something to turo up in the general disrup- 
tion it would infallibly produce. Nor is it wholly impossible that an 
Abyssinian expenditure in China might be to their advantage, while, at 
the same time, it is evident they would not have to contribute to it. Houses 
rent would go up, old steamers be chartered, and vlder etores find s ready 


market; and the Chinaman would be treated like the doy they think him 
to be for presuming to imagine that his own country belongs to him. 
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“ War is their object.” Do not the Chambers of Commerce, 
the local papers, and all writers who represent the feelings 
and wishes of the merchants, deprecate the China policy of 
our present Government on the express ground that by en- 
couraging the Chinese in a course of arrogance and bad faith 
it is likely to lead to war? Granted, there is a “rowdy” 
element in China, which, having all to gain and nothing to 
lose, would welcome war there, or anywhere else; but it is a 
malicious and wholly unfounded aspersion on our merchants 
thus wilfully to confound them with this class. Happily, 
gays our writer, these wicked desires have been frustrated by 
Mr. Buruincame’s beneficent influence, and 

Our Minister, Sir Rutherford Alcock, has been enabled to conclade a 
Convention in which the matual interest of the English manufaetarer and 
the Chinese consumer have been equally considered ; and the only real 
ground of ‘~mplaint we bad against the Chinese Government bas been re- 


moved, v.., the irregularity with which the transit duty clauses of the 
Treaty of Tientsin were carried into effect. 

“The only real ground of complaint!” Well, we had fancied 
there were a few others ; but it would be some satisfaction 
could we feel sure that this one réally “had been removed.” 
We have however already discussed this point, and shown 
that all our Minister has obtained is a promise on the part 
of the Chinese Government to remove the grievance, without 
the shadow of a guarantee that the promise will be fulfilled. 
Indeed, the writer of this letter seems somewhat doubtful 
himeelf, for a little further on he says, “A modification in the 
“ mode of paying transit duty has been agreed to, which it ts 
“koped and believed will prevent the abuses so justly com- 
“plained of.” This is rather weak, after stating so positively 
in.an earlier paragraph that the said abuses “had been re- 
moved.” Then we come to a piece of utter nonsense :— 

In this arrangement a most important “ concession ” is obtained from the 
Chinese Government—namely, that foreign goods shall continue to be pro- 
tected by the Treaty, even after they have passed by sale out of the 
foreigner’s possession. That is to say, not only are foreigners and their 
property ‘“extra-territorialised "’ in China, but foreign cottons and woollens 
have rights of ‘‘ extra-territorialisation,” even when they have become 
Chinese property, and are to preserve that sacred character until they reach 
the hands of the petty retailer, if not the back of the consumer, sit 
is a principle universally admitted in our relations with China that we 
should never ask for a privilege or concession the full recognition of which 
in practice we are not prepared to enforce, the wisdom of our representative 
in having asked for and obtained the foregoing privilege seems questionable. 
Carried out ad absurdum it would clothe with ‘‘ exta-territorality ” the loins 
of a Chinese coolie, while his naked back and legs remained under native 
jurisdiction. 

Carried out ad absurdum indeed—but it requires no great 
effort on the part of the writer to accomplish ¢hat ! In return 
for these maguificent concessions, he goes on to say, “Our 
“representative has consented to a slight increase in the 
« duties on opium and silk.” We should be grateful for 
this information, and for the further explanation added, to 
the effect that “the former is an import, the latter an 
“ export.” 

The increase in the duty on silk will raise the rate leviable on that com- 
modity from 24 per cont. to 8} per cent. ad valorem, still leaving the daly 
14 per cent. below the 5 per cent. ad valorem basis upon which the tariff 
was originally drawn up. Considering the rate of duties levied on their 
trade by England and America and other Western nations, this tariff of 
5 per cent. ad valorem which they have compelled China to accept is prac- 
tically Free Trade. ; 

On this it is only necessary to remark that the average 
percentage of the duty on silk is here understated—the 
practical effect of the new tariff will be to double it. And 
even supposing the silk duty were still somewhat under five 
per cent., that now levied on the other great staple, Tea, 
amounts on those common sorts which form the bulk of 
the export to above twelve per cent. 

In like manner this veracions correspondent describes the 
remaining provisions of the Convention. The vague promise 
that certain cual mines may be worked by foreign appliances, 
but not by foreigners, and only at the discretion of a local 
magnate known to be inimical to foreign innovations, is 
spoken of as a valuable concession, and as “evidence of a 
wish to move in the right direction.” One more quotation, 
and we have done with this letter :— 

As regards the political horizon in this country, it may be safely asserted 
that it never was clearer than at the present moment, and, thanks to the 
Burlingame miasion, a feeling of comparative confidence has established 
itself in the minds of its principal leading men, who are beginning to see 
that they may hope for more conciliatory and rational treatment from 


foreign Governments than they have hitherto done in many cases from 
foreign representatives. 


Thanks to Mr. Buruincame, indeed! We can have little 
doubt, ow, under whose inspiration this precious epistle 
was indited. But no more need be said on that head. It is 
idle to argue with a writer who is capable of crediting Mr. 
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Burina@ame’s proceedings in Europe with any beneficial 
effect on the relations between China and the Western 
States. For any benefits accruing from his mission we look 
in vain—the mischief done by it becomes every day more 
apperent. So far from the political horizon being clearer than 
ever, there is evident preparation for war on the part of China, 
and fear of it among foreigners resident there. No one who 
has any real knowledge of the course of events in China be- 
lieves in any real desire for progress except in the way of 
arsenals, dockyards, powder-mills, and gunboats. The works 
of this nature at Foochow and elsewhere are being rapidly 
pushed forward ; the Taku Forts are being once more re- 
novated and heavily armed with large guns; and on all sides 
we hear of nothing but increased armaments and warlike ap- 
pliances. To temporise at Peking, and keep the European 
Courts in good humour by deceitful blandishments, while 
they strengthen themselves for a contest ; and then, when 
opportunity offers, to make one supreme effort to reduce 
foreigners in China to their former state of bondage and sub- 
jection —that seems to us the only path of progress on which 
the Chinese desire to enter. And in that aim our present 
Government, aided by The Times aud the Radical press gene- 
rally, is doing its utmost to encourage them. 








THE DEBATE ON THE DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR SERVICES. 

PROVERBIAL lore reminds us that “a new broom sweeps 
clean.” Mr. Hoims, the new member for Hackney, is 
anxious to verify the axiom, and in his capacity of a new 
broom he proposes to make a clean sweep of our Consular 
and Diplomatic Services ; which, after careful study, he pro- 
nounces cumbrous, extravagant, and inefficieut. The result 
of Mr. Houms’s “careful study” of a subject which he is 
quite incapable of understanding, is a comparison between 
the British and the United States Consular Services, very 
much to the disadvantage of the former. Mr. Hots has 
already learned the great secret that the surest way to 
obtain the favour of the Grapstone Cabinet is to praise 
American “institutions,” and decry our own. Lest we 
should unhappily lay ourselves open to a charge similar to 
that which we venture to prefer against Mr. Hotms—that of 
talking about things we knew nothing about—we will con- 
fine our comments to that one branch of the service of which 
we may fairly claim to have some knowledge. As regards 
China, Japan, and the Far East generally, it would be diffi- 
cult to make any alteration in the Consular system that 
would not be for the worse. Mr. Hors compares the value 
—or his own estimate of the value—of our trade at certain 
ports with the cost of maintaining our Consulates at those 
places ; and argues that in some cases the trade is so small 
that it does not “pay” to keep up the establishments. This 
is a most transparent fallacy, and shows the speaker's 
entire ignorance as to the true position and functions 
of our Consuls in China and Japan. Mr. Houms would put the 
entire Consular service under the Board of ‘Trade, and abolish 
all its duties and uses except those of looking after ships’ 
papers, settling disputes between masters and seamen, compil- 
ing returns of trade, &c. It is evident, indeed, that Mr. 
Hots thinks these powers are all that Consuls should be 
allowed to exercise. A very little practical experience in 
China or Japan wonld show him how utterly futile has been 
his “ careful study” of the subject, and would lead him to 
very different conclusions. Mr. HoxMs declares that the 
same benefits that we obtain by a most costly and intricate 
machinery, are secured by the United States Government by 
the simplest organisation at a very trifling expense. Why, any 
one who knows China can tell Mr. Hotws that the United 
States Consular service there was for years astanding disgrace 
to the nation—their Consuls being either merchants, who 
sought the office partly for the honour of flying the “stars 
and stripes,” and the position it gave them among the foreign 
community, and partly for the trading advantages it carried 
with it—or by mere worthless adventurers who made such a 
living as they could by the exorbitant fees they would screw 
out of all who came within their clutches ; in some cases it 
was almost an open levying of “black mail” on American 
subjects. So crying was the evil, that at last the United States 
Government was obliged to abandon its system for our 
own, and appoint properly qualified and fully paid Consuls, 
at least at the principal ports. The practice of appointing 
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“trading Consuls,” net only by the United States, but by a 
number of minor European States, has been the origin of so 
great a scandal—bad enough in China, but worse in Japan— 
that a loud outcry has been raised against it ; the Austrian 
Government, in concluding its recent treaty, wisely refused 
to appoint a single trader as Consul, and obtained permission 
for the British officials to act for Austria until a proper Con- 
sular staff could be sent out. This is a step in the right 





direction, and one that we hope will be followed up until (as: 


we have said before) the hybrid race of trading-consuls is 
altogether extinct. From these, or Consuls supported by 
fees and extortions, may the Foreign-office deliver us! Mr. 
Ho.tms’s proposal to disestablish the Consular Service has 
been referred to a Select Committee, consisting of himeelf; 
Mr. Otway (Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs), Mr. Bou- 
VERIE, Mr. Wint1aM Henry Guapstrone, Mr. Rytanps, Mr. 
Ricnarp Sxaw, Sir Henry Lyrron Buuwer, Sir CHARLES 
Werntworta Dimxe, Mr. Krynairp, Mr. Wititam Cart- 
wriaut. Mr. Artaur Rossecu, Mr. Sciarer-Boota, Viscount 
Sanpon, Mr. Eastwick, Mr. Barninc, Mr. Witt1am LowTHER, 
Mr. Cameron, Mr. Freperiok Sranuey, Mr. ButLer-Joun- 
STONE, Viscount BARRINGTON, and Mr. Freperick WALPOLE. 
Some of the names, notably those of Mr. Hous, Mr. Otway, 
and Sir Cuagues Diikg, bode no gvod to the service ; but, 
on the other side, the influence of an experienced diploma- 
tist like Sir H. Butwer will be beneficial, and we trust any 
attempt to interfere with the present system will be defeated. 


DEATH OF MR. BURLINGAME. 

Suxoz the above was written we have heard with regret of 
the sudden death of Mr. Boriincamsz, which occurred at 
St. Petersburg on the 23rd ultimo. However strong our 
doubts as to the good faith of the Chinese in sending Mr. 
Bur.incaMe to Europe, and as to the possibility of any good 
resulting from his negotiations, we are sure all our readers 
will join in regretting this sad termination to them. It is 
singular that in the same issue in which we record Mr. 
Busincame's untimely death, we publish a proclamation by 
the Presipent of the United States regarding the ratifica- 
tion of his Treaty. The news of Mr. Bur.incame’s death 
has been received with deep regret in the United States, 
where he was very popular. It was announced to the Honse 
of Representatives by General Bangs, who pronounced a 
panegyric on the deceased diplomutist. The Legislature of 
Massachusetts and other political corporations have voted re- 
solutions expressing the public regret for his loss. At Boston 
the ships in the roadstead hung their colours half-mast high. 
These manifestations of general sorrow are easy to under- 
stand, for Mr. BuRLINGAME'S career, up to the time when he 
accepted the Chinese Mission, had been one of which his 
countrymen might well be proud. His conduct of this Mis- 
sion we must always regard as a huge mistake ; but at any rate 
he devoted his best energies to it, and the thought of leaving 
the work unfinished was one that made his last hours sad and 
restless. We presume that Mr. McLeary Brown, his Chief 
Secretary, who has just paseed through this country on his 
way from Washington to St. Petersburg, will wind up the 
affairs of the Mission. 


Tae opinion gains ground that the Caancetor of the 
Excuequer will in the next Budget propose a reduction of 
the duty on Sugar and Tea, On the latter it is expected that 
it will be reduced to 2d. or 3d., payable on the discharge in 
dock, and thus the present em of bonded warehouses, 
&c., will be avoided. It seems that the policy of the present 
Government is eminently one of reducing the cost of collect- 
ing the revenues, and in this we give them hearty support. 
The financier who puts the largest proportion of taxation into 
the Treasury—nett—is undoubtedly rendering the greatest 
possible service to the public at large. 


THosE engaged in the naval actions at Kagosima have to 
thank Mr. W. C. Price, M.P., for an effort to procure some 
recognition of their services. Mr. Price thinks these opera- 
tions in Japan at least as important and as creditable to all 
concerned as those in Abyssinia, Umbeyla, and New Zealand, 
for all of which medals have been granted, and on the 8th 
instant he will ask the First Lord of the Admiralty whether 
any medal is to be issued for Japan. 
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Me Hakr's memorandum on China affairs, which has been 
published with Mr. Ross Browne's comments, has been 
brought to the notice of the House of Commons. Colonel 
Sykes asked the Under Secretary for Foreign Affairs whether 
his department was in possession of the document, and whether 
it would be laid betore the House. Mr. Otway replied that 
he had seen the document alluded to in a China paper, but 
that it had not reached the Government in the form of an 
official communication. 





‘We understand that the proposal to enlist constables in 
England for the Hong Kong police force is abandoned, at 
least for the present. The plan will we suppose receive fur- 
ther consideration on the arrival at home of Sir R. Mao- 
DonnELL, who is expected in England in June next. During 
his absence the government of the colony will be adminis- 
tered by General WmtFiEL. 


Russia is turning her remote Eastern possessions to ac- 
count. The Island of Saghalien, we learn, is to be forthwith 
converted intu a penal settlement for Pulish conspirators and 
other political offenders, who will certainly not be able to do 
much harm when safely landed there. Siberia, it seems, is 
becoming quite populous with political exiles, and further 
additions to their numbers is not considered safe. 


Mr. Aurrep WappIneTron—whose pamphlets in support of 
the scheme for an interoceanic railway across British North 
America have been noticed in these columns—has arrived at 
Ottawa from London, on a mission to urge the Canadian 
Government to aid in the construction of such a line. 


We are glad to hear that Captain Kinper, who was 
Master of the Hong Kong Mint during its brief span of 
existence, proceeds by the next mail to Japan, to take charge 
of the new Government Mint at Osaka. 


Owrne to the unusual pressure on our space, the continua- 
tion of “ Opium versus Christianity,” and much other interest- 
ing matter, must stand over until our next issue. 


CONSUL MARKHAW’S VISIT TO SHANTUNG. 

At the meeting of the Royal Geographical Socicty on the Ist 
instant, Mr. R. B. Shaw, lately arrived in England after an adven- 
turous journey in ci-devant Chinese Tartary, read a long and 
interesting paper, entitled “A Visit to Yarkand and Kashgar.” 
Mr. Shaw, as the President reminded the meeting, was the first 
European since the days of Marco Polo who had penetrated to 
Yarkand, and been allowed to return from that wonderful country, 
The second paper was, “On a Journey through Shantung and 
Visit to the Tomb of Confucius,” by Mr. J. Markham, Consul at 
Chefoo. The paper contained a most interesting account of the 
author’s reception at Kio-foo, the city of Confucius, and his 
examination of the monuments and temples connected with the 
famous Chinese sage. The great majority of the inhabitants of 
the city are descendants of Confucius and bear his surname, and 
the magistrate’s office is hereditary in the family. The chief 
representative bears a title equivalent to our “Duke;” he 
received Mr. Markham with the utmost kindness, and facilitated 
in a way he did not expect his visits to the temple and the tombs. 
The result of the author's experience, acquired in journies through- 
out the length and breadth of this important province, was that 
the middle and lower classes of China were, as a rule, inclined to 
be friendly to strangers, and that all acts of offence are instigated 
by the governing class of mandarins. 





Witerature, 
-_——0—— 

THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH'S VISIT TO HONG KONG.* 
It was fitting that the visit of Queen Victoria’s son to Ho 
Kong should be chronicled ina more permanent form than that 
afforded by the local journals, and the want of a memorial of this 
interesting event has been well supplied by Mr. Beach in the 
volume before us. Of course it could only take the form of a 
simple record of the incidents that occurred during the brief stay 
of his Royal Highness in the colony, and afforded the author—or, 
as with becoming modesty he styles himeclf, the compiler—but 





© Visitof H.R H. the Duke of E-linburgh to Hong Kong in 1869. 
Compiled by the Rev. W. R. Beach, Colonial Chaplain. Hong Kong 
Noronha and Sons. London: Smith, Elder, and Co. 
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little scope for originality. His task however has been well per- 





Journal of the Royal Asiatic ity, Vol. IV., Part 2.—This 


formed, and the result is a pleasant narrative, which derives | volume of the Society’s journal is rich in papers of the kind that 


additionul value from a sort of semi-official authority that attaches 
to it, the work having been produced at the request and with 
the aid of his Excellency the Governor. Another fact that is, or 
ought to be, a strong inducement to persons interested in 
China to buy the volume, is that the profits are intended 
to go towards the building fund for the new choir of 
St: John’s Cathedral, of which .the. Duke himself laid the 
foundation-stoue on the last day of his visit. The chief 
events having already been chronicled in the columns of the Lon- 
don and China Telegraph, we need not go over the ground again ; 
but the photographs with which Mr. Beach’s book is illustrated 
deserve a word of commendation. The portrait of the Prince, 
taken in Hong Kong, is we are assured an excellent likeness, 
though not a remarkably good specimen of photographic art. The 
others, comprising a panoramic view of Government House and 
the harbour, Queen’s-road and a Chinese street prepared for illu- 
mination, the Praya, the City Hall, the Race-course and Happy 
Valley, are all excellent. The volume is stitched in a cover of 
blue paper. that gives it externally a rather poverty-stricken ap- 
yearance, but it is well worth binding handsomely. In the copy 
fore us the photographs are not so nicely mounted as they would 
be in a work published at home, but that can hardly be expected. 
We understand it is intended to have a few copies handsumely 
bound for presentation to the Queen and members of the Royal 
Family. 

The Colonial-office List, and The Foreign-office List, for 1870. 
Harrison, 59, Pall Mall.-These two useful handbooks have ap- 
peared in their usual fovm, but in each case with some amplifica- 
tions and improvements. Among other useful addenda to the 
usual matter, the Colonial office List contains a list of all Parha- 
mentary papers in colonial affairs issued since 1864; the regula- 
tions as to pensions, cadetships, &c., for the Straits, Hong Kong, 
and Ceylon. The information regarding the present condition and 
government of all our Eastern Colonies is very full and accurate, 
and brought down to the latest possible date. The Foreign-office 
List presents the usual compact mass of imformation, and we have 
found it of great use in preparing our annual list of Consular offi- 
cials at ports in China and Japan, which will appear in the next 
issue. We find one blot in that especially useful section, the 
“ Statement of Services ”—Mr. Hart, the present Inspector-General 
of Chinese Customs, is described as a “ Deputy-Inspector at Can- 
ton.” There is along list of promotions and transfers in the 
China Department, and the obituary records two deaths—those of 
Consul Fletcher and Mr. Gibson. 


Our Ocean Highways. — Under this title Mr. Stanford, of 
Charing Cross, has issued a useful hand-book of information for 
travellers, containing particulars regarding travelling, postal and 
telegraphic communication with all the chief ports, cities, and 
towns in the world—home, foreign and colonial. In so large and 
varied an accumulation of matter, it would be strange if there 
were no mistakes, and we find several in relation to ports in the 
Far East, but none of avery serious nature. Tbe book is not very 
appropriately named—on opening it we find on the first page 
“ Abbotsford’—and the question naturally suggests itself, what 
has the inland town famous as theresidence of our great novelist to 
do with “Ocean Highways 1?” Thesame confused mixing up of little 
English towns with foreign ports is carried throughout, and is a 
defect arising from the alphabetic method of classification. This, 
however, might easily be altered, and other improvements made 
in the next yearly issue. 

The Modern Buddhist ; being the Views of a Siamese Minister of 
State on his own and other Religions. Translated, with Remarks, by 
Henry Alabaster. In this little hook (published by Messrs, Triib- 
her and Co., Paternoster-row) Mr. Alabaster, who holds the post 
of Interp:eter in Her Majesty's Consulate-General in Siam, pre. 
sents an instructive and thoroughly practical discourse on 
Buddhi-m as it exists in the present day, with many interesting 
reflections, not only on the points of difference as regards faith 
between Buddhism and other religions, but also on comparative 
morulity and the varying social conditions arising out of different 
systems of. theology. It will be found interesting by others 
besides students of Buddhism. 

Wasps of the Ocean - Marlborough and Co., Ave Maria-lane— 
is @ most charming little illustrated book of travel and adventures 
in Onina, Siam, &c., admirably suited for young readers, Anec- 
dotes and Stories in French, by the same publishers, is also a 
very useful and instructive exercise for those who are acquiring 
or have a tuste for the French language. 

‘The Colonial Directory of the Straits Sett’ements, for 1870, is 
comprehensive hand-book of information and statistics, which in- 
cludes not only Singapore and Penang, but Labuan, Surawak, and 
Saigon. It is Sarafally compiled, and published at the “ Mission ” 
Press, Singapore. 

The Foud Journal, March, 1870.—This publication shows in its 
second number a decided improvement, and promises to enlarge 
its sphere of usefulness. It contains, among much other interest- 
ing matter, an article on “The Economic Uses of Brick Tea,” 
some notes on cuffee adulteration (tea ought to come next), and, 
under the head of “Curiosities of Cookery, a copy of the bill of 
fare at a“ regular mandarin supper ” given by Sir R. MacDonnell, 
in 1867, to some French gentlemen visiting Hong Kong. 
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form the usual staple of its contents. There are contributions 
from Mr. Childers, late of the Ceylon Civil Service, Colonel 
Zule C.B., Captain Sladen, Mr. Buillie, Professor Dowson, and 
others. 


MEMORIAL OF HOUSE OWNERS AT HONG KONG. 
The following is a copy of the memorial addreseed to Earl 
GRANVILLE by owners of property in Hong Kong now resid- 
ing in England. We understand that the Straits Association 
are aleo addressing his Lordship on the subject, in conformity 
with the resolutions, which will found in auother column :— 
That your Memorialists are owners of house property in the colony 
of Hong Kong, chiefly in the occupation of Chinese, of the annual 
rental of about £64,000, and are otherwise interested in its trade. 

That such trade, and the value of this property, are to a great ex- 
tent dependent on the residence in the settlement of the very large 
Chinese population which haa been attracted to it by its being a free 
port, and a place in which, altbough heavily burdened by legal taxa- 
tion, they bave always hitherto been protected from irregular exactions. 

Your Memorialixta have lately learned with much apprehenrion that 
in article two of -‘the Supplementary Convention to the Treaty of 
Tientsin” it is agreed ‘‘that China may appoint Consuls to reside at 
all ports in the British Dominione,” and although it may seem in- 
vidious and even illiberal to take exception to a provision which in the 
fuce of it may seem calculated to draw closer the bands of amity 
between Great Britain and China, yet warned by the experience they 
have gained by many years’ residence in China, and an intimate know- 
ledge of its Government and people, they cannot but consider this pro- 
vision, if acted on in Hong Kong, as menaciag the independence of the 
Colony so far as its Chinese population is concerned, and highly in- 
jurious, therefore, to its interests and to those of your Memorialista. 

It must. be borne in mind that the ceasion of the Island was to the 
Chinese Governmeut perhaps the most unwelcome of all the conditions 
of the Treaty of Nanking, and as the chief seat of, and to them, the 
very embodiment of British Power in China, it has ever since been re- 
garded by them with extreme jealousy. Hence efforts have from time 
to time been made to obstruct ita trade, which have for the moat part 
been frustrated by the vigilance of Her Majesty’s Government. Your 
Memorialists consider this as another blow covertly, and dexterously, 
aimed at i's prosperity and independence. 

Your Memoraliats by no means desire to speak with needless dis- 
respect of the Chinese Government, but as its character 13 go essential 
an element in the consideration of the question, they can hardly avoid 
seemingly todo so, Under whatever name a Chinese official be eatab- 
lished in Hong Kong, and however limited and innocent may appear 
to be his functions, he will by the natives be regarded as, and will 
assuredly assume to be, their ruler. He will be at once a tyrant and a 
spy, and will levy exactions® on them, which they will neither dare to 
resist nor complain of, because, although they may know the British 
authorities would, on appeal, afford them protection, their wives and 
families being resident on the main land are there in the grasp of the 
Chinese Government, and on them vicarious punishment would, 
according to its usage, be certainly inflicted. ; 

That such evils would occur is nearly certain, and the efforts to 
represa them would assuredly not tend to promote friendly feelings 
between the British and Chinese Governmente. 

In illustration of these views, the case of the neighbouring Portu- 
guese settlement of Macao may be adduced, wherein formerly Chinese 
officials were permitted to reside. 

While these officers remained there, not only business affairs, but 
the smallest and commonest transactions in life were subject to their 
interference, so that even a house could not be built without their 
leave being obtained, and of course purchased. 

In the year 1841, when all British subjects were driven out of Can 
ton, they took refuge in Macao, but such a pres:ure was brought upon 
the settlement by the Chinese officers, by withdrawal of domestic 
servants, the stoppage of provisions, and threats of personal violence, 
that the Governor was compelled, most unwillingly, to intimate to the 
British residents that he could not continue to afford them protection, 
and they were obliged to leave the place, and to live on shipboard. 
Perpetual struggles and contentions between the Portuguese and 
Chinese, arising from the division of authority, atill went on, and the 
assassination of Governor Amaral was one of the terrible consequences. 
This intolerable condition of «ffiirs was only put an end to when the 
Portuguese Government, availing themselves of the opportunity af- 
forded by the war between Great Britain and China, insisted on all 
Chinese officers leaving the settlement, which has ever since been 
peaceful, independent and prosperous. It can hardly be supposed 
that any Chinese officer would in Hong Kong dare to proceed to 
any such extreme lengthe as are herein alluded to, but in the 
event of any threatened disturbance of the friendly relation now 
existing bepween the two countries, his presence might be a source 
of danger, while in any case as the corrupt exercise of power, 
and the hibit of submission to it are ingrained in the Chinese 
nature, your Memorialists feel sure that the evils they have adverted 
to would more or less arise. and the apprebension of them would pro- 
bably induce many of the most respect ble Chinese to leave the Colony. 
Had sufficient time clapsed since the publication of the text of the 
New Convention in China for the residents in Hong Kong fully to 
comprehend its application to that place, it is almost certain that 
remonstrances against this provision would ere this have been made. 

Your Memorialists have reason for believing that the views they 
take on the subject under discussion agree with those expressed in 
correspondence by the Governor of Hong Kong; if so, records of 

*It is well known that offices of the hizhest importance tn China are commonly 


either purchased or farmed, while those who hold such as are of less value are ouly 
nominally paid by the Government but are left to pay themselves as best they can. 
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them will no doubt be fonnd in the Colonial-office ; and in Sir Ruther- 
ford Alcock's letter to the Eurl of Clarendon enclosing copy of the 
Conv: ation, and commenting thereon, it is stated that his Lordship’s 
deapatch, No. 141, of the 4th August, “indicates a doubt as to the ex- 
pediency «f allowing a Chinese Conant to be appointed at Hong Kong.” 
This wige doubt has be:n disregarded, and the reasons alleged are that 
it in better to permit that which is inexpedient, leat the Chinese should 
do what is manifestly contrary to the laws of nations, to which, how2 
ever, uoobservant of themselves they are to be allowed to appeal. 

For these reasons your Memorialists respectfully requeat that the 
Supplementary Convention of the Treaty of Tientsin as respects Article 
2 may not be ratified by Her Majesty. 


SIGNATURES TO THE MEMORIAL. 


JAMES WHITE, MP. WM. H VACHER. 
Ww H LUCK J. C. BALDWIN, 
@. OVERBECK H. H. KENNEDY. 
HARVEY BRAND. LUDWIG WIESE, for the Widow of 
GEO. ant R. DEWHURST. A. W. GROSVENOB. 
Estate of DOUGLAS LAPRAIK— Cc. T. WILLSON. 
JNO. G LAPRAIK. E RB. MICHELL 
Estates of 0M A BOWRA and C. W. | Estate of WH. ROPER— 
BOWRA—JNO. G. LAPRAIK. W_ THOMPSON, 
R J. GILMAN. A. SCOTT. 
N CR\WFORD, for Self and as Trastee | M PESTONJEE SETNA. 
for late T. A LANE. G. T. SIEMSSEN, 
LUDWEG WIESE, per 1L.UD \1G WIESE. 
R J. ASHTON. JULIUS SAUER, per L. WIESE 
W T. BRIDGES. W. WALKINSHAW, 
For Q ANDERKSON—A. RODGER G. H. HEATON, 
ALEXR RODOER R, D. SASSOON. 
JOUN FITZPATRICK. 


Monetary and Commercial, . 


At the meeting of the tea-brokers on the 21st ult. the proposition 
noticed in our last was negatived, and the matter now stands 
without settlement. At the next meeting (on 14th inst.) a mo- 
tion is tobe made by Mr. Sillar “ To assimilate the ‘ trade customs ’ 
of selling tea to those of silk, viz., to sell for cash, with three 
months to complete the contract, no deduction being made from 
the purchase-money ; to insist on the Queen’s weights being taken 
by both buyer and seller, and to enforce the payment of the 
buying brokerage upon completion of the contract.” This 
¢ stom prevails also with rice, indigo, and saltpetre. Had the 
brokers made a firm stand in the first instance they would have 
e:rtainly overcome the few dealers who wished to break down 
their old system. Now they are utterly disorganised, and once 
having attempted new customs, dissensions have arisen among 
themselves, and any settlement seems hopeless. They must now 
make the commission a matter of agreement in each bargain. 
Certainly the importer cannot pay more than 1 per cent. 

It is to be regretted that. Mr. H. H. Severs has had his dis- 
charge without opposition, for it would have been serviceable to 
know who is to blaine, and by what process debts to the extent of 
@ quarter of a million could be contracted by a firm of such insig- 
nificant proportions. Mr. Severs returned from China insolvent 
and opened business in London some three years since, ingra- 
tiated himself with the Manchester houses and the banks, and 
kept up a fire of bills until renewals would no longer go down. 
It is simply intolerable that Banks should give facilities for such 
trading. How is it possible for firms having capital and respon- 
sibility at stake to compete with such mushroom firms, and how 
can the reputation of firms in the China trade be maintained 
while the Banke are open to persons who should be bowed out of 
their doors ? 

The increasing importance of Malta since the opening of the 
Suez Canal has induced the formation of a company for erecting 
docks with hydraulic lifts, on the system of Mr. Edwin Clark, C.E. 
We understand that the Government of Malta not only take a 
number of shares, but have granted the valuable concession for 
ninety-nine years of a site for the purpose, together with about 
5,000 square yards of land, 40,000 square yards of water area, and 
& portion of the wharves adjoining. The Government vote also a 
subsidy of £5,000 on condition that the works are completed 
within a reasonable time. It is estimated that if only one vessel 
in twenty of those already frequenting the harbour avail them- 
selves of the new lift, the profits of the company upon the opera- 
tions of lifting and repairing (taking the data supplied by the 
Victoria Graving Dock Company) may fair'y be reckoned at not 
less than 25 per cent. on the proposed capital. A large profit is 
also expected from the business of examining and cleaning the 
bottoms of coasting steamers. 

At the meeting at Liverpool of the West India and Pacific 
Steamship Company (Limited), a dividend was declared of 14s. 
per share, free of income-tax, ‘making, with the interim divi- 
dend paid in August, 24s. per share, or at the rate of 6 per cent. 
perannum, The amount left to be carried forward is £6,867. 
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Some specimens of Sea Island cotton, grown at Manlcy-hall, 
Manchester, by Mr. Sam Mendel, were exhibite! at the meeting 
of the directors of the Manchester Chamber of Commerce on the 
17th inst. They consisted of a piece of the cotton in the raw state, 
and some manufactured into yarn and into grey and bleached cloth. 

We understand that subscriptions to the Colombo Gas and Water 
Company have come iu slowly, owing totheir being subscribed by 
bona fide investors free of Stock Exchange influences. We may 
note that the shares of the Hong Kong Gas Company have ad- 
vanced to a premium of £2 per share. 

The stoppage is announced of Messrs. Pauw, Schneider, and Co., 
commission merchants, of Manchester, engaged in the China trade 
in connection with Mr. Siegfried. At the first meeting of cre- 
ditors a committee was appointed to examine the accounts, &c. 

The P. M. steamer America, which left San Francisco on the lat 
Feb., took $560,000 in silver and Mexican Dollars. 

The Salvage Association Staff have returned from the wreck of 
the P. and O. steamer Carnatic, the vessel having heeled off the 
reef. About £8,000 worth of treasure, &c., remained in her. 

The tenders for £387,500 in biils on India were received at the 
Bank of England, when the amounts ailoted werc—to Calcutta, 
£352,700, and to Madras £34,800. The minimum price was fixed, 
as before, at 1s. 1ld., and tenders at 1s. 114d. will receive about 
63 per cent. ‘These results show a further diminution in the de- 
mand for means of remittance to the East, 

At the meeting of the Telegraph Construction and Maintenance 
Company (Limited and Reduced) a dividend of 73 per cent. was 
declared, making, with the interim payment of 23 per cent., a tota 
distribution of 10 per cent. fur tho year. : 

We understand that the intended issue of additional capital fo; 
the Shanghai Extension of the China Submarine, Telegraph Com- 
pany is deferred, the directors having decided to tuke no steps in 
the matter until the construction of the line from Singapore to 
Hong Hong is further advanced. 

A prospectus has been issued of the National Telegraph Manu 
facturing Company (Limited), with a capital of £400,000, of 
which half is to be first issued in shares of £25 each, to purchase 
the telegraphic business and works of Messrs. R. S. Newall and 
Co., of London anid Gateshead-on-Tyne. 

The amount of bullion by the P. and O. Company's steamer 
Pera, from Southampton on the 5th instant, was, in gold, to 
Bombay, £500 ; to Madras, £1,365; in silver, to [ong Kong, 
£850; to Shanghai, £108,220; total in gold, £1,865 ; in silver, 
£109,070. 





ARTICLES OF IMPORT. 


TEA. 

Large arrivals have taken place, and with continued relatively small 
deliveries stocks have increased, sales being restricted to parcels for 
immediate use, owing to the uacertainty ae to the coming Budget. 
press pace a downward tendency, although no decided reduction can 

quoted. 

Public sales of China, comprising 12,922 packages, were held on the 
lst and 2nd inst. of which 10,300 packages sold, all being without re- 
serve. The sales went off without spirit, but as a rule without change 
on last sales’ prices. Common to fair red-leaf Congou realived 1s. 0}d. 
to ls. 1jd.. Some parcels of fair black-leaf Congou sold at 1s. fa 
to 1s. 13d. per lb., and two of fine Moning at 1s. 104d. to 1s. 11d. per 
Ib. A small invoice of Japan mixed green teas brought full rates. A 
break of green tea dust eold at 8d. per lb. Two breaks of common 
Canton Scented Orange Pekoe brought 84d. to 104d. per Ib. 


SILK. 

Market very active, large business doing all the past week ; prices of 
China and Japan are fully 6d. higher; we quote best chopa 3 Tsatlee, 
82z.; Red Peacock, 27s. to 27s. 6d.; Japan Mybasb, 80a. to 36a.; Can- 
ton Teatlee, 21e. 6d. to 288. 

The tollowing is trom Mes-rs. Jacomb, Hogg, and Co.’s Monthly Cir- 
cular, dated 1st inst.:—The past month opened with a comparatively 
quict market for Asiatic Silk, but business was soon resumed on a fair 
scale, though of course, owing to the scarcity of silk, transactions have 
not been eo extensive as during the months of December and Junuary. 
In China Silk there hus been a current demand for all descriptions at 
stiffening prices, and our quotations of to-day show an avcrage advance 
of about 6d. per 1b, though in medium and low Taatlees the improve- 
ment has been greater. Chop Silk is now nearly exhausted, and one 

reel of Koo-fong-Sing’s Chun Tze has been sold as bigh as 32s. 

upan Silk seems to be again out of favour, and con-equently the 
business of the past month has been on a limited scale. though within 
the last few days there are symptoms of an improved demand; and 
looking at the moderate quotations for this class of silk as compared 
with Chinas, it is only reasonable to expect that the attention of con- 
sumers must ere long be again directed to its use. The deliveries are 
8,643 bales China, and 626 bales Japan. 

According to Messrs. Arles, Dufuur, and Co., a gradual focrease of 
confidence has been observable in the Lyons silk market since the 
favourable turn in the home politics of France, and some important 


158 


THK LONDON AND CHINA TELEGRAPH. 


[Marcy 7, 1870. 








contracts for deliveries as late even as Juue and July have afforded 

evidence of the faith of buyers in the maintenance of prices, more 

particularly with regard to all classes of good silks, of which the atocks 

are insufficient to meet the wants of consumption. At the same time 

afair current business has been done in Asiatic silks, especially in 

China sorts. , 
OFFER. 


C 

The supplies of Plantation Ceylon at the public sales have been 
limited, but the small quantities offered have been readily taken, the 
ordinary and medium qualities at about our last quoted rates, and the 
good and fine sorts at higher prices. Native Ceylon is in fair inquiry. 
The quantity afloat, both Plantation and Native, is less than last year; 
the landings of Ceylon show an increase, and the deliveries a decrease 
on last year's figures, while the stock is considerably in excess. For 
the East India descriptions of Coffee other than Ceylon the sales have 
been confined to 185 bags pale greenish Manila at auction at 58s. and 
180 bags Bonthyne Singapore at 602. per cwt. 

The quantity of Ceyion Coffee afloat for Great Britain is esti- 
mated as follows:— Plantation, 192,579 cwt., against 207,983 cwt. at 
the corresponding date of 1869; Native, 19,552 cwt., against 57,686 
ewt. The quantity xfloat for the Continent is nil, in both years. The 
quantity of Coffee landed in the seven weeks ended Feb. 19, 1870, was 
of Ceylon, 2,730 tons, against 2,176 tons during the corresponding period 
of 1869 ; of all descriptions, 3,334 tons, against 4,707 tons. The quan- 
tity entered for home consumption was, of Ceylon, 1,286 tons, against 
1,448 tons; ofall descriptions, 2,271 tons, against 2.464 tons. The quan- 
tity exported was, of Ceylon, 2,768 tons, against 2,117 tons ; of all de- 
scriptions, 4,973 tons, against 4,641 tong. The stock on Feb. 19, was, of 
Ceylon, 12,875 tons, against 9,306 tons; of all descriptions, 20,365 
tons, against 16,822 tons. 

The Rio market at the date of the last advices was quiet, but owing 
to the anticipations which were entertained of a short crop great firm- 
ness was manifested. / 

‘ SUGAR. 


Supplies having been kept back by the prevalence of contrary winds, 
and the trade having shown a slightly increased disposition to purchase, 
the businees has been to a larger extent than of late, but prices are 
lower. The sales of East India, on the spot, have been confined ex- 
clusively to Manila, of which 20,000 bags common to middling clayed, 
duty 8s., have been cold at 28. 6d. to 29. 6d., 3,500 hage superior claved 
(chiefly 93. 7d. duty) at 31lz., and 5,000 bags unclayed Taal at 25s. The 
floating cargo, per Peerless, 3,780 baskets, No. 13 Java, has been sold 
at 293., for delivery at Bristol. 

The quantity of Sugar landed in the seven weeks ended Feb. 19, 1870, 
was, of Penang, 269 tons, against 782 tons in the corresponding period of 
1869 ; of Manila, Java, and China, 3,469 tons, against 5.947 tons; the 
quantity entered for home consumption was, of Penang, 552 tons, against 
255 tons ; of Manila, Java, and China, 4.694 tons, against ],223 tons. The 

uantity exported was, of Penang. 24 tons, against 13 tons; of Manila, 

ava, and China, 176 tons, against 12tons. The stock on Feb. 12 was, 
of Penang, 1,993 tons against 843 tons; of Manila, Java, and China, 
34,890 tons, :va:nst 35,556 tons. 

Cocoa-nut O1L.—The offers of Ceylon since our last report have been 
128 casks, of which 89 catks mostly good sold at £42, two lots at 
£41 1hs. and £42 5s. the femainder being bought in at £42. The 
quantity of Ceylon afloat for Great Britain is estimated at 48 856 cwt., 
against 56,732 cwt. at the corresponding date last year, and 35,555 
ewt. in 1868. 

Corr Goops.—The current rates are—Yarn, Ceylon, very fine and 
superior, £54 to £61; fine, £44 to £48; good, £35 to £36 10s.; low 
common to middling, £28 to £26. Fibre: Ceylon, good, £25 to £27 
5s., medium, £20 10s., common £15. 

CampHor.—''he market is quiet on the spot at 82z. 6d. to 87s. for 
China, with sellers of Japan at 92s. 6d. per cwt. Shipments continue 
to be made from China, with a stock of 5,569 packages, against 3,402 
in 1869, 1,634 in 1868, and 2,009 in 1867 ; we can hardiy yet look for 
improvement in price. Delivered in January last, 147 packages, 
ny Pgs 1,937 packages in January 1869, and 171 packages in January 

68. 

Curco.—The demand is without improvement, and prices are 
nominal at 26:. to 26s. 6d. for fine quality. At auction 980 boxes 
good Pegue were bought in at 27s. percwt. The quantity afloat from 
Calcutta and Singapore to London and Liverpool is 544 tons, against 
204 tons same time last year; from Rangoon, &c., 329 tons, against 
661 tons. 

Essentian Orts.—Aniseed very dull at 8s. 9d. to Ss. 10d.; limited 
sales. Cassia: Very flat, small sales at 5s. 1d. Nutmegs: 51 cases 
white in sale retired, but sellers afloat cheaper. 

Gamprer.—The market is quieter again, after large sales on the spot 
and afloat, at 17s. 3d. to 17s. 9d. for lamp. 894 bales block sold at 
17s, 3d. Cubes quiet; of 346 packages offered a few fine sold at 
20s. 6d. to 20s. 9d.; common dull at 18s. to 19s. 

Gums.—Benjamin : Siam steady; Sumatra, 2nds firm; 37 cases half 
sold, fair white almond at £10 to £10 2s. 6d.; rather brownish, £8 
10s. to £8 17s. 6d.; Palembang very dull. Copal still in demand, 
but large arrivale. 
Gamboge steady ; 19 cases clean pipe sold at £15 to £1: 5s. 

Gatts.—The markct for China is firm, there being a good demand 
for export; 697 boxes were mostly placed at auction at 49s. to 49s. 6d. 
for good clean bold, with very little small; preferable 50s. per cwt.; 
400 cases, part of a recent arrival, have been placed privately at 49s. 
6d. Japan very steady, 261 cases retired from auction at 50s. 

Hives anp Sxixs.— Messrs. Dyster, Nalder and Co.’s Monthly Report 
is as follows:—The sales East India Hides during the past month have 
Been limited, owing to small stocks, and comprisc 250,382 hides in the 
hair and tanned. The general demand has been good although ex- 
porters continue to be the most eager buyers, and in addition to their 
area at public sale have taken several parcels in criginal bales. 

ces have been well sustained, and on the better qualites, which have 
been very scarce, a fractional advance has frequently been paid. Of Cey- 
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Damar very dull, and lower; 78 packages retired. | 





lon, 1,872 hides have been sold : Light and Heavy, 69d. ; Extra Heavy, 
54d. to 64d.; Thirds, 5d.; Fourths, 4}d.; Buffalo 5d. per lb. Singa- 
pore, Penang, &c., Ox and Cow : 13,306 hides have been sold at previous 
rates to ie per lb. advance; Dry, Light and Small, 8jd. to 94d. ; 
Heavy, 8d. to 84d.; Extra Heavy, 73d. to 84d.; Thirds, 7d. to 74d. ; 
Brined, Best Light and Best Small, 119d.; Second Light, 4\d.; Bess 
Heavy, 9}d.; Second Heavy, 8d ; Extra Heavy. 8d.; Thirds and 
Fourths, 74d. per lb. Buffalo: The demand is limited, and the bulk 
of those brought forward,"being of indifferent quality, the sales are re- 
stricted to 2,066 hides, at about previous rates, viz., Prime Slaughtered 
av. 45} Ibs. at 74d. per 1lb.; Fair to Good, Best Heavy, 53d. to 64d_; 
Seconds, 5dd.; Light, 64d. to 63d.; Thirds, 4d. to 5d.; Inferior, 
Best Heavy, 5d.; Seconds, 43d. per lb. 

IsincLass.— Both Penang and Manila have realised higher prices : 
80 cases sold, pipe realising 3s. 4d. to 3s. 6d. per lb. for ordinary to 
fair ; leaf, 3s. 5d. to 3s. 9d. ; middling cake, 2s. 1d. 

INDIA-RUBBER.—The demand continues good ; sales reported of Singa- 
pore at 1s. 10d. ; Borneo at 1a. 3d.; Arsam at la. 1d. to la. 4d. 
on sales have been held, but have comprised no parcels of 

anila. 

Japan Wax.—Very quiet, and with a declining tendency. 839 boxes 
have been offered and partially sold at 70s, per cwt. for middling ; 
extremely fine will not command 75s. 

Musk.—The recent improvement has continued ; 20 caddies Pod 
sold fine flat thin at 328. to 348., mixed and bally at 20z. to 21s. ; 3 ting 
Grain sold at 488. 6d. to 50s. 6d. tor middling to fine. 

Morner-o’-PearL SHeLis.—The market is firm, and the following 
parcels have been offered at auction :—Macassar: 62 cases sold at 
£12 10s. per ewt. for generally good mixed size shells. Manila: 74 
cases from Singapore retired at £9 10s. 

Piumpaco.—Ceylon has sold more readily, and at better prices, 
especially for any good qualities, 1,400 barrels in auction being mostly 
disposed of; fine and euperior silvery lump, 23s. to 29s. ; rather mixed, 
18s. to 223.; inferior dull, 14a. to.17s.; dust, fine clean, 11s. to 11s. 6d.; 
common and middling, 63s. 6d. to 83. There is a good demand for 
export. 

Peprer.—Black : After the issue of our last, Black Pepper continued 
in strong demand, and a fair business was done both on the spot and 
for arrival; Acheen at 4}d., and West Coast at 4§d. per lb. Auctions 
have embraced 4,087 bays Penang, three-fourth of which were placed 
at 43d. to 44d. for fair Acheen, and 44d. to 4gd. Weat Coast ; and 470 
bags Singapore retired above the value. White: A speculative demand 
having sprung up, business to the extent of between 2,000 and 3,000 
bags has been transacted privately, commencing at 64d. and rising to 
64d., and even 7d. paid for small quantities ; but the demand has since 
flagged, and prices at the close are lower. 913 bags Singapore and 
583 bags Penang have been brought to auction, one-third of the former 
sold at 63d., with one lot at 63d. per Ib. for good quality; and the whole 
of the latter at 63d. for fair. 

PRESERVED GINGER.— Dull of sale ; 155 cases retired at 74d. to 83d. 
per |b. for rather dark to fine pale, Chylong brand ; 20 casks at 64d. ; 
S1 cases low Chow Chow at 63d. 

RuvBars.—The sales of China have comprised 343 cases, for which 
there was an active demand; 21 cages, new arrival overland, per 
Poonah, well trimmed bright pinky fracture sold with spirit at 4a. 9d. 
to 6s. 6d., being much dearer ; previously 72 cases, per sime steamer, 
good coat, fair even pinky fracture, sold at 3s. 11d. to 43. 7d., being 
barely valuation ; other parcels sold steadily at 1s. 2d. to 1s. 7d. for 
rough, part pinky fracture, but wormy, and 8d. and 10d. for very ordi- 
nary dark and rough. 

Rarrans.—In fair demand, and auctions have embraced 5,554 
bundles Penang, and 3,278 bundles Singapore, the former of which 
sold at 2s. 3d. to 4a. 3d. per 100 canes, and the latter at 3s. 7d. to 58. $d. 

Rovts.— Colombo : Quiet, at 35s. to 37s. per cwt. for good fair sound 
root, bright but rather small. China: Without transactions; several 
parcels are now afloat, and prices will doubtless decline ; nominal 
value, 458. per cwt. 

Spices.— Mace is more plentiful, and prices have receded 1d. to 2d. 
per lb. for common quality; 22 cases Penang partly sold, fair to good 
fair 8a. to 3s. 4d. ; 37 packages Java, partly sold at 2s. 3d. to 2s. 7d. 
for ordinary to common red. Nutmegs: 21 cases Penang partly sold, 
85 to 84 to the lb. at 2s. 4d.; 12 cases Padang, 92 to the lb. sold at 
Qa. 2d.; 34 packages Singapore, partly defective, sold at 1s. 6d. to 1. 
8d. for 130 to 118, and 1s. 9d. for 100 to the Ib.; sound in boxes, 118 
to tHe Ib. 1s. 9d., 83 2a. 4d. perlb. Cloves: The recent demand has 
subsided, and 491 bales in auction were beught in at 34d. to 33d. 

er lb. 

Saco.—Shortly after the date of our last, a strong «peculative de- 
mand sprung up, resulting in sales to the extent of 2,000 to 3,000 
boxes fair small grain at 18s. 3d. to 188. 6d., and good at 18x. 9d.; 
with 1,000 bage at 17s. 6d. to 17+. 9d. At auction, 913 bags middling 
to good small realised 17s. 6d. to 18s. but at the more reccnt sales, 
when 1,332 boxes and 520 bags were offered, only 340 boxes sound 
sold at 19s. fur good white grain, the bags being held for 18s. to 18s. 6d. 
Large and medium Sago is very scarce, and 184 bags, per Empress of 
India, were strongly competed for, and brought 22s. to 22s. 6d. per 
ewt. for very good and fine medium grain TP in diamond LS under, 
and privately at 23s. ; 58 bags very brown large sold at 18:. 6d. to 198. 
Flour: With only 298 tone afloat to London against 1,236 tons last 
year, and with a marked falling off in the quantity afloat to Liverpool 
(381 tons againat 2,010 tons) ; a speculative feeling has existed towards 
this article, and very large sales of Borneo have lately been effected 
privately at 14s. per cwt., and part of 678 bags Singapore by auction 
at same figure. The price is moderate, but the quantity afloat direct 
from Borneo is not generally known, and the stock in Liverpool is very 
heavy, being 33,806 bags. 

Stictac.— A new parcel of 378 boxes fine clean Siam sold well ; very 
bold 57s. 6d. to 62s.; small and dusty, 548; 150 cases Calcutta paxt 
sold at 388. 6d. to 50s. 

Sapanwoop.—Slightly firmer; considerable pareels of Siam and 
Ceylon Wood offered at auction but retired. 
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Tartoca.—Both Malacca and Penang have been more sought after, 
and prices (especially for good) are firy-er. Of1.318 bags Singapore at 
auction about one-half sold, viz., extra fine at 33d. ; fine, per Empress 
of India, at 3d. to 34d.; very good at 2jd., and good, 2}d. to 24d. 
per lb, No common offered. Of 526 bags Penang, about 250 bags 
were quitted, chiefly damaged, from jd. to 2d. per lb., with fair sound, 
per Mofussilite, NS, Alma under, at 2}d. to 24d. per lb., and about 
500 bags privately at same figures, and more recently 400 bags at 
24d. per Ib, Flour: 525 bags salvage from Dharwar, and very mid- 
ling quality, retired at 1j]d, to 2d. per lb. Pearl Tapioca : Has been 
in strong inquiry, and privately a large quantity sold at 22s. 6d. to 
233. per ewt. At sale extra large grain sold at 25s., and bullets at 
282., and more recently 340 packages at 22s. 6d. for good, and fine 
medium. Extra large at 23s, 6d., and very middling medium in bags 
at 21s. to 21s. 6d. per cwt. 

TorToisEsHELL.— Prices are steady; 16 cases Singapore have been 
offered at auction and about half sold; rather mixed in quality, gene- 
rally good substance, little scabby, at 14s. to 14s. 6d.; more mixed 
with common red, at 13s. 6d.; thin red, at l1s.; medium shell and 
chicken, good clean 13s. 6d. Penang: 1 case very mixed, much com- 
mon, at 8s. per lb. 


NEW YORK MARKET REPORT. 
—_—o— 
TEA. 

There is no change in the general features of the market. There is 
not much stock offering, and although buyers are scarce just for the 
moment, prices are held with confidence. We note sales of 5,100 half- 
chests Oolong, to arrive by the Craigie Lee ; 400 half-chests Green, ex 
Chinaman ; 841 half-chests do., ex Atina. The foliowing are the cur- 
rency prices for jobbing lots:— Greens, common to fair Hyson, 78¢. to 
99c. ; good to fine do., 95c. to $1.10; extra fine to finest do., $1.15 to 
$1.40: common to fair Young Hyson, 70c. to 80c.; good to fine do., 
85c. to $1.10; extra fine to finest, $1.20 to 1.55 ; common to fair Gun- 
powder, 78c. to $1 ; good to fine do., $1.05 to 1.20; extra fine to finest 
do., $1.35 to 1.70; common to fair Imperial, 78c. to $1; good to fine 
do., $1 05 to 1.20 ; extra fine to finest do., $1.30 to 1.50; common to 
fair Twankay, 62c. to 68c. ; good to fine, 70c. to 80c.; common to fair 
Uncoloured Japan. 75c. to 85e.; good to fine do., 90c. to $1.05; extra 
fine to finest do., $1.10 to'1.30 ; common to fair Oolong, 65¢e. to 70c. ; 
good to fine do., 75c. to $1 ; extra fine to finest do., $1.10 to 1.50; 
common to fair Souchong, 75c. to Sic. ; good to fine do., 96¢. to $1.10 ; 
extra fine to finest, $1.25 to 1.50. ‘ 

The total receipts of Tea from China and Japan at the port of New 
York from Jan. 1 to Feb. 9, 1870, were as follows :— Greens, 1,854,803 lbs. ; 
Japans, 22,813 Ibs.; Souchongs, 990,660 Ibs. ; Oolongs, 1,403,564 lbs. ; 
other sorts 14,000 Ibs.; total, 4,285,840 Ibs. The siock on Jan. 1 was 
9,866,167 lbs. ; which, added to the above total, gives a result of 
14,152,007 Ibs. Subtracting from this total the exports from Jan. 1 to 
Feb. 9, 302 658 Ibs., and the withdrawals for home consumption during 
that period, 3,470,497 Ibs., there remains a total of 10,378,252 Ibs., 
representing the stock on the last-named date. The receipts from 
Jan. 26 to Feb. 9 amounted to 678,409 Ibs. ; the withdrawals for home 
consumption to 2,748,226 lbs. ; and the exports to 131,602 Ibs. 

Corree.—There isa dull tone apparent in the market generally, and 
the only sales of East India have been a few lots Java at the current 

otations, which rule lower, viz:—Java (mats), 19c. to 2le.; do. 
Teesstbatas bags), 124¢. to 214c. ; Manila, 16c.to 17c. ; Singapore, 
18c. to 19¢. ; Native Ceylon, 174c. to 194¢. gold (duty paid). The 
stock of Manila on the Ist Feb. was estimated at 2,627 bags, against 
6,769 bags on Feb. 1, 1869; of Java (Government) at 1,385 bags, 
be pias 2,451 bags; of Java, 18,857 mats, against 27,808 bags; 
Erion 2,000 bags, against 7,000 bags; of Singapore nil, against 

Cuina Martinc.—The market is quiet at the following prices :— 
4-4 white, 30c.; 5-4 white, 35c.; 6-4 white, 40c. ; 4-4 red checked, 
35c. ; 5-4 red checked, 40c.; 6-4 red checked, 45c. There is a stock 
on hand amounting to about 2,00 rolls, while the quantity afloat is 
consicerable. 

Campnor.—China is quoted 18c. gold (in bond). 

Gamoter.—The current quotation is 44¢. to 4}c. gold (duty paidy 
stock, small. * 

Pg wes Orts.—Aniseed is quoted $2.12}; Cassia, $1.25 gold 
ond). 

Hemp.— Manila exhibits less depression than when we last re 
and sales have been effected of 1,000 bales at 144c., and 2,000 bales 
superior at 144c. gold, both sixty days prompt. At the close the price 
cannot be quoted over 144c. at which quotation there are sellers but 
few buyers. The stock of Manila on the 1st Feb. was estimated at 
17,813 bales, against 6,214 bales at the corresponding date of 1869, 
and 19,546 bales in 1868. The imports into the United States during 
the month of February were 4,875 bales, against 15,829 bales during 
February last year, and the quantity afloat on the Ist February was 
37,931 bales, against 18,968 bales at the same date last year. 

NpIGo.—The market for Manila continues very quiet, and the only 
sale reported has been 20 cases at $1.10 to $1.35 currency. 

+ aaa Gixcrr.—China is quoted $10 to $10.50 currency (duty 


Ruvsars.—The quotation for China is $1.50 to $2.50 currency 
(duty paid). 

Ricre.—Kast India is entirely out of demand, and there is no busi- 
ness to report beyond the sale of a few bags Rangoon for export at the 
figures previously ruling, viz., $3 to $3.25 gold. The stock of Bast 
India on the Ist Feb. was 7,506 bags, against 12.816 bags at the cor- 
baer este | date last be and 4,342 bags in 1868. 

j1LK.—These has been a slight accession of activity in the market, 
_ with moderate deliveries and small imports. In China and Canton 
descriptions fine qualities are scarce and command higher prices, good 
and common remaining steady ; for Jupans the inqniry is limited. The 
following are the current quotations :—Tsatlee, Nos. 1 and 2, none; 
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Tsatlee, No. 3, $9.50 to 10; Tsatlee, Nos. 4 and 5, $8.50 to 9; 
Tsatlee, re-reeled, $9.50 to 10.25; Taysaam, Nos, 1 and 2, $8 
to 8.75 ; Taysaam, Nos. 3 and 4, $6.75to 7.25; Taysaam, re-reeled 
none ; Haineen, $9 50 to 10.50; Canton, extra fine, $8.25 to 875; 
Canton, re-reeled, No. 1, $7.50 to 7.75; Canton, re-reeled, No. 
2, $7 to 7.25; Japan, Mybash, nominal; Japan, Sodai, $8.50 to 9; 
Japan Oshio, re-reeled, $10; Japan, Koshu, $8.50 to 9. The imports 
from 3ist January to 19th February were 536 bales. 

Sucar.—The market for West India is fairly active, but for East 
India there is an entire absence of inquiry, and prices are nominal. 
The stock on the Ist Feb. was of Java 810 baskets, ayainst 310 
baskets at the corresponding date last year; of Manila 230,253 bags, 
against 78,808 bags ; of China 614 bags, against 1,000 bags. 

Spices are unsettled and inactive, owing to the proposed change in 
the tariff. We quote Cassia 48c. to 44c.; Ginger, 1l$c.; Mace, $1.25 
Pepper, 26c.; Nutmegs, 95c. to $1; Pimento, 174c. to 184c.; Cloves, 
26c., gold. We note the sale of 10,000 mats Cassia, to arrive, at 28c., 
gold, in bond. 

Sapanwoop:—The current quotation is $30 currency, and the stock 
is estimated at about 300 tons 

Tux.— There has been an increased demand for Straits, resulting in 
sales of 600slabs at 32c. gold, showing am advance of ljec., and of 
2,000 slabs, to arrive per Lorenzo, at 304c. gold. Banca has likewise 
improved, being quoted 334c. to 34c. gold. The stock in New York 
and Boston is. estimated at 6,500 slabs Straits, with 13,000 slabs afloat. 





SAN FRANCISCO MARKET REPORT. 

Correr.—No business is reported in any description of East India. 

Oms.—There is a good demand for China Nut Vil, and extensive 
sales are reported at $1.10 to 1.124. The imports during the month 
of February were 860 boxes. 

Rice.—I mports from Jan. 1stto Feb. 1st ; China, 88,180 mats. There 
is a s'eady trade demand for China, with sales, in lots, of 2,500 mats, 
at 5}c, to 4c, Extra No. is held at 5jc. to 6c. 

Srices—Of Black Pepper, sales are reported of 40 bales, terms with- 
held ; quotations, Cassia, $1.874 ; Cloves, $1.50; Pepper, $1.25. 

Sucar.—We note sales of white China, tosome extent, at llc. to 
1lje. ; the import of China for Febraary was 716 packages. 

Tea.—Imports from Jan. Ist to Feb. lst: China, 1,333 pkgs.; Japan, 
3,481 pkgs. There is no special demand ;. the jobbing requirement 
is quite up to the average. ‘‘ Basket” is held at 55c., though at auc- 
tion 30 bales sold at 5le. We quote Japans at 65c. to 85c, according 
to quality and package. 

SHIPPING. 

Agrrtvats.—Feb. 4, at Boston, from Manila, Archer ; 9, at New York, 
from Shanghai, Atma; 11, from Foochow, Mary Whitridge; 14, from 
Foochow, Queen of the Seas; 16, at San Francisco, from Hong Kong, 
Japan ; at New York, from [lo llo, Competitor; from Yokohama, Mary 
Lee ; at Boston, from Manila, Mariano; 17, at New York, from Can- 
ton, Enrique; at San Francisco, from Batavia, Noord Brabant; 18, at 
New York, from Hong Kong, Willie Rickmers ; from Singapore, Gems- 
bok ; 23, from Shanghai, Everhard; March 2, from Amoy, Craigie Lee. 

Departurges.—Feb. 5, from San Francisco, for Manila, Duniel Mary ; 
for Yokohama, Catalima; for Hong Kong, 8S. G. Reed; from Boston 
for Batavia, Fearless ; 6, from San Franciso, for Manila, Asa Eldridge’ 
11, from New York, for Straits, Zephyr ; from San Franciso, for Manila’ 
Horatio Harris; 12, for Hong Kong, Clothilde; 14, for Yokohama 
Nightingale. 

Loapine.—At San Francisco, for Hong Kong, North Siar; at New 
York, for Batavia, W. A. Farnsworth; for Hong Kong and Shanghai, 
Samuel Russell ; for Shanghai, Game Cock. 
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Shipping Intelligence. 






















ARRIVALS. 
Date. | Ship | Captain. | From | At 
H 
Feb.22}Gauntlet .......+. Sutherland ...| Macao, &c. seseeeees) LOndon 
— 23}Elizabeth Cushing .. — {Manila ... Downs 
Feb. 22) Alfred ........-00+..000. Gronow ........+ |Rangoon.... .... Bremerhaven 
Sounty of Ayr .........JM Nicol .........|Padang .....0......css00 Brouwershavem 
| Cee Tt ee Liverpool 
}|Somerset Hicks ............ [Batavia for Amstdm. Off the Lizard 
16 Jourdain. .|Armandeau Macao. -...|Cailao 





28\ Empress .»- |Cooper 


28/Pak Wan .. |Shiell 













































28|Edward P. Bouverie /Tilly ............|Foochow  .......00.0+ Do, 

— 28|George Shotion ... ..|Builly.... DOy.:.% Do. 

— 28)Rollo ........ ++ Taylor . Deal 

— 28/ Lizzie Iredale .........[Wilding.. Do. 

— 28| Vincenza «| Bassich .. Do 
Jan.17, Louisa Canevaro ....../Dimozo .. allao 

— 13/Ruonymede ...........jHore ..... ee exeeesse, wereeereees, (COQUIMDO 

28 Zeitbendi (7?) .. ollie . ..) Batavia for Amstdm. Of Falmouth 

Meh. 1|/Kvik ... Lorange ..|Landon 

— 2 Taffarett Rocher ... Havre 
Feb.28 Wynand (Jones .../Off the Lizard 
— 27, Noach II. . ...)Hoefman ...... ... Brouwershaven 
— 27 Willem Poelman ...,../Kettler ........ Do. 

— 27 Krusebjorn ............)Pongt . | Do. 
Mch. 1 |Solide.... .. |[Schmidt........ Falmouth 

— 2/Taunte London 
Feb.28/Aimo .... fexel 

— —/Ridderki . . |Brouwershayen 
Mch. 2|Passover . a seeeee eee [London 

— —/|Sumatrea ..... ac [bereecccesees -+| Batavia, for Rottrdm, Deal 

— —|Earydice ..........0-000 Do., for Amsterdam Off Dungeness 
Feb.28|Insulinde . atavia, for Rottrdm, Off Paimouth* 
Mch. 2/Senior. Do, &c.. -. |Texel 

— 2)Sydney ... Pare | x amarang -| Do. 

_ 6 aca Ranken 4.1}... angkok .-+e| Marseilles 


® With loss of iron foreyard. 
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DEPARTURES. 














Bhip. 


Date. | From 


| cantatn | 
























|Lora of the Isles 
Feb.18 California........ 
















— 17/ Auguste........ 
— 19 Koningin Aug 
— 20 Aurora .... 
— 21/Kingdom of Be 
— 20)\Zuid Holland .. ae 
wee itt, gee .... Shanghai ..««| London 
~ 19 Far East (str.) ++«| 3inzap: re, via Suez C.| Port Glasgow 

— 22) Floris Paretiry J Yokonama  .....0 Liverpool 
— 22) Diomed (str.) ..| Penang, Sing , China, 

| &e., via Suez Canal) Do, 
— 22/Golden Hind _- AMOR 50s csvinees «| D 
— 23|Devana ................../Thomson ...... Hong Kong 
— 21|Riegleader .. .../Hamilton ...., DO. 00005. a 
— 21) Ferdinand Brumm .../Vi aa - PSingapere 2.6... ee ceeeee Do. 
— 24 Belle Marguerite...... Dusaussay .. |Cardiff and Galle ...|/London 
— 23. Ellen Lamb . ........ |Braith waite ...|Singapore .....,........ | Liverpool 
— 22| Bothwell Castle ......]§ Do., &e. Glasgow 
— 25 Geraint ..... .|Shanghai London 
— —|Fuihlee ........ -| Do. West Hartlepool 
— 26 Shooting Star Colombo London 
- 27|W G. Russell .|Shanghal Liverpool 
— 28 Eleanor..... Penang ... London 
— 26 Fortana.,.... [Singapore .. ..| Cardiff 
— 28/Singapore ..... vas fetwebas enaas Hebesas oct © OMMORIEIM oo vices soses Liverpool 
Mch. 2|Surbiton (str.) .......-.' ..{Colombe, &c, via 

Suez Canal ...,....,.)}London 

— 4/Willlam Fruing ......jChevalier .,..../Hong Kong ............) Do. 


| 


© After repairing. 
(See Commercial Postscript aid Correspondents’ Letters.) 








LOADING. 

At Lonpon.—For Nagasaki and Chefoo: Zohra'. For Yokohama: 
Lota, Expiegle, Rollo, Pak Wan. For Yokohama and Hiogo: Pegasus. 
For Tientsin and Newchwang, George Shotton. For Shanghai: Hindo- 
stan, Glenavon, Jungfrau, Blackadder, Northampton, City of Han- 
kow: Lizzie Iredale, Taunton, For Hong Kong: Invincible, Sir Harry 
Parkes, Joseph Sprott, Lord Macaulay, Lufra. For Singapore: Winder- 
mere, For Singapore, Hong Kong, Shanghai, Nagasaki and Yokohama 
(via Svez Canal): Nile(str.). For Colombo: A,O.A., Gauntlet, Wynaud. 

At Liveneoot.—For Nagasaki, Hiogo and Yokohama: Oberon. For 
Shanghai: Jumna._ For Manila: Hong Kong, Maria Fidela, For Singa- 
pore: Knight Templar, Malacca. For Batav a, Sourabaya and Samarang: 
Spirit of the Day. For Colombo, &e. (via Suez Canal). Statesman (str_). 

At Giascow.—For Hong Kong: Kildonan, For Manila and Lo Ilo: 
Aureliana, For Singapore: Roslin Castle. For Batavia and Soura- 
baya: County of Lancaster. 





SPOKEN. 
Marte, Hong Kong to Havre, Dec. 16, 27 S., 54 E. 
Tavistock, Shanghai to London, Dec, 6, 22 S., 70 E. 
Crry or Dusuty (?), Ceylon to London, Dec. 8, 22 S., 68 E. 
Curistina MARGARETHA, Batavia to Amsterdam, Dec. 12, 25S., 62 E, 
Crema, Hong Kong to Falmouth, Jan. 8, 25 8., 8 BE. 
Marrua Kay, Liverpool (?), to Japan, 138 days out, Nov. 10,48.,125E 
TaErinG (ship), London to Shanghai, Dec, 28. 33 S., 19 W. 
Asert Victor, China to London, Jan. 3, 33 S., 32 E. 
Besrevarr (Dutch vessel), Java to Amsterdam, Jan. 13, 35 S., 22 E. 
Peter Mann (Dutch vessel), Canton to New York, Jan. 15, 35 S., 17 E. 
Burtisu Crows, Shields to Singapore, 106 daysout, Dec. 3, 7 S., 1U4 E. 
County or Ayr, Padang to Rotterdam, Dec. 16, 13 S., 10 W. 
Buston Vaux, London to Penang, Dec. 18, 30 S., 26 W. 
Wivp Rover, Manila to Boston, Dec. 20, off the Cape of Good Hope. 
Royat Visrror, Cardiff to Galle, Jan. 5, 12 S., 33 W. 
Bevtep Wit, London to Hong Kong, Dec. 31. 28 8., 27 W. 
Eu. en (brig), Batavia to Rotterdam, Jan, 22, 14 N.. 36 W. 
Povar Srar (brig), from Foochow, Jan 21, 4 8., 19 W. 
Betry, Amsterdam to Batavia, Jan. 4, 21 S., 32 W. 
Guance, Plymouth to Ceylon, Dec. 31,27 8.,31 W. 
Diana, Bordeaux to Hong Kong, Nov. 14, at entrance of Gaspar Straits. 
Emma Davin (N, G, barq.), Bangkok to Falmouth, Jan, 21, L N., 23 W. 
Dotcu Suir, Amsterdam to Batavia, Jan. 4, 2 N., 24 W. 
EnGuisu Vessets, No. 2938,or 2908, Ldn, to Shnghi, Feb. 22, 38 N., 19 W. 
Maas Nympu, Cardiff to Galle, Dec. 28, 20 8., 80 W. 
Tuyatira (Eng. -h.), Lndn. to Shnghi., strg. 8.W.,'Feb. 13, 38 N., 21 W. 
Downcax, London (?) to Shanghai, Feb. 22, 88 N., £9 W. 
Apkrrana, Rotterdam to Batavia, Dec. 12. 38 S., 25 E. 
AMSTELSTROOM, Amsterdam to Batavia, Dec. 27, 11 S., 33 W. 
Exven Hunter, Batavia to Rotterdam, Jan, 22, 14 N., 36 W. 
Amaoptrs (Durch schnr.), China to Falmouth, Dec. 29, 34 S., 63 E. 
Oscrana (?) (Dutch), Bangkok to Falmouth, Jan. 6, 46 S., 56 E. 
Rarxpow, Penang to Boston, Jan, 4, 24 8., long. —. 
Panam, Liverpool to Hong Kong, Nov. 16, in Banca Straits. 
J. W. A. Lorenzen, Singapore to Boston, Jan. 12, 12 S., 11 W. 
Jacobs anv CurisTINnA, Batavia to Amsterdam, Jan. 19, 5 S., 17 W. 
Benvenvs, Penang to London, Dec. 33, 35 S., 23 E. 
Datuouste, Bataviato Amsterdam, Feb. —, 47 N., 13 W. 
Prreerror, Ilo Ilo to New. York, Nov. 13, in the Straits of Sunda, 
Rome, Hong Kong to London, Jan. 12, off Ascension, 
Burpwan, London to Hong Kong, Jan. 21, 4 N., 22 W. 
Apuer,(N. G. brig), Canton to Hamburg, Feb, 7,58 N., 31 W. 
Tavistock (brig), Shanghai to London, Jan. 17,6 S., 17 W. 
Brive, Sunderland to Galle, Dec, 24, 36 8., 13 W. 
Cutvaman, London to Shanghai, Dec. 5, 2 N., 26 W. 
QuuEn’s Own, Sunderland to Singapore, Dec. 80,34 8S, 1 E. 
Westwarp Ho, Cardiff to Singapore, Dec. 5, 29 S., 26 W. 
Batavia, Rotterdam to Batavia, Jan. 25,1 N., 22 W. 





FREIGHTS AND CHARTERS. 
There have been a great many arrivals since our last issue, and the 
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berths to the Eastern ports are well filled; rates remain abont the same 
coal freights from the Northern outports are without inyprovement. 

Current rates of freight for vessels on the berth:—Tu Yokohama 
32s. 6d. weight, 35s. meust.; per steamer, via Suez Canal, 120s. weight 
110s. meast. To Shanghai: 40s. weight, 30s, meast.; per steamer, via 
Suez Canal, 903. weight, 805. meast. To Hong Kong: 35s, weight. 804. 
meast.; per steamer, via Suez Canal, 803. weight, 70s, meast. To Bata- 
via: 25s. weight, 30s. meast. To Penang: per steamer, via Suez Canal, 
80s. weight, 708, meast. To Singapore: 30s, weight, 25s. to Six. meast. ; 
per steamer via Suez Canal, 70s. weight, 60a. meast. To Cevlon: 2. 
to 25s. weight, 20s. meast; per steamer, via Suez Canal, 60+. mea t. 
At New York to China; $12 to $10 per ton of 40) cubic feet. 

The current quotations for coal, &c., are as follows: —From Wear or 
Tyne per keel. — For Yokohama: £35, For Shanghai: £41. Fer Hong 
Kong: £20. For Singapore: £26 For Galle: £25. From Newport, 
Cardiff, or Swansea per ton.—For Yokohama: £1 Lis. For Shanghai : 
£2 2s. For Hong Kong: £17s. For Singapore: £143. For Saigon: 
£1 5s. VorGalle: £1 5s. 





CASUALTIES. 

The Engineer, which put into Pentewan, Feb, 21, reported that on 
the 17th, 50 miles S.W. of Scilly, she boarded the County of Ayr, of 
Glasgow, McNicol, from Padang to Ro/terdam, with loss of bulwarks, 
some of the crew sick, and short of provisions, and supplied her with 
bread and potatoes. 

The Crown, Aubin, from Yokohama to London, whic: arrived at S*, 
Helena, Jan. 26, reported having experienced a hurricane on the 14th 
and 15th Dec., 22 S., 71 E., during which she lost sails, water-ca-ks, &e. 

The Clara, Power, from London to Shanghai, was in colli-ion off 
Sonthend, Feb. 24, and parted from ananchor and 35 fathoms of ch»ia ; 
she was in consequence detained there, and arrangement had been 
made to recover the anchor. . : 


Advices from Alexandria, dated Feb. 25, state that the Ojferbern - 


(str.), from London to Colombo, via Suez Canal. had stranded, Feb, 23, 

at the entrance of Aboukir Buy. near Rosetta (mul bottom), and the 

hope Himalaya, accompanied by a tug, had left to assist in getting 
er off. 

The Fuh Lee (str.). Gibbons from West Hartlepool to Shanghai, 
arrived at Gravesend Feb. 28; was in collision with a brig during the 
night of Feb. 24, and lost foretopmast and a part of bulwarks 

The Enriqne, Orcutt, which arrived at New York, Jan 17, from 
Canton, had experienced heavy gales, during which she sprung fure- 
mast and sustained other damage. ‘ 

The Menam, Wilson, from Sunderland to Galle, which 
Capetown, Dec. 19, was discharging. 

There are rumours of the Nell Gwyn, from Java to Holland, being 
lost, as several bales of tobacco with marks of her cargo have been 
picked up and landed at Havre, Dieppe, and Trouville, on the French 
coast. 


put into 





MISCELLANEOUS. 

At Table Bay, Jan. 4, Daphne, Osuldsen, from Frederickstad, and 
sailed 6 for Shanghai; 8, Cataluna (str.), Exzodello, from Macao and 
left 11, for Havana; 16, County of Forfar, Lamont, from Sourabaya ; 
19, Manila (str.), Rochford, from Waterford, for Manila; 6, Wilhelmina 
Emma (str. ), Donaldson, from Glasgow, left for Yokohama. 

At St. Helena, Jan. 13, Ida Elizabeth, Dooren, from Batavia, and 
sailed 14 for Rotterdam; Angela, Onate, from Manila,and sailed 15 
for Plymouth; 14. Hollandia, Niewenbuijs, from Macassar, and sailed 
foriA dam ; Nantib, Prentice, from Amoy, and sailed 15 for New 
York; 15, Elizabeth, Feenstra, from Batavia.and sailed for Amsterdam ; 
Catharina Maria, Van Aurerangen, from Tjilatjap, and sailed 16 for 
Schiedam ; Asphodel, Bayfield, from Colombo, and sailed for Boston ; 
Jeannie, Cromwell, from Foochow, and sailed 16 for Bosion; 16, 
Affghan, Fisher, from Singapore, and sailed for Liverpool ; 17, Indizna, 
Cooper, from Bangkok, and sailed for the Channel; 18, Koning Wiliem 
IL, ling, from Batavia, and sailed 19 for Amsterdam; 2%, Annie 
Fleming, Garrick, from Samarang, and sailed 24 for Ciyde; 26, 
Dordrecht II, Rotgans, from Padang, and sailed for Amsterdam; 
Crown, Aubin, from Yokohama, and sailed 27 for London; Ceylon, 
Davie, from Foochow, and sailed for London; Panuco, Beattie, from 
Foochow, and sailed 28 for London; 28, Wilhelmina and Clara, Van 
Herwerden, from Batavia, and sailed for Amsterdam ; 29, River Eden, 
Valder, from Canton. 

Off St. Helena, Jan. 14, Polar Star, from Foochow, for London; 
Minister Fransen van der Putte, from Batavia, for Rotterdam ; Southern 
Cross, from Colombo, for London ; Stad Dokkum, from Java, City of 
Paris, from Colombo, for London; 26, Messenger, from Manila, for 
Boston. 

At Sr, Vincent, C.V.— Feb. 6, Merrie England, M’Mahon, from 
Cardiff, and sailed 7 for Yokohama. 

At Suvez.—Feb. 11, Chu Kiang (str.), Warden, from London, for 
Singarore, Penang, kc. 

At Marra. —Tszree (str.), from London, for Japan (via Suez Canal), 
ten days from Plymouth. { 

At Port Sam.—March 3, Erl King (str.), Steele, from London, for 
Singapore, China, &c., would partly coal and proceed on 4th. 

The Salvage Association have issued a report relating td thé wreck 
of the Spindrift, in which the following paragraph occurs :—*< There 
is hanging about the broken iron, ribs, and beams, a very large quan- 


tity of calico, velvet, and all sorts of stuff out of the broken cases,spun . 


up like ropes by the action of the sea and tied into innumerable knots, 
so that it 

The Glenduror was towed off the main on the morning of the 
19th ult., making but little water, and was safely docked into the 
Victoria Docks the same day. 

Advices from Vannes received at Nantes Feb. 17, stete that great 
anxiety was felt there concerning the Behrend (Ger: ship), Nagel, which 
sailed from Bordeaux Jan, 28, for Yokohama; a case, the murks and 
contents of which are said to have been perfectly recognised as those 
of one shipped by that vessel, having been found ashore near Vannes. 


Original from 
CORNELL UNIVERSITY 


———— 


sometimes dangerous for the divers to go down amongstit.”’ ‘ 


Marce 7, 1870.| THE LONDON AND CHINA TELEGRAPH. 16h 
SS. 9 eee eee 


‘A.D. 1870. 


GRANT'S TRANS- MONGOLIAN TELEGRAMS 


VIA KI ACHTA. 


‘TELEGRAMS FROM KUROPE. 
TELEGBAMS for CHINA or JAPAN may be despatched from any Telegraph Station in Europe 
on any Tuesday, commencing from the 22nd February, to Tuesday, the 29th November, inclusive. 





Telegrams must be addressed “ Grant, Kracnta.” 
If Express, “‘ Geant, Kracuta, Express.” . 


ee Telegrams may be Despatched on any day. They are forwarded by Special Couriers within Half-an-Hour of 
their delivery at Kiachta. 


CHARCES FROM KIACHTA. 
Twenty words or under .._— --- oe -- Taels 12 
And for every additional ten areas’ or under “62 4 
* Express Telegrams—Tls. 150 plus Tis. 2 for every Ten Words. 
The charges are payable by the receiver to the Agents within THREE Days of EeeNery | other- 
wise 20 per cent. will be added to the above rates. ; 
The Sender is responsible for the payment in case the receiver fails. 


Agents at Shanghai . 2 . Messrs. Haut and Horzrz. 
»  Tientsin . P ‘. » J. Livineston and Co. 
m Yokohama. . . Mr. E. L. B. McManon. 
» Kagan ‘ . Messrs. Marrinskr and Karanrzorr. 


Telegrams for Ports South of Shanghai are forwarded by Messrs. HALL and HOLTZ. 
Heap Orrice—KIACHTA, ORIENTAL SIBERIA. 


C. MITCHELL GRANT, Proprietor. 
WILLIAM HAGEMANN, Secretary. 


LONDON AGENCY, 
* LONDON AND CHINA TELEGRAPH ” OFFICE, 2, COWPER’S court, CORNHILL. 
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REDUCED TO TEN AND A-HALF DAYS. 








I have the pleasure to announce that I have succeeded in reducing the contract time for this 


year by TWELVE HOURS. 
Telegrams from Kiachta to Tientsin, and vice versa, will be delivered in 


TEN DAYS AND A-HALF. 


I have made an engagement to pay a Tuel for every hour a Courier arrives in advance of 


the time, and I think that many Despatches will be transmitted in Ten Days. 


IT take this occasion to thank the Gentlemen who subscribed their names to estalish 
Grant's Trans-Monooutan Triecrapn’ Service. Having now repaid the whole of the Capital 


advanced to me, I have reduced the charges on Telegrams, ta prove that I am not unmindful of 


the confidence they showed me. 


C. MITCHELL GRANT. 
Kracuta, January 10, 1870. . , 
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> ale SETTLEMENTS ASSOCIA- 
TION. 


At a GENERAL MEFTING, held on TUESDAY, 
the 22rd Inet. the following Resolution was passed on 
the subject of THE PROPOSED SUPPLEMENTARY 
TREATY WITH CHINA. 

That the Straits Settlements incinde altogether a 
population of 260.900, of which fully one half are 
Chinese, and the Association are of opinion that the ap- 

intment of a Chinese Consul in the colony under Art: 

0. 2 of the Supplementary Convention to the Treaty 
of Tientsin, is inexpedient, and highly to be deprecated, 
because— 

1. It 1s well known that officlals of the Chinese 
Government act under a avstem which, if it does not 
tolerate, is certainly attended with the practice of ex- 
tortion and the most flagrant abuse of anthority. 

9. The Chinese svstem and usage unfortanately ad- 
mits of such malpractices being carried out, not only 
against the individual. bat upon his family and con- 
nections resident in China, and the threats of a Consu- 
lar officer in thie direction would reldom fail of effoct, 
and make his office n source of anxicty and dread to all 
within the rench of his anthority. 

3. The number of Chinese in the Straits who are 
British subjects {9 large and ateadily on the increase, 
and {weet ho a manifest injnstice to allow of such 
rrdue influence being exerted over them as might be 
exercises. un coe Way deserfhed, 

4. The Chinese inhabitants of the Straits Settlements 
are fully alive to the advantages they enjoy under the 
British Government. and the Association believe that 
.they would depreeate the appointment of a Chinese 
Consul on the grounds that it would materially inter- 
fere with their personal security and social comfort. 

P. F. TIDMAN, Hon. Sec. 

91, St. Swithin's-lane, 23rd February, 1870. 


OMPTOIR D’ESCOMPTE DE 
PARIS. 

Incorporated by National Decrees of 7th and 8th of 
March, 1818, and by Imnerial Decree of 20th July 
1854, and 31st December, 1866. 

Recognised by the International Convention of 80th 
April, 1862. 








CAPITAL, fully paid up, £3,200.000. 


Reserved Fand wee f 20,000,000 ... £800,000 
Heap Orrice.—14, Rue Bergere, Paris. 


Aaenctrs aTt—Lyons, Marseilles, and Nantes (France), 
Alexandria (Ezypt), Calcutta. Bombay, Hong Kong, 
Shanghai, Saigon ‘Cochin China), Bourbon (Re- 
union), and Yokohama (Japan). 

Loxpowx Baxxers.—The Union Bank of London. 
Loxpon Acrycy.—13, Leadenhall-stre t, E.C. 
MANAGER.—G. Pietsch. 
Sun-ManagEr.—Theod. Dromel. 

The London Agency grants Drafts and Letters of 
Credit, and purchases or collects Bills payable at the 
above-named places. 

The Avency will conduct Banking basiness of every 
description with the Continent India, China, &c.,apon 
terms to be ascertained at the Office. 


NION INSURANCE SOCIETY OF 
CANTON. 
Drrectore mn Hone Kone. 

W. NISSEN, Eeq.. 

J. P. DUNCANSON, Eszq., 

P. RYRIE, Esq., 

W. KESWICK. Esq, 

A. ALD SASSOON, Esq., 

E. A. HITCHCOCK, Esgq., 

W. LEMANN. Eaq., 

W. H. FOSTER, Jun., Esq. 





Aornts ror LONDON. 
Messrs. DENT, PALMER, and Co. 

Marine Risks are accepted by the above Societyon 
goods by first class vessels from the United Kingdom 
to India, China. Japan. Melbourne, and Sydney, at the 
eurrent rates of preminm. 

Claims for Losses and Averages are payable in Lon- 
@on, or at the Port of ‘lestination, as may be desired. 

Ovricra:— . 
Nos. 9 and 11, KING'S ARMS YARD, 
MOORGATE STREET, E.C. 





Hose KONG AND SHANGHAI 
BANKING CORPORATION. 
Capital, 5,000,000 dols Paid up, 3,000,00 dols. 


Court oF Digecrors AND HEAD OFFICE 1X Honea 
Koxa. 
Lonpox Marscer—W. H. Vacher, 32, Nicholas-lane 
BaNnKErs.—London and County Bank. 


BRANCHES AND AGENCIES: : 





Hong Kong Hankow Singapor 
Shanghai Japan (Yokohama) Bomtay 
Foochow Manila Calcutta 
Ningpo 


The Bank grants DRAFTS apon and negotiates or 

ollects BILLS at any of its Agencies or Branches; also 

receives DEPOSIT § for fixed periods, atrates varying 
with the period of deposit. 





Lieb'g Comp.ry's Extract of Meat. 


MS&TERDAM EXHIBITION, 1869, 
FIRST PRIZE. being above the Gold Medal. 
Supplied to the Britixh, French, Prussian, Russian, 
Italian. Dutch and other Governments. One pint of 
fine fiuvoured Beef-tea at 23d. Most convenient and 
economic *: stock.” 
CAUTION’. Onty sort warranted genuine by the In- 
ane Baron Liebig, whose signature is on every ge- 
nuine Jar. 


Ask for LIEBIG COMPANY'S EXTRACT, and yor 
for Liebig's Extract of Meat. 
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FRORERT COCKSand Co.’s MUSICAL 


BOX. A Caprioe for the Pianofortc. Composed 
by I. LIEBICH, and performed by him at the Queen's 
Concert Kooma, Hanover-equare, and twice encored. 36 


MEDICINE JACK (Comic Song, Illustrated.) 
Music and words by A.S8.GATTY. “ Replete with 
genuine fun and humour.”"—Sun. Free by post, 19 
stamps 

THE SMILES OF THOSE WE LOVE. Song. By 
W.F. Taylor. ‘One of the most elegant songs of the 
day.” “The air is simplicity itself, and will be caught 
up at once, and the pretty and harmless character of 
the words renders it peculiarly appropriate as a song 
for the home circle."—Vide Orchestra. 3s. 

THE MOST REFINED and AMUSING COMIC 
SONGS of the DAY. Composed by Mr. A. 8S. GATTY. 
I Really am so Sleepy | I'll Not Try it Again. 

Put it Down to Me Medicine Jack. 

Bobbie! Bobbie! B.R.A.G. 

Not s Bad for Me. A Lady's Song. 

reer songs may be sung in any drawing-room. 3s. 
each. 
eae REALLY AM SO SLEEPY.” By Alfred Scott 

atty. 

“Mr. Alfred Scott Gatty is getting quite a reputa- 
tion for his comic songs, and deservedly so. They 
poreess far more real humour than the popular songs 
of the music halls, and we need hardly say are far 
above them in every respect. Mr. Gatty's words are 
funny without being vulgar, and there is not one of his 
songs but what has a hearty and legitimate laugh in 
it ‘I Really am so Sleepy 'is a very simple melody, 
set to clever racy words, and will be sure to be a fa- 
vourite amongst those who enjoy an honest comic bal- 
ad "'—Vide Midland Illustrated News. Jan. 8. 


London, Cocks and Co., New Burlington~atreet. 


PRICE'S 


NPA PANTS Ax 


INTERNAL STYPTIC of great value. 
In Cholera, Diarrhwa, and Dysentery this 
medicine far surpasses any other, having a 
peculiar mechanical power of putting a 
sudden stop to wasting diseases. Chronic 

. Cough and blood- spitting are immedistely 
relieved by it, as well as pain and debility of every 
kind. Prepared by Mr. PRICE, Analytical Chemist. 2, 
Lower Seymour-stree , and 30, Duke-street, Portman- 
square, London; and sold by Chemists all over the 
world, in bottles at 1s. 12d., 2s. 9d., 48. 6d., 11s., and 
22s, or in dispensing bottles at 5a., 10s., and 20a. cach 


KEATING’S COUGH LOZENGES. 
IS UNIVERSAL REMEDY now 


stands the first In public favour and confidence; 
this result has been acquired by the test of fifty years’ 
experience. These lozenges may be found on sale in 
every British colony: and throuzhout India and China 
they have been highly esteemed wherever introduced 
For COUGHS, ASTHMA, and all AFFECTIONS of 
the THROAT and CHEST, they are the most ayree- 
able and efficacious remedy; they do not contain opium 
or any other deleterious drng and may therefore he 
taten with perfect safety by the most delicate consti- 
tution. 

Sold in boxes, tins. and bottles of various sizes. 


KEATING’S 


CHILDREN’S WORM TABLETS. 
The great remedy for these disorders In Adults and 
Children can now be administered in the form of A 
PURELY VEGETABLE SWEETMEAT, at once 
agreeable and effective : 
TESTIMONIAL. 
‘Batley, Jan 26, 1869. 

* 81r.—One of my children, aged two years and four 
months, bein troubled with worms, I was induced toe 
try your Bon Bons I purchased some from Mr. B. 
Whitaker, chemist, of Batley, and after taking two 
only. she voided nine large worms. Two days after 
another dose, she again voided three more; three of 
then, the worst, measuring from 8 in. to 9 in, each in 
length I consider them a_ most invaluable remedy, 
and should be tried by all suffering from worms. 

(Signed) “JOHN STENSON. 
‘* Witness, B. WHITAKER. 
“To Mr. Keating, London" 
Bold in tins and bottles of various sizes. 


KEATING’S INSECT DESTROYING POWDER. 


This Powder is QUITE 
HARMLESS TO ANIMAL 
LIPS, but is unrivalled in de- 
stroying Fleas, Bugs. Cock- 
roaches, Beetles. Musquitos, and 
every other species of insect. 

Sold in packets, tins, and bot- 
tles of various sizes. 

47 Thepublicare particularly 
requested to observe that all the A 
above preparations bear the vee 
Trade Mark 28 herein shown, TRADE MARK. 

Sold in Hong Kong and Shanghai by Watson and 
Co; Singapore, Little and Co and Woodford and 
Schreeder; Ceylon, Piters and Co. and Mailland and. 
Co.; Penang, Gazette oftice. 


OLLOWAY’S P!LLSand OINTMENT. 


—DETERMINATION OF BLOOD TO THE BRAD, 
flaushings. palpitations, and shortness of breath are 
cured by these grand regulators of the heart's impulse. 
Under Holloway's grand specifics the current of blood 
throughout the body becomes steady and unchanged by 
the passing thought—hence the suffusion of the head 
and cheeks is avoided, and nervous embarrassment pre- 
vented. They In like manner remove excessive sensi- 
tiveness, so often the opponent to the ease and grace 
inherent In the healthy and strongly nerved frame, and 
eradidate the doubts of the nervous, In intellects de- 
clining from intense study. free living, or over anxiety, 
7 sae remedy is re loathcherea tlie e tion 

ey give muscular en to and ease to 
the : ergy pera'ysed 



















SLER’S CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDE. 
LIERS. 

WALI. LIGHTS and LUSTRES for Gas aad Candles 
CHANDELIERS in Bronze and Ormolu 
MODERATOR LAMPS and LAMFS for INDIA, 
TABLE GLASS of all kinds. 
ORNAMENTAL GLASS, Englis! si:d Foreign 
Mess, Export, and Furu::hing O:uers promptly 
executed. 

Allarticles marked in plat. figure 
OXFORD STREFY, W. 
Mancvracrory aNp SHow Rooms.—Broad Street, 
Birmingham. 
Establisned 1807. 


E-ENGAGEMENT WANTED, as 
BOOKKEEPEK AND ENGLISH CORRE- 
SPONDENT, by a GENTLEMAN having six years’ 
experience in China and Japan. Satisfactory testimo- 
nials as to integrity and ability. 
Address, YaNe1zg, 13, Buckingham-street. Strand. 


NOTICE 


A[OBRSs DIRECTORY for CHINA, 
i JAPAN, and the PHILIPPINES, &c., to be pab- 
lishedon the Ist Jan., 1870, contains a Revised List of the 
Foreign Residents at all tie open Ports of the China 
Sea, including Saigon, which has never yet been in- 
cluded in any similar work; together with the Time 
Tables of the different Steamship Companies, Rates of 
Postage, Local Ordinances, and such other matter as 
will be useful to all interested in the China trade. No 
trouble or expense has been spared to make this the 
most accurate publication of the kind ever offered to 
the public. 

Price. complete in one volume. 14s. 

Orders received by the Publisher «f the ' Londen ard 
China Telegraph,” 2, Cowper's-court, Cornhill, E.C. 


‘“ THE CHINA MAIL,” 
No. 2, WYNDHAM-STREET, HONG KONG. 

OTICK—THE BUSINESS heretofore 

carried on under the stvie of ‘ Shortrede and 

Co," was this day purchased by the undersigned, in 

whose name and by whom tt will henceforth be com- 

ducted. and to whom all outatanding accounts owing to 
the said business are to be paid. 

Hong Kong, Aug. 15, 187. CHAS. A. SAINT 











Notice TO ADVERTISERS. 

Tne Dairy Cuixna MarL.—six pages; published 
every evening (excep: Sunday). Subscription, 24 dols. 
perannom. Circulates in Hong Kong and along the 
China and Japan coasts. Terms of advertising: —Ten 
lines and under, 1 dol.; each additional line, 10 cents; 
one-half of these charges for repetitions. In Chinese, 
2 cents per character for any number of days during 
the current week. 

THe Overtaxp Crrna Mart.—Compiled from the 
Daily China Mail, ia published twice a month on the 
morning of the English mail’s departure, and is a record 
of each fortnight’s current history of events in China 
and Japan, contributed tn original reports and collated 
from the journals published at the various ports inthose 
countrics. It contains, besides, a Shipping List for 
Shanghai Hong Kong, Canton, and Macao, and acom 
plete Commercial Summary. 

Subscription, 12 dols per annum, payable to any of 
the undermentioned agents Postaze added. Terms 
of advertising: —Same an in Daily China Mat. 

Agents.—London: F. Algar, 11. Clement’s-lane, 
Lombard-street, E.C San Francisco: White and 
Bauer, 518, Clay-street, San Francisco. Swatow: 
Drown and Co. Amoy: Giles and Co, Foochow : 
Thompron and Co. Shanghai: H. Fogg and Co. Ma- 
nila: Karuth, Heinzen, and Co. Australia: Gordon 
and Gotch, Melbourneand Sydney. Singapore: Locke. 
Hongghee, and Co. Batavia: H. Van Dorp. 


COWASJEE DINSHAW. 
Close to the Landing Place, Depot of 
EUROPEAN CHINA AND INDIAN WORK. 


WINE, BEER, CHAMPAGNE, ana 
SPIRITS of the bes: quality. Bombay-mace Soda 
Water and Lemonade Perfumery, Confectionery, Ofl- 
man’s Stores, and Stationerv <f every description. Sola 
Topees and Canvas Shoes. £c.. &c.. &c. 
STEAMER POINT, ADEN. 
Drawing and Reading-room free to Passengers. 

Tue London and China Express ON SALE. 


KRAMER begs to inform the public 

e that he has established himself at this place 

as NURSERYMAN and SEEDSMAN, and is fully 

prepared to execute any orde.« for Japanese plants, 
bulbs, or seeds for any part of the world. 

An experience of four years in this business in foreign 
parts two of which has been gained in this country, 
may ensure the confidence of customers. 

Orders must be accompanied by remittances or re 
ferences, and letters must be addressed to 


C. KRAMFR, 
___No, 63, BLUFF, YOKOHAMA. — 


THE SAIGON ADVERTISER & SHIPPING 
GAZETTE. . 

SUMMARY of Commercialand Ship- 

ping Reports from SAIGON, and a Record of 


Progress in COCHIN CHINA. 
Subscription, £5 per annum, exclusive of postage. 
London Agency: THe Loxponx AnD CHINA TErES 
GRAPH Office, 2, Cowper’s-court Cornhill, London, E.c 








‘NHE STRAITS TIMES.—Daily, weekly 

and fortnightly editions ; published in Singapore* 
for circulation throughout the StRarts SETTLEMENTS 
Java, Bornzo, Sram, Fresco Coonin CHIna, Cuma, 
and JAPAN. 

This paper, which is the oldest in Singapore, and the 
most widely circa ated throughout the Far East, offers 
an excellent medium for the advertisements of ship- 
builders, machinista, manufacturers, patentees, Xc., in 
the United Kingdom. 

. Advertisements to be forwarded through an Agent in 
Singapore, or Gzorce Staeert, 30, Cornbill, London. 
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PARFU MERRIE. 


GELLE FRERES, 


35, RUE D’ARGOUT, 35, 


(ANCIENNE RUE DES 


VIEUX AUGUSTINS) 


PARIS. 


TH house of GELLE FRERES, cele- 


brated for the ee 3 
dresses itself to the fas! 


*'COMMISSION. 


jority of its Perfumery, ad- 
ionable world as much for its 


EXPORTATION. 


essentially hygienic, refreshing, and tonic preparations 


as for its del! 


cate and distingué perfumes. 





ARTICLES SPECIALLY RECOMMENDED. 
REGENERATEUR GELL# FRERES, a superior po- red D'ALBION for the toflet, 


made, 
CUCUMBER SOAP for the skin. 
CARBOQUINA ROSE, superior tooth-powder. 
EAU DES COLONIES, extra fine for the toilet. 
CONCENTRATED ESSENCE for the handkerchief. 
SPECIAL PERFUMERY from Parma violets. 


COLD CREAM. to soften and refresh the skin. 
ESSENCE BOU 
EAU DE TOILET - Bouquet de l'Impératrice. 
LETTICE JUICE SOAP, 

NIGRITINE VEGETALE dye for the hair and beard, 


UET, Getté Ferses. 


instantaneous and inoffensive. 


UNIVERSAL EXHIBITION, 1867. 


INTERNATIONAL JURY, CLASS 25, PERFUMERY. 


THE SILVER MEDAL, the highest recompense awarded jor Perfumery, was obtained by the 
house of Gut.& Freres for the superiority and excellence of its productions, 








Paravics a ons 


LA GRANDE MARQUE COGNAC 


Lonpon Orrices (for the trade only)—22 and 23, Great Tower-street. 


Mr. V. JOUANNET, Managing Director, 
; Cognac. 


Mr. E. VIGNIER, Manager for the U.K., 
London, 


The largest holders of Vintage 1865, and old Brandies of the first growths ; which can be 
sbtained from all Wine and Spirit Merchants, or can be procured by them, as large consignments 
have been lately shipped to all the principal ports of China, Japan, Java, Singapore, and Ceylon. 


Blue Label, 6 years; Yellow Label, 11 years; Red Label, 14 years; White Label, from 


18 to 40 years. 


Samples forwarded free, by Overland Route, to Merchants giving satisfactory references in 


London. 





PORT OF AMOY. 


HTIPOWNERS, AGENTS, and COM- 
MANDERS are informed that the Dock Com- 
pany's establishments at the above port afford every 
facility, at moderate charges, for REPAIRING an? 
SPARRING VESSELS, cleaning and painting iror 
ships and steamers. 


Their large Granite Dock has 286 feet length on the 
blocks and at average spring tides can receive vesse's 
of 16to17feetdranght It has acaisson-gate and a 
powerful centrifugal steam pump, and an engineer's 
workshop fitted with inthes and tools, driven by steam ; 
iron and brass foundries, boiler-makers’ shop, a large 
wemithy and carpenters and boat-builders’ sheds. 
superintended by resident Europeans. 


Their two smaller GRANITE DOCKS can receive, 
at spring tides, vessels drawing 12 feet. 

Spars, timber, and other Dockyard material kept in 
stock. 


Quarters for officers and a DRY GODOWN for 
stores of vessels under repair. 





SINGAPORE DOCKS. 


HE PATENT SLIP AND DOCK 

COMPANY execute SHIPS’ REPAIRS of all 

descriptions in the most efficient manner, under the 
supervision of European Engineers and Shipwrights. 


The DRY DOCK (opened in March, 1859) admits tw® 
vessels at the same time, being over 400 feet in length, 
with a denth of water ranging to 154 feet. A second 
DRY DOCK of larger dimensions will shortly be com- 
pleted, and available for the heaviest Steamers. 


Adjoining the above there is extensive WHARF 
WAREHOUSE, and other accommodation, including 
every convenience for coaling Steamers, discharging 
eargo, and storing goods, tugether with ample MA- 
GHINERY and appliances for repairing iron steam- 
ers, &c. 

an’ at the offices of Messrs. PaTrrsox, Srow 
and Co., Singapore; or 21, St. Swithin’s-lane, Cannon. 
street, London, EC. 


WM. CLOUGHTON, Managing Director. 
New Harbour, Singapore, June, 1868. 


Digitized by Goc gle 


FOOCHOW DOCK. 


RIVER MIN. 


— 


Ts above granite floored DOCK, of the 
following dimensions, viz., Length, 300 feet, 
breadth at bottom, 40. is capable of receiving vessels 
orig = hed hy nog bcd state of the tides will 
low. ¢ Dock rans dry to the blocks, und is 
out by steam. sa 
The above premises 
containing a 
Wurtwortna’s 12-1ca Screw Currixe Gap Latue, 
DRILLING anp ScREwinc Macunyss, 
A Lance Smituy, &c., &c., &e. 
Large Godowns are on the premises for STOWAGE 
OF CARGO, &c. &c. A large stock of Woods, 
&c., &c., always on hand. . “— 


The Dock steam tug Woosung is available at all times 
to tow vesse.s to or from sea. 


JOHN C. SKEY, Superintendent. 


comprise a large Machine Shop 





=a ()VERLAND ROUTE VIA 

MARSEILLES. — SERVICES 
MARITIMES DES MESSAGERIES 
PRENCH MAL. STEAM PACKETS LEAVE MAR 
2NC LSE TS LEA - 
SEILLES AS FOLLOWS:— ih 


Alexandria, Aden, Mauritius, Sey- 
be erat chelles. Reunion, Point de Gaile 
19 March For) (Ceylon), Pondicherry, Madras, 
16 April Calcutta, 8 Batavia, 
14 May Saigon, Hong Kong; Shanghai, 


and Japan. 


9th, 19th, and 29th of every month for Alexandria. 


For Passage, Freight, and information, apply to B. W. 
and H. Horse, 4, Moorgate-street, London; G. H. 
are ae ag’ pa dan at the offices of the Ser- 
ces Maritimes des Me: ies Im in Pari 
oro Bordeaux. and Marseilles; wot Seminal Co, 
jam. 


«", Passengers eastward of Suez securingtheirberths 
in London are entitled to the conveyance of theirlug- 
gage free to Marseilles 


FOYAL MAIL 

W ROUTE, oa PANAMA, 
for NORTH and SOUTH PACI- 
ane FIC, Central America, he 9 8 

- China—The ROY AL 4 
Ser STEAM PACKET COM- 
PANY’'S ATLANTIC STEAMERS now run through 
from Southampton to Colon (Aspinwall), by which 
arrangement passengers for the above localities will be 
conveyed to the Isthmus of Panama in the vesselin 
which they embark at Southampton. 

Passengers and goods arebooked 
For the South Pacific, Cen- 

tral America, West Coast ) 

of Mexico, Californi 

British Columbia ... ...) of each month. 

Japan and China... 17ta of each month. 
For further particularsapplyto 
J.M. LLOYD, Secretary. 
Royal MailSteam Packet Company,655, 
Moorgate-street London. E C 





tas 3 


By steame from South- 
ampton on 2nd and 17th 





NOTICE. 


THE interest and responsibility of Mr. 
WILLIAM PROBST in our firm ceased on the 
Bist of December, !868, and Mr. OTTO CHRISTIAN 
BEAN and Mr. JOHANNES F. CORDES are admit- 
ted Partners therein from this date. 
Mr, F. LANCKEN and Mr. C, W. SIEGPRIED have 
been authorised to sign our Firm per procu ation. 
WM. PUSTAU and CO. 
China, Ist January, 1870. 


CAUTION. 
HE GROSS FRAUDS which continue 


to be practised by obscure manufacturers, more 

particularly in Germ by imitating the labels at- 
tached to JOHN GOSNELL and Co.'s PERPUMERY, 
render it imperative upon the Proprietors to Caution 
the public against such nefarious proceedings, and to 
request their friends and patrons to purchase only of 
respectable dealers, who import direct from JOHN 
GOSNELL and Go.,, and invite special attention to the 
address, ANGEL-PASSAGE, 93, UPPER THAMES- 
STREET, late of 12, Three King-court, Lombard-street, 
London, E.C 

JOHN GOSNELL and Co.'s SELECT PERFUMES 
—Ess Bouquet Royal Yacht Club Bouquet, Jockey 
Club Perfume, Essence of Wood Violet, Victoria Bou- 
quet, Garibaldi Bouquet, Frangipanni, Military Bou- 
quet, The Bride's Bouquet, Tea Rose, Russian Leather 
Perfume 

JOHN GOSNELL and Co.'s Toilet Vinegar. Inex- 
haustible Salts, Aromatic Vinegar, Aromatic Eau de 
Cologne. 

JOHN GOSNFLL and Co."s Prince of Wales Perfume 

JOHN GOSNELL and Co.'s Princess Alexandra 
Perfume. 

JOHN GOSNELL and Co.'s La Noblesse Perfume. 

JOHN GOSNELL and Co's La Noblesse Pomade. 

JOHN GOSNELL and Co.’s La Noblesse Soap. 

JOHN GOSNELL and Co.’s Real Old Brown Wind- 
sor Soap. 

JOHN GOSNELBE and Co.'s Golden Oi!—Moelline— 
Macassar Oil, Bear's Grease, &c., for the Hair. 

JOHN GOSNELL and Co.'s Extra Highly Scented 
Toilet and Nursery Powder 

JOHN GOSNELL and Co.'s Stereodesmic or Dentist 
Tooth Brushes and ‘Trichosaron Hair Brushes, war- 
ranted to purchasers 

JOHN GOSNELL 





and Co.'s Instantaneous Hair 


ye. 

JOHN GOSNELL and Co.'s Cherry Tooth Paste is 
greatly superior te any tooth powder, gives the teeth a 
pearl-like whiteness, protects the enamel from decay, 
and imparts a pleasing fragrance to the breath. 

Orders executed on receipt of 10 per cent. of the 
amount in cash, the balance being drawn for through a 
Banker. 


THE LONDON & CHINA TELEGRAPH. 


YHE TWELFTH Volume of this 


JOURNAL commenced on the 10th of January, 

1870. The Subseription for three nambers per month 

is 30s. per annum, including Postaye, and to the Ex- 

port Supplement 12s. extra, Terms for arvertising, 

28. 6d. per five lines, and 6d. for each additional line. 
Subscriptions and Advertisements received abroad 

by the following Agents :-- 

Paris seas GW. Yarr,4, Place Wagram, 
Boulevard Pereire. 

AcENTs FoR Broxpist 
STREAMERS. 

Hamburg ........,....... Mr. OncKen, 

Holland (Rotterdam) Cotortat AGENcy, Delftsche- 
and Amsterdam)... vaart, 6.323, Rotterdam. 

New York bia Foce & Co.,32, Burling 

Slip. 

San Francisco......... Wuite & Baver, 413, Wash- 
ington- street. 

Davi Rosertsox & Co., The 
Square. 

Cowassee Drxsnaw. 

J. Gissox, Thomson, & Co. 

Frepk. Pirers. 

J. MartLanp & Co. 


Brindisi ....06...c0sceveee 


Alexandrie ....... 


oe 


dons Littre & Co., Singapore 
Saypitanps, Buttery, & Co. 
Riserno & Co. 

Howter. Hovaenton & Co, 
Dr Groot, Koxrr, & Co. 


G. Scnvrt, Anjer Hotel. 
Micuety, Barxarp, & Co, 





nm, 
Macaoand Swatow Morris & Co., Hong Kong. 
Brown & Co. 
Hence & Co. 
H. Foca & Co. 
James HenpeRsox 
PigNatet & Co, 
E. C, Krrsy & Co. 
E. C. Kiesr & Co. 


OFFICE 2, COWPER'’S-COURT, CORNHILL, E C. 
(Over the JerusaLem.) 





Original from 
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TANJONG PAGAR DOCK COMPANY 


(LIMITED). 





VICTORIA DOCK, SINGAPORE. 





This Company’s Granite DRY DOCK, 450 feet in length, 65 feet width of entrance, and 20 
feet depth of water on the sill, was OPENED on the 17th October, 1568. In the high tides of 
the North-East Monsoon there is a foot to eighteen inches more water. 

In connection with the Dock i is a complete range of workshops, fitted with steam machinery, 
driving all descriptions of engineers’ tools required in the construction and repair of vessels and 
machinery, and a foundry for iron and brass castings. 


The Company’s extensive Wharves and Godowns for receiving and storing cargo immediately 


udjoin the Dock. 


Having an efficient European staff in each department, the Company is in a “position to 
guarantee the best workmanship, executed with every. possible despatch, as well as low rates of 


charges. 


These advantages, and the great féoilities wiih the proximity of the Dock to the em offers 
for the transport of materials, &., enable this- Company to adopt a very low scale of charges for 


ships’ work of all classes. 





LONDON AGENTS. 


Messrs. MACTAGGART, TIDMAN, and CO., 34, Great St. Helens. 











\VERLAND ROUTE.— 
~ The PENINSULAR AND 
ORIENTAL STEAM NAVIGATION 
COMPANY book Passenrera and re- 
a 


* steamera for— 


From Southamp- From Marseilles. 


ton. 


GIBRALTAR .,. Every. Saturday, 
at2 Pm. - 
MALTA. 0000.2... oy * — 
ALEXANDRIA. af ab Every Sunday, 
at 7 a.m. 
ADEN ...... " , ” is ‘ 
SROMBA ms 





” ” 


GALLBE..... 













MADRAS .......) Saturday, March (Sunday. March | 
CALCUTTA ... 6.2 eM. I3n.7aM 
PENANG ... .00-08 And every alter-) And every alter- | 
SINGAPORE nae Safurday| nate Sanday 
or A ver ; thereafter. thereafter, 
Sparks March (Sunday, March 
19 2em. 27,7 am. 
Bam eran And fourth ---4 “4 
4 there-| Sunday there- 
, And all ports touched’ at he the British India Steam 
. Navigation Company'aste umers. 
tio aod following “one rates will be charged to 
mbay — 
» From Southampton... Bre ot clam; £45 second class. 
— ey ast 43 
exclusive of -ransit re Fg A correapondin 
ne will be made in the rates from em to 
are. 

Por further particulars apply att loons ‘s OF- 
fices, 122, Leadenhall-street, London Oriental. place 
Southantpten. 

SS 
AN PAN, VIA 
L. 


00) j 
HE WEST Th_JTA AND 
.fSHTP COM- 


» PACIFIC STR 
A f throngh bills of 


Yokohama Naca- 
|. via San Francisco, by 
ip Company's new line ofmail 


‘excellent accommodation, and 
le than by any other route 
ok ati to the Agents, J. M. Corer, 
Eaq.. ath Gel Real eo na, Havre.or 7, Rue Scribe, Paris; 
or at the Company's Gtters, 17, Leadenhall-street, 
London, and The Temple, D: Liverpool, 
ARTHUR, B. FORWOOD, Meveding Director. 
ooo eT 





gaki, Hong Kong, 
the Pacife Malt 
ateamers from bt 


Pano as tet: 


of Merchants and 


Cebu, ander the firm of PICKFORD and Co. and at 
Mania the style of MACLEON. PICKFORD, 
and Co., which houses are. BOW eatabilshed. 


N. MACLEOD. 


‘Manila, Oct., 1969 ©. B, B PICKPORD. 


Di ize by Google 


- ceire Cargo and Parcels by their 








; MAIL ROUTE FOR CALIFORNIA, “JAPAN 
AND CHINA, VIA PANAMA, 


‘THE PACIFIC MAIL 





STEAM SHIP COMPANY 
deapatch their splendid side-wheel 
steamers from NEW YORK on the 


Sth and 2let, and from PANAMA 
“on the 18th and 29th of every month 

| for SAN FRANCISCO (valling at ACAPULCO and 
MANZANILLA en route). thence to YOKOHAMA, 





| HIAGO, NAGASAKI. SHANGHAT, and HONG 
| KONG, on the Ist of every month. Passengers from 
England may connéct with this line at New York by 


any of the various lines of steamers from Liverpool, 
Glasgow, Southampton, or Havre. 


Passengers by this line are less than ten daysin the 


tropics. 

SANDWICH ISLANDS and BRITISH COLUM- 
BIA —The ateaners of the North Pacific Transporta- 
tion Company leave San Francisco at regular intervals 
for those countries, 

H. Stane and Co., Agents, 22, Moorgate-street, 
London. 

{j* ION PACIFIC RAILWAY.— 
THROUGH LINE from NEW YORK to SAN 
FRANCISCO. 
San Rennelece. in 18 days from England. 
JADAN  soee---s- in BS a " 
China .........in 4 

Passengers for Oallifornt aand juttmediate points on 
this road may now be hoeked through from Encland at 
the established ratex of fare; and from San Francisco 
ta Japan China, &c.. by the magnificent steamers of 

the Pacific Mail Company, 
For Rates, Tickets, &c., apply to H. Stamr and Co., 
| 
| 


Agents, 22, Moorgate-street, London. 





SINGAPORE, CHINA, AND JAPAN. 


QOBERTSON and CO. will 
despsich the following first-class 


| Re VESSELS: — 






; Last 
Destination. Ships. Class. | Dock. |Shipping 











Singapore 
Hong Kong, 
Shanchal, 





) Nile, s2.. 


via $.Cani. A113 yr./E.LD. |March 18 


Nagasoki, & 
Yokohama 
Shanghal ....|Northamptn |Al 16 yr |E. LD. |Mareb 19 

Hong Kong, Tarra (new). Al 13 yr.) W.1 DY With des. 
Chefoo ..,....|Chingtoo (n.) Al 13 yr./W.1.D | With des. 
Tientsin and 


Newchwang/Geo. Shotton! 
hie & 


Al 14 yr.) W.1.D,| With des 
Pegasus...... la 18 yr.) W.1.D | With des. 


For Freight and Passage 
court, Cornhill, London; or Yo 
street, Manchester. 


at 5, Newman's- 
bambers, 55, King- 





CORNELL UNIVERSITY 


E. M. SMITH, Manager. 


NHINA and JAPAN,~— 
/ The following splendid first- 
class SHIPS will be despatched aa 





DN, 




















‘ under :— 
] Last 
Port. Ship. Class Dock | Shipping 
| Day 
Shanghai .../Jung Frau AL 16 yr /E.LD. |March 10 
Do. ........ |C of Hankow] AL 17 yr E ID. March 26 
Do, ... .....]Araby Mard/AAl ED. | To follow 
Do. +-|Omba ...... AL 16 vr. le LD |To fodow 
Hong Kong |Ld Macaulay] Al 13 yr/E.1.D. | With des. 
Yokohama. 
Kanagawa |'ota ....... AL 13 vr E .D. | With des, 
Do. | Roti Om FS OT yejW.t D.| With des. 


For Freight or Passage apply to Kiciick, Marts 
and Co., Co., 10, George-yard Lombard-street, EC 


— AND Ley 


as under :— 
























Tast 
Port. Ship. | Class. | Dock. | Shipoing 
Day. 
Yokohama 
(Crane © wnee0 Al 14 yr [ETD | With dea, 
WG. cecceace i Wan .../Al 14 yr./ BID. | With des 
Nagasaki | 
Chefoo . 2 i ER Al9 yr. [EID [With des 


For Preiahit« or an aad apply to Norris and Joryen, 
60, Cornhill, 
, 7“ sail on the 96th March 
teed clipper. TAUNTON, A 1 16 
years, 688 tons register; JAME4 LIOGG, 
Commander: Eart India Docks 
Co., 2, Rayal F: Exchange Buildin Ruildings, Lond. m. BO. 
Towell «m the lth March. SS 
. OR SHANGHAL, the splendid 
dh. AAL 820 tons register ; JAMES HENDER- 
SON, Commander ; East India Docks. "Tihty 
ship has just completed her first voyage from Fvo-Cheo- 
For Praia apply to Snaw, vec and Ce, 
2, Royal Exchange-building-, London. F.C. 
F Line of Packet Ship 
Ship ALBERT VI TOR. Al 15 
(built pepo a and 
eenoek),  — vi 
= Commander ; East India : 
or Passage, caieh an Guam, ata peat ana 
Co. 2 hapal Bachoneete tines Louion RT 
Milford lanatoen' and pubtixhed by Jawee 
Was, at the Office of the “ Lownow ano Cua 
Tetecrarn,” . Corahtt! in whe 
‘a, fa the 


Fok SHANGHAL, the he splendiil 
For Freight or Passage, \y to Suaw, Maxtox and 
new Aberdeen clipper GLEN \VON, 
Foo in 100 days. 
Regular 
pok HONG KONG, the snlendia 
Printed (or the Apnea K 
, Cowper’ 
f $t.™ 1 =- 
py Tian ity of Lonson, 


Original from 
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THE NEW CHINA CONVENTION. 


DEPUTATION TO LORD CLARENDON. 

On Monday, the 28th ult., a deputation of members of iParlia- 
ment, merchants, and others interested in the China tradd (about 
ninety in number), waited on Lord Clarendon at the Foreign-office 
to state their objections to Sir R. Alcock’s new Convention. A 
list of those present will be found below. With Lord Clarendon 
were Mr. Otway, M.P., Mr. Hammond, Sir L. Mallet, and Mr. 
Shaw-Lefevre, M.P., Under-Secretaries to the Foreign-office and 
the Board of Trade. The deputation was introduced by Mr. Craw- 
ford, M.P., who spoke as follows :— 

Mr. Crawrorp: My Lord, I have been requested to undertake the 
formal duty of introducing this deputation to your Lordship, and to 
state in a few words what ia the object we have in view in asking your 
Lordship to receive us here to-day. In a meeting containing go great 
a nomber of members of Parliament, as you sce here present, I need 
hardly go through the task of introducing individuals to your Lordship. 
Although we have the presence here to-day of a great many gentlemen 
from various towns and ports in England, the deputation ig essentially 
a deputation from the City of London. The object the deputation has 
in view is to represent to your Lordship the views they entertain with 
regard to this supplemental Treaty, which has been concluded in China 
by Sir Rutherford Alcock. It is essentially a matter of detail, and, on 
that account, I will, with your Lordship’s permission, ask other gentle- 
men, who are more familiar than I am with the Treaty, or rather with 
the operation, which it is supposed it will have on our commercial 
relations with China, to bring tho subject before your Lordship. Mr. 
Hugh Matheson will firat addreas your Lordship. 


Mr. Hucu Marueson : It cannot be surprising to your Lordship that 
the merchants of London should take a warm interest in this China 
Convention. The great territory of China, with its vast population, 
estimated at 400,000,000, was partly opened to our trade, as your Lord- 
ship is well aware, under the Treaty of Nanking; but it was more 

articularly opened under the Treaty of Tientsin, concluded by Lord 

Igin in 1858, which Treaty was completed in 1860. I should like in 
the name of the merchants of London to pay a tribute of warm respect 
to the memory of the Earl of Elgin, who brought to the consideration of 
that great Treaty the most distinguished ability, and who showed so 
much knowledge, consideration, aud appreciation of the magnitude of 
the interests involved in it. Under the Treaty of Tientsin a very large 
extension of the British trade with China has taken place,so much 
so that, from a recent parliamentary return, we find that the value of 
exports and imports into China, not including Hong Kong, in the year 
1868, amounted to no less a sum than forty-five millions sterling. Of 
this fully one half is represented by British trade, and, independently 
of indirect advantages to the Chinese from this trade, the amount of 
duties levied by them at their ports was about three millions sterling. 
Unquestionably there was mutual benefit to the Chinese and to British 
subjects from the opening of China under the Treaty of Tientsin, which is 
the one under which we are now trading. It is quite true, as has been 
alleged, that the Treaty was negotiated after the successful operations of 
our troops; but, at the same time, it is equally true that the Zarl of Elgin 
forbore to pressupon the Chinese Government the exaction of advartages 
which, as a conqueror, he might have claimed, naturally wishing to 
show them, asa Government, all due respect, and fearing that if he 
were to press too hardly upon them he might injure thcir position and 
prestige with their countrymen. Under your Lordship’s instructions, 
therefore, and with a magnanimity for which his memory is entitled to, 
and receives, the very highest hononr, he did not press the Chinese. 
He felt it might go hard with them if he were to do 80; but he laid 
down principles, the recognition of which he obtained from the Chinese, 
which were calculated to develop the intercourse between the two na- 
tions, and gradually to open up that great country, with its highways 
and especially its vast water-ways, to the trade of foreign countries, 
and particularly of Great Britain. He provided also that after the ex- 

rience of ten years a revision might take place of the terms of the 

reaty. It is in connection with that revision we are here to day; 
and when it was announced thit the revision was to take place during 
the present year, which I believe was az long ago as 1867, we confidently 
expected that provision would be made for the removal of various 
hindrances and obstacles that we had found practically in the way of 
the extension of trade, and for the introduction of still greater facilitica 
than we had heretofore enjoyed for the progress of commerce, which 
has certainly enriched us, and which has as certainly enriched 
China. Evcrything looked favourable. We had in Sir Rutherford 
Alcock, the British Minister at Pekin an officer of great and 
varied experience in China; and we had, moreover, despatches 
from him addressed to the various mercantile communities, in which 
he invited suggestions from them, and in answer to his invita- 
tion a very large body of information was conveyed to him by the 
Chambers of Commerce in China. These are all public documents. 
We, therefore, confidently expected that we should have, in the Con- 
vention, distinct advantages for trade, and it would be very much more 
satisfactory to us, my Lord, to be here to-day to congratulate Her 
Majesty's Government on a great success, rather than to take what is a 
org and very ungracious attitude, namely, that of criticising what 

as been done. (Hear, hear.) But we have no alternative, because, 
in several respects, the great object to which I have referred, the open- 
ing up of China for the free expansion of trade, has not been eufficiently 
guarded by Her Majesty's representative out there in negotiating this 
Convention. It has been attempted to be shown that there is a di- 
versity of opinion among the mercantile body upon this subject. I 
should be very glad if we could entertain the suspicion that we were 
deceiving ourselves, but Iam afraid we are deprived of that entirely, 
because nearly all of the Chambers of Commerce have spoken in 





Google 








the same sense in which we have felt compelled to speak in the 
memorial which we have had the honour to send to your Lord- 
ship. We find the Shanghai Chamber of Commerce have spoken 
quite as emphatically as we have done; the Hong Kong Cham- 
ber, and, in this country, the important Chambers of Manchester 
and Glasgow, besides the Amalgamated Society of Chambers of Com- 
merce in London, have passed resolutions to the same effect. There- 
fore, I am afraid we are at one in wishing that more inquiry be made 
before the ratification of this Convention. We think it has been 
hastily got up, without due regard to the experience and the opinions 
of the merchants, who, at very great expense, and with very costly 
establishments, have been carrying on the trade there. My Lord, the 
details of the measure will be referred to by some gentlemen around 
me who have them thoroughly at command. Mr. Bower, a merchant 
of large experience in this country, as well as in China, will refer espe- 
cially to the question of transit dues, upon which, I think, there ought 
to be no difference of opinion whatever, because the term ‘‘ transit 
dues” was made use of by Lord Elgin distinctly and clearly to mean 
all internal taxation whatever. It is so specified in despatches over 
and over again that the term transit dues was to be applied to all in- 
land taxation whatever. That is an important key to our opposition 
to the terms in which these transit dues are now dealt with in the 
Convention. Mr. Bower will, therefore, speak on that subject. Mr. 
Gilman, an old merchant connected with China, indeed, resident there 
as a merchant before the Treaty of Nanking, will address your Lord- 
ship on the silk duties, and Mr. Magniac will follow and take up the 
remaining points. 


Lord CuaReNDON: Perhaps I had better hear you all before I make 
a reply. 

Mr. Bower: I have been requested, my Lord Clarendon, by the 
merchants of the City of London and othera interested in the China 
trade, to submit to your consideration the reasons which have com- 
pelled them to send to Her Majesty’s Government, through your 
Lordship, a memorial against the ratification of this Convention, so far 
ag those considerations relate to the system by which the textile pro- 
ducts of this country are imported into China. It is to be observed in 
the outset that the new arrangements under this head propounded by 
this Convention are those upon which the authors of this Convention 
chiefly rest their claim to our gratitude. Itis to be noted further 
that they are the very conditions to which we most emphatically and 
strenuously object. Our oppo:ition, therefore, as Mr. Matheson has 
said, is truly an ungracious one. We recognise most completely the 
zeal for our interest of Her Majesty's Minister in China, but we be- 
lieve that he has been utterly mistaken. I must claim your indul- 
gence while I divide this question into two heads —I think we 
shall consult brevity by doing so. The first is, what the Con- 
vention contains as compared with what we enjoyed under the 
Treaty, supposing Convention and Treaty were alike fully ob- 
served, If I succeed in showing that, as I believe cannot be doubted, 
the Convention is highly disadvantageous as compared with the 
Treaty, it would yet remain to be considered whether its provisions, 
though less advantageous, were so much more likely to be practically 
observed that it was desirable to adopt them. My Lord, the Treaty of 
Tientsin, under which we have carried on our trade since 1858, provides, 
in short, this—that when our goods reach China they shall pay a fixed 
rate of duty equivalent to about five per cent. ad valorem. That duty 
frees them through the Custom-house; and next—China being a coun- 
try in which internal transit and other dues are current—we, if we 
wish to free our goods from the port of entry to any other part of 
China, clear of all further taxation whatsoever, have the option of doing 
so upon making o further payment equal to half the import duty. 
But, my Lord, the Convention provides very differently. It provides 
that this extra duty, or transit duty, shall ceaso to be optional, and 
shall become compulsory, and payable in all cases upon importation. 
It provides that in nine provinces out of the eightcen of which China 
consists, and in the whole of the territories not comprised in these 
provinces, this compulsory payment shall free ua from transit duty 
only, construing transit as applying to goods in motion ; but, as regards 
all other internal duties, shall leave us in the hands of the local Govern- 
ments to exact what they may please. Now, it is plain that under 
the Treaty five per cent. import duty and 2} per cent. for inter- 
nal dues would free us of all China, but that the Convention would 
leave us, as regards nine provinces out of the eightcen, subject 
to that which Sir Henry Pottinger in 1842, and Lord Elgin in 1858, 
took infinite pains to free us from, namely, the capricious internal exac- 
tions of Chineso officials spread throughout the country. If I have 
rightly described what is conceded to us under the Treaty a3 compared 
with what is conceded to us under the Convention, I think no one can 
doubt that the Treaty is the morc advantageous tous. But it is proper 
to state that Sir Rutherford Alcock utterly denies our construction of 
the Treaty of Tientsin. He says, “ True, you have the option of pay- 
ing this 2} per cent. as transit duty, but transit means something in 
motion, and when your goods get to their destination they are free no 
longer, they are exposed to whatever charges the local Governments 
may exact from them. If, my Lord, Sir Rutherford Alcock is correct, 
then have we, the merchants of China —then, so far as we know, have 
all the officials—then, so far as we know, has the Foreign-office in 
London, for a quarter of acentury, from the year 1812, when Sir Henry 
Pottinger made the Treaty of Nanking, down to some two or three 
years ago, been wholly mistaken as to what was provided for in that 
Treaty. My Lord, I think that this very important question is capable 
of being effectually cleared up. Youare well aware that Lord Elgin, 
one of the clearcst-headed men that it was ever my lot to meet, took 
the greatest pains for many months, as shown by numerous despatches, 
in the consideration of thia subject and a satisfactory arrangement of 
it. What does Lord Elgin say was his conclusion? I quote from cor- 
respondence relating to the Karl of Elyin’s special Mission to China 
and Japan, 1857-59, presented pursuant to an address of the House of 
Commons, July, 1859 :—‘'I have the honour” (this despatch was ad- 
dressed to your Lordship’s successor, Lord Malmesbury) ‘‘to remi- 
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herewith a tariff of dutiesand accompanying rules or articles. . . . 
Rule 7 applies and extends the principle respecting transit dutics 
which is laid down by Article 28 of the Treaty of Tientsin. Hence- 
forward, on payment of a sum in name”—observe the -phrasc—‘ in 
name of transit duty, which for simplicity’s sake has been fixed at 
one-half of the tariff rate of duty, goods, whether of export or 
import, will be free to pass between the port. of shipment or entry to 
or from any part of China without further charge of toll, octroi, or tax 
of any description whatsoever. I confess that I consider this to be a 
most important point gained in the future interest of foreign trade 
with China. In every representation on the general subject of trade 
which | have received from mercantile bodies or individuals since I 
came to China, the system, or no system, under which transit duties 
are now levied has been pressed upon me as a grievance. J have 
always thought that the remedy was to be sought in the substitution 
of one fixed payment for the present irregular and multiplied levies. 
At the same time, in a country where duties of octroi are habitually 
resorted to as an expedient for supplying the wants both of the local 
and Imperial treasuries, it was obviously difficult to devise a echeme 
for the commutation of transit duties which, without creating great 
financial disturbance, should prove an effectual protection to the im- 
porting aud exporting merchants. The rule now under consideration 

as been very carefully framed, and will, I trust, in practice, afford a 
reasonable security against both of the two classes of evils which I 
have indicated.” My Lord, I cannot imagine even the clearest de- 
spatch-writer—and Lord Elgin was one—saying anything more con- 
clusive upon the point in difference between us and Sir R. Alcock. 
But I have raid the Convention, being in itself a restriction of our 
rights, it might yet be possible that the smaller rights left to us under 
the Convention would be better observed than the larger ones secured 
to us by the Treaty. I must note, therefore, for a moment the causes 
of the failure of this transit duty clause under the Treaty. In part it 
has been this, that when we paid our 24 per cent., took out our certifi- 
cate and sent our goods into the country, we found, not alwaya, but in 
& great majority of cases, that further taxes were levied quite irrespec- 
tive of the Treaty, quite irrespective of the payment we had made at 
the port. Now it is very difficult to obtain procf of such exactions, 
The Chinese are not a people who complain readily of their own oflicialr, 
but cases did happen which we could establish by indisputable evidence. 
Then began our miscrics—correspondence with the Consul; Consul 
writing buck ; and next, applications to Peking ; correspondence thcre— 
months elapse, and the matter is at length referred to the Home Go- 
vernment, and in the end altogether abandoned. In some cases it 
happens that the Chinese Government finds itself compelled to admit 
that a wrong has been done, and redress is promised. What follows? 
The cluim is ordered to be paid and the matter settled ; but we are then 
no nearer 8 settlement, and in the majority of cases we do not get a 
penny. Numbers of admitted c'aims, with orders to pay them, exist to 
thia day, and still unpaid. Well, what is now proposed to be done ? 
For a single moment consider what the Government of China is. The 
Central Government at Peking is known to the eightcen provinces, of 
which this enormous empire mainly consists, chiefly as the feudal lords 
of the annual tribute which the provinces must provide—amounting 
to some fifteen millions sterling. For the rest, the provincial authori- 
ties collect their own revenues, it is supposed some forty or fifty 
millions more, and administer their own Government. There isa 
great army of officials spread over the country who conduct their 
duties on the principle of small pay eked out from what are expressively 
called “squeezes.” The Chinese people make no particular objection 
to this. The usage is go ancient, and go universal among them, that 
they regard it as a part of the law of nature. The business then of 
these officials is to furnish the cstablished amount to the revenue, 
and to retain as handsome a balance for themselves as circum- 
atances will permit, short of driving the pcople to extremity. 
Now the dues on transit, and other local taxes, are part of the recog- 
nised revenues of the country, duc to the local Governments, and 
necessary to their existence. It is the weak point of the Tientsin 
Treaty that in commuting them for a fixed payment, it made that 
| se dea to the Central Government, to the detriment of the local 

overnments, and so made the latter hostile to the provision. But 
does the present Convention do anything to remedy this difficulty? 
On the contrary, it removes from the Central Government the only in- 
ducement it possessed to take measures to see the Treaty properly 
observed, by withdrawing our option to refrain from paying if we found 
the equivalent wanting, for they are now to get the whole commutation 
paid at once, and paid always. Weare, therefore, brought tothe conviction 
that this Convention is inexpedient and unsound. My Lord, I would 
omly say, in conclusion, that this is not a time at which to try novel 
experiments in our trade with China, based upon new readings of the 
probable result. We know from our manufacturing districts that the 
home market has lost much of its elasticity, that the continental 
markets are closing against us, and the horizon is anxiously scanned 
for larger and more profitable outlets. We need not look in vain. It 
requires only that the rights secured to us under the Treaty of Tientsin 
should receive a little careful management by patience combined with 
firmness, and the flood-gates will be opened which will admit in 
rapidly increasing quantities the products of our looms into the centre 
of a multitudinous, and, so far as their alicn rulers will permit, a 
friendly people. It is the object, as it would be the result, of this Con- 
vention, if it is unhappily ratified, to bar those gates anew against us. 
We come before your Lordship to entreat you t> deliver us from it. 
We beseech—nay, do we presume too far if we claim from the Govern- 
ment of the Queen, that it will preserve to us, unimpaired by this mis- 
taken Convention, the privileges obtained for us by the greatest Min- 
igter that ever England sent to China—the rights solemnly granted to 
us by the Treaty of Tientsin. 


Mr. GiuMan: The subject on which I have to address your Lordship 
is happily a much less complex one than that which has been treated 
by the gentleman who has preceded me. He has anticipated me in 
many remarks I proposed to make as to how it has happened that 
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this Convention should contain provisions so very different from those 
which were expected of it, and I have the satisfaction of feeling, in 
addressing myself to this subject, that I have the British Government 
on our side. I find by Sir Rutherford Alcock’s despatches, that the 
Board of Trade expressed the wish that duties should not be in- 
ercased, and your Lordship also a doubt ag to the expediency of the 
reception of a Chinese Consul at Hong Kong. Now, my Lord, the duties 
are increased very greatly, and your Lordship'’s sagacious doubt has 
been disregarded. How has this happened? I think it is sufficiently 
explained by the fact that the Convention was negotiated by Mr. Hart. 
Now, my Lord, who is Mr. Hart? <A gentleman of character and 
abilitv: I have nothing to eay in his disparagement, and if I had I 
should not say it here and in his absence. But what is Mr. Hart? 
He is the Inspector of Chinese Customs at Shanghai; and I venture 
most respectfully to remark that I think it behoves the British Go- 
vernment to watch somewhat cautiously the movements of the class of 
men to which Mr. Hart belongs. They are in the employ of the Chi- 
nese Government, they are paid by them ; bound up in Chinese inte- 
rests, they become in the course of time imbued with Chinese ideas, 
and the necessary effect of their position is to render them more or 
less, according to their particular characters, to some extent dena- 
tionalised. I think that to men of this class our national interests— 
more particularly our commercial interests—should not be entrusted. 
(Loud cheerz.) I would make another remark; and it ix, whether it 
was a wise measure to abolish the office of Superintendent of Trade, 
or rather to vest the office in the person of a high political officer, resi- 
dent not among the merchants, but remote from them—resident at 
Peking. We, my Lord, consider this Convention to be one great mis- 
take ; but in it there are many minor mistakes into which a man of 
Sir Rutherford Alcock’s ability would not bave fallen had he been ina 
situation in which he could have had the advantage of learning mer- 
chants’ opinions, not by cumbrous correspondence, but in moving 
among them, learning, in short, the views on mattcr3 of business of 
business men. I hope I may be pardoned for these observationa. I 
fecl I have been treading on dangerous ground; but if I have said 
anything which I was not entitled to say I beg your Lordship's pardon. 

Lord CLarenpon : Not at all, 

Mr. Gitman: On the Consular queation I need not speak, as it has 
been made the subject of a separate memorial to the Colonial-office, 
and no doubt will receive due attention. As to opium, I have no- 
thing to say except to express my individnal opinion that, whatever may 
be the merits or the demerits of the trade, it is entitled to as much 
protection as that in any other commodity. I now proceed to the more 
immediate subject with which J am charged, namely, the increased 
duty on raw silk, an article, I need not say, of prime importance. 
This increase is justified on various grounds, and first as a set-off 
against certain concessions made to us, the value of which has been 
inyuired into by the gentleman who has preceded me. It has been 
shown that Sir Rutherford Alcock is mistaken as to the price he has 
paid for these supposed advantages, inasmuch as he calculated the in- 
creased duty on silk at a trifle over 1 per cent, whereas your Lord- 
ship will see from our memorial that it is actually considerably 
over 83 per cent. Such a mistake as this could not possibly have 
been made had Sir Rutherford Alcock posseased the advantages to 
which I have alluded. But even were the advantages obtained as great 
ag they are aid to be. Ido not see on what principle one particular 
article of trade should be called on to pay for them. I do not sce why 
the silk duty should be doubled because advantages are given to other 
branches of our trade. Passing from that, it is said that we cannot ex- 
pect concessions unless we are prepared to make concessions. Now, 
what have we to concede to the Chinese? The whole course of our 
legislation, for yeara past, has beeen favourable to them in every re- 
spect ; the subjects of China can, of course, come here: they can trade 
where they please; they can do what they please; they have every 
privilege which the subjects of the British empire have. As to our 
commercial legislation, there is no duty on raw silk, there isno duty om 
camphor, rhurbarb, cassia, or any of the other articles with which 
China supplies us; all these have been abolished. The duty on tea 
some years ago amounted to 23. 2}d. a pound. It is now re- 
duced to 6d., and we hope somewhere about April next to hear 
it has been abolished altogether. (Laughter and cheers.) Under 
this liberal sys‘em the importation of tea, which in the East India 
Company's time waa only thirty-two millions of pounds, last year 
amounted to one hundred and thirty-three millions. If we con- 
sider the thousands and hundreds of thousands of people employed in 
this vast trade, it is hardly necessary to point out what an immense 
boon this is t> the Chineae nation. The Chinese Government cares 
nothing for this; but they do care for and understand how their own 
revenue has been increased by the extension of trade in this one 
article alone. They claim from us, however, an increase in the 
duty on silk, on grounds which Sir Rutherford Alcock saya are irresis- 
tible.—(Mr. Gilman here read an extract from Sir Rutherford Alcock’s 
despatch, justifying it on the ground of the duty now paid bein 
far below what it should be on the basis of 5 per cent. adop 
by Treaty, and proceeded to say):—It is quite true, my Lord, that, 
according to the present prices of silk, this addition is justifiable 
except as regards Canton silk. A very extraordinary degree of favour 
has been shown to a description of silk which is brought to market in 
really such small quantities that one is left to wonder why it should be 
thought of, that is Scechuen silk, of which the average production is 
about 800 bales per annum; and, in favour of that a differential duty 
is to be established; but on Canton silk, of which the annual export 
is 5,000 bales, or fifteen per cent. of our whole supply, and which is all 
of low quality, no difference has been made. Again, here is an over- 
sight which could not possibly have occurred had Sir Rutherford Alcock 
had men of business at hand to advise him. Well, my Lord, with this 
exception, the additional duty may be justified according to the present 
scale of prices, but it must be remembered that the present scale of 
prices is altogether an abnormal one. I have taken great trouble to 
look into the record of the prices of former years. I have looked 
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through dusty documents of about thirty-five yeara past, and I find 
euch prices as now rale have until the last few years been without 
example. The present duty isa perfectly fair one on the natural value 
of the article. The present increase of value is due to various causes. 
One cause is the exactions of the Chinese Government. The Chinese 
bave gone on gradually levying and increasing the inland dues, and 
in that way raising prices. A greater cause of the advance, however, 
is doubtless the Chinese rebellion, the devastation in the silk districts 
produced by it, and the consequent diminished production. The third 
and greatest reason of all ‘s the Jamentable disease which has spread 
over Europe of late years—the disease in the silkworm iteelf. My 
Lord, as to the Chinese exactions being removed, I have no very lively 
hope; but the rebellion is now repressed, mainly by our aid, and io 
some degree at our cost. It may be hoped that its effects will pags 
away, and it certainly should be the object of the Chinese Government 
to foster their own trade, to encourage and not burden it with fresh 
taxation. The third and great cause of the advance in price, the silk- 
worm disease, we may hope will be removed like other such diseases have 
been, such as the murrain among cattle, the disease in the vine, and the 
petato ; and, were that to happen, doubtless we should have in time a 
return to our former scale of prices. The high prices are not the result 
of increased use but of diminished production, and the high price is the 
strongest argument that can be used—not for, but against increased 
taxation. I have so far, I think shown (and I have very little more to 
say) that the increased duty is illiberal and impolitic. I have now to 
ahow that, so far from the Chinese case for an increase of duty being 
irresistibly just, it is most unjust when compared with the duty 
levied on other articles. The only other important article the Chinese 
have to send us ia tea. The average value of tea cannot be taken at 
over twenty taela per picul. The duty, therefore, according to the 
& per cent. basis, should be onc tael. The duty actually levied, and 
which has been checrfully paid, is 24 taels. Therefore, the duty is, as 
stated in our memorial, 125 per cent. instead of 5 per cent.; and 
on this article the Chinese Government receive £748,000 per annum, 
instead of £299,000, which is all they are entitled to. I think the 
game justice may be demanded for tea which ia by them demanded for 
silk. I cannot cee why, if the duty on silk is to be brought up to the 
5 per cent. level, the duty on tea should not be brought down to it. 
Having now shown that the increase proposed is illiberal, impolitic, and 
unjust, I leave the case of this great branch of our national industry, 
unhappily a struggling and declining one, with confidence in your 
Lordship’s hands. ; 


Mr. Maantac, M.P.: I have been requested, my Lord, to bring to 
your Lordship’s notice the remaining points in this Convention 
not touched upon by the previous speakers. I propose to take Sir 
Rutherford Alcock’s own headings in his despatch to the French 
Minister, but I believe I can dispose of ten or twelve of them in avery 
few words. If not occupying too much time I should like to read 
them, because it is desirable that those concerned should know what 
value we attach to them. The first twelve, to take them as num- 
bered in Sir Rutherford Alcock’s despatch, are Nos. 7, 9,10, 11, 16, 
17, 8, Duty-free Articles, Drawbacks, Tea Bonds, Manifests, Tonnage 
Dues, Rules for Sycee, Dock Stores. ‘These are so trifling that we think 
they might have been settled by the Consul without referring to Her 
Majesty's Minister. No. 5 is Poyang Lake ateamtug. Sir Rutherford 
Alcock disposes of that concession in his own despatch covering Mr. 
Swinhoe’s report on the Yangtaze, in which he says that he docs not 
expect it will be of any value. No. 13, Coal Mines, is a doubtful point 
on which we do not desire to speak at present. For many years these 
eoal mines have been worked, and it depends on the goodwill of the 
Chinese whether they will be of any value whatever. The last heading 
on the small list is that of Duties Remitted. They amount to £7,000 
a-year only, and I need not trouble your Lordship with them. 
The first important point I am called upon to speak about is comprised 
in Nos. 1 and 2 in the list, which include Inland Navigation and the 
Renting of Houses in the interior. I believe I am quite correct in saying 
that, if there ever wasa point of importance to our trade, it is that in- 
cluded under these two headings. It was not so much that people 
desired to go and live in the interior of China, but that they regarded 
this coucession as a means to an end. By these means they hoped 
to overcome the obstructions of the Chinese officials, and to check the 
undue exactions which were charged on their goods sent into the 
interior. The Chamber of Commerce at Shanghai, in answer to a 
cizeular from Sir Rutherford Alcock, who begged them to express their 
opinion as to the chief pointa which should be arranged in the revision of 
this Treaty, placed these two subjects ina most prominent position. The 
words are :—‘‘ The Chamber cannot impress too strongly upon his Excel- 
lency the necessity of urging this point upon the Peking Government.” 
Well, my Lord, what was our surpriee when we came to examine the 
text of this Convention to find that not only had the negotiator not 
impressed these points on the Peking mind, but that they had put us 
in regard to them in a far worce position thaa we were in before. I 
will not take up time by giving the exact words of the Tientsin Treaty ; 
but in Article 9 it states, in effect, that British subjects may travel 
for porposea of trade in all parts of the Empire. They have power, 
under Article 12, ‘‘ whether at ports or at other places,” to build housca, 
warechouser, churches, &c., and may, under Article 14, hire boats, and 
goon. It was in compliance with the desire of Lord Elgin that the 
right (o enjoy these privileges was waived to a certain extent. In fact, 
the right has not been preased by the Europeans in China out of consi- 
deration to the representations made to them urging them to give 
time to allow the first novelty of the European presence in China to 
pass away; but certainly I must eay we did not expect that a lcas 
power would be agreed to in this new Convention, and then that it 
should be flaunted in our eyes as something gained. If this Conven- 
rion is carried out I need not say that the very limited extent to which 
these rights have been exercised will be further restricted, because the 
limitations in the new clauses are go serious that there will be no pos- 
sibility for a. Earopean to fix his permanent residence in the interior 
—and why should he not? I believe I am strictly within the truth 
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when I say that there is not a single instance of any man who is q 
real bona fide trader having made himeelf obnoxious to the authorities 
in the interior. (Hear, hear.) We heard with great pain, and I say 
it with reluctancein your Lordship's presence, but, as there are reporters 
here, I think that people’s minds should be disabused of a fulse impres- 
sion—but we have heard a very obnoxious term 3ed to describe the 
dealings of the Europeans with the Chinese. It is some years ago 
since I was in China, but I was there fifteen years ago., 


Lord Cuarenpox: I beg your pardon for interrupting you, but by 
whom is this supposed ? 


Mr. Maantac: It is an expression which has been used in this 
dat It has been stated as indicating the way China merchants treat 
the Chinese. 


Lord Crargnpon: I[ have not heard of it. 


Mr. Maamiac: We also feel very strongly that this impression 
ig strengthened by a running accompaniment of adverse criti- 
cisms towards the merchants throughout the whole of Sir Ruther 
ford Alcock’s despatches. (Hear, hear.) We have felt very much 
pained and grieved at some of the exprezsions he has used. There 
is one expression that I shall have to notice later. We feel 
that there is an opinion that we are not dealing with the Chinese 
as we should like to be dealt with ourselves. I believe that is 
a most mistaken notion. Many of us have had Chinese friends 
who are quite as friendly with us as any friends we have in Eng- 
land, and I can sincerely say for myself, and for mahy Chinese 
merchants, that we feel for a Chinaman of equal rank, and treat 
him exactly in the same way a3 we would a European. (Hear, 
hear.) My Lord, I was about to mention that Sir Rutherford Al- 
cock has contrasted us with the Russians. He ssid that the Russians 
lived in better harmony with the Chinese than we do. But Sir Ra- 
therford Alcock ought to know that, though they are Russian subjects, 
from their race and Calmuck origin, they are much more Chinese in 
manner, speech, and appearance than natives of our distant country 
can possibly be. We know that ninety-nine Europeans out of one hun- 
dred, if allowed to go into China for the purposes of trade, would con- 
fine themselves to their trade, and would be much greater fools than I 
take them for if, instead of selling their goods and realising a fortune, 
and getting home as s90n as they can, they set up their backs and 
determine to have a ‘‘row” with the people with whom they are 
dealing. (Cheers.) There are, further, three points which I need not 
waste time about—Commercial Code, Bonded Warchouses, and Hong 
Kong Transhipment; they are called concessions, but hardly require a 
Treaty to make them binding. That concludes the list of concessions 
made to us, with the exception of the opening of new ports—Wuhu and 
Wenchow. The Chamber of Shanghai stated that Wahu, as an experi- 
mental port, might be considered valuable, but they were not speaking 
of the general merits of ports in China, but only, at the requcst of Sir 
R. Alcock, as to the comparative merits of five or eix portsnamed. The 
port of Wenchow ia probably well situated, but, as [ said before, the 
merits of these two are merely comparative. It hag always been. 
preased on every Minister as the first point claiming his intervention, 
that we ought to have more inland points. People ia this country do 
not speak of a place inland as a port, but they are soin China; and the 
magnificent rivers are the evident means of opening up the country. 
If intercourse with China is to become general, it must be by opening a 
port 1,000 miles inland, with access to it by steam. (Loud cheers.) If, 
my Jord, Chinu were canvassed on the subject, I believe that would 
be the one stipulation for which they would be willing to concede 
everything that could with any right or propriety be conceded. When 
1 have said the distance at which these ports are situated I need not 
say it would be an illusory gift if it was not accompanied by steam 
navigation. To drag a boat by means of tracking against a current at 
the rate of two miles an hour is certainly a Jong proceeding, and, if our 
trade ia to be opened in China, it must be by opening the Treaty Porta 
on the great rivers, with free access to them by steam. I must now 
refer to points we have conceded. The increased dutics enable China 
to levy fresh revenue amounting to £300,000 a year. Thatis no small 
sum. If, when the former treaties had been ratified, it had been sup- 
posed that the revenue from those duties would have amounted to 
that, everybody would have said we were over sanguine. But this 
small addition will benefit them to the extent I have named. A con- 
cession which Sir Rutherford Alcock supports in very strong language, 
and about which there is a good deal of feeling, is that of the appointment 
of Consuls in Hong Kong ; he says if there is to be any reciprocity in 
the mutual relations between China and England this cannot be re- 
fused. If China were England, and England still England, reciprocity 
would be reciprocity ; but as'we know how things really are, we have a 
right to examine the proposal carefully. We have mentioned, io our 
memorial, a certain course of action that we fecl persuaded will be 
adopted by the mandarin who is appointed to the duty of Consul at 
Hong Kong. Sir Rutherford Alcock’s reason for pressing the appoint- 
ment of this Consul is to prevent smuggling at Hong Kong. He says 
in his despatch that “Hong Kong is confessedly a great smuggling 
depot,” and he further states that “ the appointment will control the 
smuggling propensities of the Chinese in league with the foreign 
merchant.” It is impossible to deny, and we, who are acquainted 
with the place, do not wish to deny, that there is smuggling to 
a considerable extent among the Chinese; but much, though 
illegal, is not smuggling. We think it was quite uncalled for on 
the part of Sir Rutherford Alcock to describe Ilong Kong as a great 
smuggling depot, as if nothing went on there but smugyling. If we 
look at the map we shall find that there is no Treaty Port south and 
west of Hong Kong but Canton, the consequence of which is that there 
is a great deal of illegal shipping. Thia is not smuggling in our sense 
of the word, and it is due to the obstinacy of the Chinese, who pué 
these restrictive regulations upon trade. The port of Kiung Chow 1s 
situated in a part of China exactly where it was wanted, and we are told 
that a large trade would have been done there, and that it would have 
been a death-blow to a great deal of these illegal shipmente. (Hear, 
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hear.) We should only be too glad if proper means are found for 
putting an end to illegalities of this kind in China. The cause, how- 
ever, of one-half of them is the extortion and corruption of the Chinese 
authorities themselves. That is a fact which many gentlemen here 
know perfectly well. (Hear, hear.) I have reserved to the last a 
point upon which we feel very strongly, and which we believe, with 
one exception, to be the most important in the whole Convention. It 
is contained in the first article of the Treaty —the Favoured Nation 
Clause. I feel very diffident of arguing such a subject in the presence 
of your Lordship. 


Lord CLarenpon: I believe I may say that we do not insist on that 
article. (Loud cries of ‘‘ Hear, hear.) 


Mr. Macnrac: I need not say, my Lord, that all present feel very great 
leasure in that expression of your Lordship’s intention, and everyone, 
Both here and in China will, I am sure, be delighted to find that this 
article has been given up. (Hear.) I had proposed briefly tosum up our 

ins and concessions; but I hardly know whether it will be necessary 
for me to do so, for, putting it most favourably, we give far more than 
we acquire ourselves. We gain two treaty portsand some very shadowy 
advantages. In consideration of that we give to the Chinese power to 
levy £800,000 a-year revenue ; we relinquish rights for the circulation 
of goods over half of China; we give the right to create disturbances 
at Hong Kong and are asked to consent {o a most mischievous 
Favoured-Nation Clause. Compare our position with what it 
was when the Treaty of Nanking wis signed. In some respects 
we find ourselves placed in a materially worse position than we 
were then—twenty-seven years ago—and certainly in a worse than 
under Lord Elgin’s Treaty. (Hear, hear.) I believe on this sub- 
ject tbe merchants of London are quite unanimous, and the merchants 
in China are of the same opinion; and we do hope and trust that the 
assurance your Lordship has given with regard to one article may be ex- 
tended to the other points we have touched upon. I believe I 
am stating the feelings and sentiments of all the gentlemen here 
when I say that we feel so strongly the restrictions placed on our 
trade by this Convention that we should infinitely prefer to see the 
existing Treaty fairly carried out, feeling at the present moment 
perfectly satisfied that if it were patiently and judiciously pressed 
upon the Chinese, not unduly pressed upon them, it would afford a 
better prospcct for the extension of trade and the promotion of 
mutual intercourse than the proposed Convention. Rather than see 
this Convention ratified, we should be quite content to place our- 
selves in your Lordship’s hands and say, press fairly our rights 
under this Treaty, and Icave it to time to give it further extension. 
(Hear, hear.) 


Lord CLarenDow : Gentlemen, even if I were able t» enter into all 
the minute details which have been very properly brought forward, I 
cannot help feeling there will not be time left for doing 80 before many 
of us must go to our respective Houses of Parliament. I must, there- 
fore, be rather short in the answer I give you. I will, in the first place, 
say that I am gure that Mr. Matheson is correct when he saya that this 
numerous and highly respectable meeting would far rather have come 
here to uphold and ratify, by their opinion, the Convention which has 
been negotiated by Sir Rutherford Alcock than to criticise it in the 
way they have. ThatI am perfectly aware of, and I am sure he will be 
certain the Government would be glad if it had been so. I must say I 
was not prepared for so unqualified a condemnation, both of Sir Ruther- 
ford Alcock and of the Treaty which he has negotiated. I must, in 
justice to Sir Rutherford Alcock, say that it is a great mistake to sup- 
5 that he has acted in haste or without sufficient information. We 

ave ample proofs.in the Foreign-oftice of the care, the assiduity, and 
the attention, he has bestowed upon this matter. In the opinion of 
those who must be taken to be well cognisant of their own interests, he 
may have been considered to have made a mistake, but that that 
mistake arose from any want of care must, from my own informa- 
tion, be corrected. I must also say that it is a great mistake to 
suppose that Mr. Hart, or any of those gentlemen who compose 
the committee of management of the Chinese revenue had anything 
to do with the Treaty in a sense hostile to English interests. I believe 
Sir Rutherford Alcock may have derived information from Mr. Hart, 
as he would derive information from any other person capable of fur- 
nishing it ; but I am quite sure that there is nothing, of which I know 
at least—and I can only speak of my own knowledge—which could be 
injurious to any British subject. I must also say, with respect to the 
concessions, that you should remember that although, as Mr. Matheson, 
I think, said, Lord Elgin showed great consideration for the Chinese 
feelings, and did not wish to press them so fur as British interests 
might require, still there was not a single thing he got from the Chi- 
nese which was not unwillingly given, and which they did not consider 
extorted by force; and I cannot help thinking that they believe, to the 
present day, that their consent. was extorted at the cannon’s mouth. I 
am sure gentlemen acquainted with China must be aware that the 
Chinese have always looked upon that Treaty of Tientsin as a degra- 
dation. They have derived benefits from it, and to a certain extent, I 
must say, they have acted up to it; but it has been because we have 
always been enforcing it; and if we were to allow that Treaty to go on 
in its natural course, and had no watch over it, I}think a great 
deal of that Treaty would have fallen into desuetude. We must re- 
member, also, that having a Treaty with China, we place her where she 
was not placed before, namely, in the rank of a civilised nation. We 
must treat China qua China as our equal. We muat endeavour no 
longer to acquire things by force. We must proceed, as we did with 
France ten years ago, and as we have with Austria lately, by mutual 
concession. You, gentlemen, think that these concessions made by 
Sir Rutherford Alcock are all on our side, and that there is nothing 
that they have given usas an equivalent for what we have given them. 
Mr. Gillman considers that we have made a great concession to them 
by the reductions in our duty on tea; but I think nobody will contend 
that we thought more of China than of any other country when we re- 
duced our duty on teas. We reduced them entirely because we thonght 
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that such reduction would not only be a great relief to consumers, but 
@ great addition to the revenue, and I do not think we could pretend 
that it was done in any way for their advantage. They have derived 
advantages no doubt the same as all other countries have done; but 
then we never pretended but that it was done for our advantage solely. 
But, as I said before, I am not able to enter into all those details that 
have been propounded to-day, and I do not see that there would be 
any particular utility in my doing so, because we are not coming to a 
definitive vote on the subject, as if in the House of Commons, but we 
have only met to exchange ideas. I think it was not only the right 
but the duty of the mercantile community of the City of London, 
representing, a3 I dare say they do, many interests in different parts 
of the country, to communicate freely with the Government; and I 
need scarcely assure you that itisa very great advantage to the Govern- 
ment to receive the opinion of such men, however they may differ 
from them. Of course, 1 need not say that the Government has no 
interest different from that of the trading community. As a Govern- 
ment, we have no intcrests to serve in China. All'that we desire is 
to promote to the best of our power the British interests in China ; 
and if arrangements have been made which the mercantile com- 
munity consider adveraz to their interests, it is their right and duty 
to represent it to the Government, and J need scarcely say it will be 
taken into due consideration. (Hear, hear.) You sent mea very 
important memorial signed on behalf of people representing vast 
interests, whose opinions are certainly entitled to very great weight. 
I thought that the best way would be, by way of placing on record 
what the opinions of the Government are upon this Treaty, and how 
far they agrced or differed with those of the mercantile community, 
to put down on paper our answer to that memorial, and we have done 
so. I will read it to you. You will probably not approve of it, because it 
is in some respects different from what you have said ; but I am eure that 
those I have the honour ofaddressing are too candid and fair not to admit 
that there arc twosidesto every question. I will, therefore, with your leave 
read our anewer, and I do not think I ahall be much longer than some 
of the speeches that have been made. (Laughter, and Hear, hear.) You 
must remember how very large were the expectations of the mercantile 
community in China. Those expectations were that the Chinese would 
concede everything, and the most earnest expectations were based 
upon thinga which the Chinese are the most indisposed to concede. 
Therefore, as the Chinese have not yet conceded those points, the dis- 
content of the expectants is not surprising. 

Lord Ciarenpon then read the answer to the Memorial :— 

His Lordship then proceeded to read the following answer :—Her 
Majesty's Government are not surprised that the memorialista have 
learnt the nature of the provision of the Convention in question with 
a certain dissatisfaction, for it cannot be denied that, compared with 
the recommendations and claims of the interest which they represent, 
urged upon Sir RK. Alcock prior to the recent negotiations, the advantages 
obtained may appearromewhat inconsiderable. Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, however, have held a very differcnt opinion from that of the 
memorialists as to the limits within which it was desirable in the gene- 
ral and permanent interest of our commercial relations with China to 
confine the recent negotiations, and Her Majesty's Government believe 
that the provisions of the Convention are better calculated to promote 
that interest than treaty engagements, which would have more nearly 
secured the objects sought by the memorialists and those whom they 
represent. It is unnecessary to enter at length into a consideration of 
those provisions of the Convention which consist of what are termed by 
the memorialists “ minor concessions " to British trade, referred to in 
paragraphs 4 to 7 inclusive of the memorial ; as, although it appears to 
Her Majesty’s Government that, in some respects, the memorialists 
greatly undervalue their importance, it is admitted that, taken by them- 
selves, and not considered as a set-off to the so-called concessions made 
in the Convention to China, these stipulations would be received with 
satisfaction. Her Majesty’s Government will, therefore, proceed at 
once to an examination of the opinions expressed by the memorialists 
with regard to the British concessions, which consist of increased 
export duties upon opium and silk, and also with regard to the most 
important provision of the Convention, viz.,—that which is contained 
in Article 3, by which new stipulations are made for the importation 
and transit of British textiles in the Treaty Provinces, and which the 
memorialists consider as a concession to China, bat which ought, in 
the opinion of Her Majesty's Government, to be regarded a3 an arrange- 
ment mutually advantageous to both contracting countricz. The 
memorialists themselves pass by the question of the increased duty 
upon opium as one rather affecting the revenues of British India than 
the interests of merchants in this country, and Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment will, therefore, confine their remarks to the increased duty upon 
silk. Upon this point it must be observed that, as the proposed increase 
amounts to nothing more than a readjustment of the duty to the rate 
stipulated by the Treaty of Tientsin—viz , 5 per cent.—it was impos- 
sible to expect that any revision at all of the commercial articles of 
that treaty could have been entered upon by the Chinese Government 
without such augmentation, and that it would have been impossible 
for Her Majesty’s Government to have resisted this readjustment of the 
duty, if it had been insisted upon by that Government, irrespective of 
any other considerations. The intention of the Treaty of Tientsin was 
that China should receive a revenue calculated at the rate of five per 
cent. on the value of silk exported, and the specific duty fixed by that 
treaty for administrative convenience having been for some years con- 
siderably less than that which was intended by both contracting parties, 
it became a matter of simple justice to allow of its rectification, 
although it is no doubt to be regretted that the period of revision 
should have coincided with an enhanced cost of the material. By 
acting on this principle on the present occasion the absence of any 
fixed term fora further revision will enable Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment at any future time, should a fall in the price of silk enable them 
to do go, to fall back upon the stipulations of the Treaty of Tientein 
on this point, which are only in abeyance during the existence of the 
Supplemental Convention, and to found an equitable claim on the 








Marca 7, 1870. ] 


SUPPLEMENT TO THE 





ELEGRAPH. 


LONDON AND CHINA T 5 





Government of China for a correspoding reduction in the tax. In view, 
moreover, of the inland taxation to which this article is at present 
exposed, Her Majesty’s Government are inclined to believe that the 
transit arrangements secured by the present Convention in return for 
the proposed increase in the export duty will more than counterbalance 
the enhancement of cost which may result from it, and that the increased 
fiscal interest possessed in this branch of trade by the Imperial Govern- 
ment will tend to operate 13 an inducemeat to them to exert gre 
influence in restraining internal exactions. With respect to the 
remarks contained in the paragraph of the memorial on the subject of 
those exactions and to the passage quoted from the memorial of the 
Shanghai Chamber of Commerce, it is to be observed that neither in the 
French Treaty nor in any other treaty concluded with Her Majesty's 
Government with any independent Power has it been attempted to 
interfere with the right of internal municipal taxation. All that has 
been demanded in such engagements is that imports and exports in 
foreign trade shall not be subjected to higher internal taxation thaa 
similar goods in the internal trade. There is nothing in the French 
Treaty to prevent the imposition of local taxes on British textiles in 
France, provided similar taxes are imposed on similar French textiles 
on the contrary, the ninth Article expressly stipulates for this mutual 
right on the part of both countries. The Shanghai Chamber of Com- 
merce is, therefore, altogether in error in supposing that we are snbmit- 
ting in this respect in China to anything to which we should not equally 
submit in France or any other independent country; on the contrary, 
the apecial privileges conceded by the Treaties of Nanking and Tientsin 
to foreign products and foreign subjects are such as could not have been 
proposed to a Power with which we were treating on equal terms. It 
might as well be urged that the licence to tea dealera, until last year 
enforced in this country, was a violation of international equity to 
China, as to charge the Chinese with ill-faith for issuing licences to 
trade in silk. Her Majesty's Government will now proceed to consider 
the bearing of the provisions of the treaties of Nanking and Tientsin, 
as well as those of the Convention under discussion, upon the question 
of the transit of British goods from the ports of importation to the 
interior, and of native produce destined for exportation to a foreign 
country from the interior of the port of shipment. The text of these 
provisions is as follows :— 

** Article X.—His Majesty the Emperor of China agrees to establish 
at all the ports which are by the 2nd Article of this treaty to be thrown 
open for the resort of British merchants a fair and regular tariff of ex- 
port and import Customs and other dues, which tariff shall be publicly 
notified and promulgated for general information, and the Emperor 
further engages that when British merchandise shall have once paid at 
any of the said ports the regulated Customs and dues agreeably to the 
tariff to be hereafter fixed, such merchandise may be conveyed by 
Chinese merchants to any province or city in the interior of the empire 
of China, on paying a further amount as transit duties, which shall not 
exceed per cent. on the tariff value of such goods.” 


Thia treaty was followed by a declaration of the Plenipotentiaries of 
both countries on the 26th of June, 1843, by which it was determined 
that the farther amount to be paid as transit duty by the 10th Article 
should not exceed the rates then in force, which were described as 
moderate. Under this arrangement, it must be remarked that all that 
is conceded is that British merchandise which has paid import duties 
may be conveyed by Chincee merchants (not by British) from the port 
to any province or city in the interior, on payment of the stipulated 


transit duty. No provision whatever is made by this treaty for the 
transit of exports. The 28tii Article of the Treaty of Tientsin is as 
follows :— 


“ Whereas it was agreed in Article 10 of the Trealy of Nanking that 
British imports having paid the tariff duties, should be conveyed into 
the interior free of all further charges, except a transit duty, the amount 
whereof was not to excec! a certain percentage on tariff value, and 
whereas no accurate information having been furnished of the amount 
of such duty, British merc!:ants have constantly complained that 
charges are suddenly and arbitrarily imposed hy the provincial autho- 
rities as transit duties upon produce on its way to the foreign market, 
and on imports on their way into the interior, to the detriment of 
trade, it is agreed that within four months from the signing of this 
treaty, at all ports now open to British trade, and within a similar 
period at all ports that may hereafter be opened, the authority ap- 
pointed to superintend the collection of duties shall be obliged, upon 
application of the Consul, to declare the amount of duties leviable on 
produce between the placc of production and the port of shipment. and 
upon imports between the consular port in question, and the inland 
markets named by the Consul, and that a notification thereof shall be 
published in English and Chinese for general information. But it 
should be at the option of any British subject desiring to convey pro- 
duce purchased inland to a port, or to convey imports from a port to 
an inland market, to clear his goods of all transit duties by payment of 
asingle charge. The amount of this charge should be leviable on ex- 
porte at the first barrier they may have to pass, or on imports at the port 
at which they are landed ; and on payment thereof a certificate should be 
issued, which should exempt the goods from all the further inland 
charges whatsoever. It is further agreed that the amouat of this charge 
should be calculated as nearly as possible at the rate of 2} per cent. ad 
valorem, and that it shall be fixed for each article at the conference to 
be held at Shanghai for the revision of the tariff. It is distinctly un- 
derstood that the payment of transit dutics by commutation or otber- 
wise shoold in no way affect the tariff duties on imports or exports, 
which will continue to be levicd scparately and in full.’ This Article 
is explained and amplified by Rule 7 of an agreement signed by the 
Plenipotentiaries at Shanghai, on the 8th of Novomber, 1853, which 
is to the following effect:—“ Agreement. Shanghai, November 8, 1858. 
Rale 7. Transit Dues, It is agreed that Article 28 of the Treaty of 
Tientsin shall be interpreted to declare the amount of transit dues 
legally leviable upon merchandise, imported or exported by British 
subjects, to be one-half of the tariff duties, except in tho case of the 
daty-free goods liable to a transit duty of 2} per cent, ad valorem, as 
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provided in Article 2 of these rules, merchandise should be cleared of 
its transit dues under the following conditions : In the cage of importa, 
notice being given at the port of entry from which the imports are to 
be fsrwarded inland of the nature and quantity of the goods, the ship 
from which they have been landed, and the place inland to which they 
are bound, with all other necessary particulars, the collector of Customs 
will, on due inspection made, and on receipt of the transit duty due, 
issue a transit duty certificate. This must be produced at every barrier 
station, and viscd. No further duty will be leviable upon imports so 
certificated, no matter how distant the place of their destination. In 

the case of exports, produce purchased by a British subject in the in- 
terior will be inspected and taken account of at the firat barrier it 
passe3 on its way to the port of shipment. A memorandum showing 
the amount of the produce, ani the port at which it is to be shipped, 
will be deposited there by the person in charge of the produce; he 
will then receive a certificate, which must be exhibited and viséd at 
every barricr on his way to the port of shipment. On the arrival of 
the produce at the barrier nearest the port, notice must be given to the 
Customs at the port, and the transit duties due thereon being paid, it 
will be passed. On exportation the produce will pay the tariff duty. 
Any attempt to pass goods inwards or outwards otherwise than ia com- 
pliance with rule here laid down, will render them liable to confisca- 

tion. Unauthorised sale 7x fransitu of goods that have been entered 
as above for a port will renderthem liable to confiscation. Any attemptto 
pass goodsin excess of the quantity specified in the certificate will render 
all the goods of the same denomination named in the certificate liable 
to confiscation. Permission to export produce which cannot be proved 

to have paid its transit dues will be refused by the Customs unless the 
transit dues shall have been paid. The above being the arrangement 
agrecd to regarding the transit dues, which will thus be levied once and 
for all, the notification required under Art. 28 of the Treaty of Tientsin, 
for the information of British and Chinese subjects, is hereby dis- 
penecd with.” 

Her Majesty's Government are unable to discover in either of the ar- 

ticles which have been recited, or in the rules which explain them, 

anything which gives colour to the view of the mercantile body in 
China as to the scope of these provisions in exempting foreign produce 

from municipal taxation, whether general or locil, when it has once 

passed into circulation in the country. The fair construction which 

ought, in the opinion of H. M.'s Government, to be placed on the3e pro- 

visions, whether viewed in their legal bearing or with reference to in- 

ternational usage, is, as regards imports, that foreign produce may be 

imported on payment of 5 per cent., and circulate in equal competition 

with similar Chinese products at the port and its vicinity, and may be 

placed at any specified place in the interior also fur purposes of equal 

competition with such Chinese produce, on payment of a transit duty 

of 24 per cent. in addition to the import duty; and, a3 regards exports, 

that for purposes of transit and exportation no more than 25 per cent. 

and 5 per cent. shall be respectively levied on native produce destined 

for foreign markets. In neitber case can it, they think, be legally con- 

tenled that there is anything to prevent the Chinese from charging 

whatever general municipal taxes are leviable on Chinese goods at the 

port or in the interior, ag regards imports, equally on foreign goods 

when once they enter into general circulation and consumption, and, 

as regards exports, upon Chinese produce before it has been purchased 

for exportation. But even if Her Majesty’s Government had shared 

the view expreazed by the memorialists as to the construction which 

should be placed upon the treaty stipulations bearing on this question, 

it would have been in their opinion very desirable that those stipu- 

lations should be revised and modified. It has been found, after ten 

years’ experience, that those stipulations are of a kind which the 

Chinese Government are, on the one hand, unable, even if they were 

willing, to fulfil, and which Her Majesty's Government, on the other 

hand, would be unwilling, even if they were able, to enforce. When 

treaty engagements are thus condemned in practice, the sooner they 

are revised the better; for their continuance can lead to nothing but 

dispute, inconvenience, and disappointment. It remains to consider 

how far the provisions of the present Convention afford a prospect of 
more satisfactory results. They are contained in the 4th Article, and 

are as follows :— 

“It ig agreed that native produce purchased in the interior by Bri- 
tish merchants furnished with the documents prescribed by the supple- 
mentary regulations shall pay all inland dues and charges on ita way 
to the treaty port. On the other part, China agrees that any such 
native produce, having paid all inland dues and charges on the way to 
the port from the place of purchase, shall be entitled to the return of 
any amount that may have been thus paid over and above the treaty 
transit due (half export duty), provided exportation by British mer- 
chants to a foreign port takes place within twelve months. It is fur 
ther agreed that native produce shipped to another treaty port shalt 
not be entitled to such refund.” 

The memorialists state that, although if certain immanity from exter- 
nal exaction could be secured in the Treaty Provinces, the addition of 
24 per cent. to be paid upon importation might not have been too high 
a price to pay for it, they doubt the possibility of thia result, and there- 
fore think that a certain loss will be inflicted on foreign trade for the 
sake of an uncertain advantage. Upon this statememt it must be 
observed, first, that Her Majesty's Government are bound to give great 
weight to the deliberate opinion expressed by Sir R. Alcock in his de- 
spatch of the 28th of October, that he has little doubt that the proposed 
arrangements, if ratified and carried into operation, will fairly secure 
the total exemption of textiles from further taxation in the nine 
TreatyProvincea, and that, ag no attempt could be made to strike 
a blow at the “ Peking” tax without a compulaory payment at 
the port ofentry, it isan experiment well worth trying. Secondly, that 
it is improbable that the Chinese Government would make, as regards 
so large a part of the empire, a concession of sovereign rights which 
they have so long and go atrenuously resiated on aufficient and equitable 
ground, unless they had seen their way to executive arrangementa 
which would enable them to give it effect, and to maintain equality of 
taxation between foreign and native products. Thirdly, that) the 
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Treaty Provinces being more within reach both of Consular interference 
and of the control of the Imperial Customs Executive, it may he sup- 
posed that abuses will be more readily detected, and redress more 
promptly obtained. Fourthly, that if after trial the proposed system 
should be found to fail, Her Majesty's Government will be free at any 
time to reopen negotiations and seek other combinations; and, fifthly, 
that public opinion in the Consular ports of China, as far ag it has been 
yet collected, appears to be very much divided as to the merita of the 
proposed arrangements, and that some portion of the mercantile 
community view them with favour and approval. While, there- 
fore, the memorialists (as Her Majesty’s Government are disposed to 
think) underrate on the one hand the probable advantages of the stipu- 
lation under consideration, they appear on the other greatly to exag- 
gerate and in some reapects to misapprehend the disadvantages with 
which it may possibly be attended, Inthe 12th paragraph it is stated, 
“*Tt appears from the 4th clauce of the 1st supplementary rule of the 
Convention that whenever British goods leave the Treaty Provinces and 
reach their declared destination they become liable to an impost which 
the local authorities may think proper to levy, and that, instead of 
being a step in advance, this stipulation is a distinct forfeiture of a 
former treaty privilege, and that the effect of the regulation will be to 
discourage the use of British manufactures in one half of China.” This 
statement rests upon the view taken by the memorialists of the rights 
conceded hy the Treaties of Nanking and Tientsin, which has been 
already fully explained. According to the construction which Her Ma- 
jesty’s Government place upon the terms of thoze treaties, no change 
whatever will take place in the legal liabilities of British goods in tran- 
sit in the non-Treaty Provinces, except that they will in all cases be 
eharged with the 2} per cent. transit duty upon importation as will as 
with the import duty of 5 per cent. Under the present regulations 
British goods are carried inwards, cither with or without transit passes. 
If with such passer, they are in precisely the same position as they will 
be under the precent Convention. If the merchant declines to take 
out a pass, his goods are liable to all the risks of extortion and internal 
taxation which have been co forcibly dwelt upon by the merc intile 
community, and which amount in most cases, unless unrecognised 
means ore found of evading them, to excecd very greatly the 2} per 
cent., and if, as is stated, in the province of Manchuria (where be it 
observed the Chinese Government has stated that the 25 per cont. duty 
shall not for the present be levied) no internal taxes are now levied, 
and the 2} per cent. if at any future time imposed would, therefore, 
constitute a new charge upon trade. It must be remembercd that 
whatcver may have been the case in the past, British trade possesses 
no security for the future, and that it is no slight advantage to have 
a fixed commutation of all possible prospective charges which it was 
always within the competence of the Chinese authoritics to impose. 
The memorialists make no remark on the effect of the regulations under 
Rule 2 of the new Convention, with respect to the transit of native 
produce intended for exportation, and Her Majesty's Government hope, 
therefore, that trey concur with them in thinking that they will prove 
advantageous in their tendency to prevent controversy and delay, by 
throwing the onus of keeping the transit dues within the treaty limit 
upon the officers of the Imper‘al Government at the port. It will be 
seen from these remarks that Her Majesty’s Government do not con- 
cur in the view taken by the memorialista, as to the probable effect of 
the proposed stipulations with respect to the trans t trade, but, on the 
contrary, they are of opinion that by simplifying existing rexulations, 
equalising the treatment of British and Chinese owned goods, and de- 
fining more clearly our treaty rights, they are calculated toencouragean:l 
protect the legitimate interc-t3 of British trade. Theyare bound, how- 
ever, to observe that, owing to the long continuance of what they believe 
be a misapprehension of treaty rights—a misapprehension which ap- 
pears to have been shared in some respects by Her Majesty's represen- 
tatives in China, and which has only been clearly brought to light 
during the recent negotiations—the mercantile community in China 
have naturally learnt to regard them a3 more extensive than Her Ma- 
at Government believe them to be, and interest’ and expectations 

ave arisen which are entitled to great consideration. The observa- 
tions of the memorialista in paragraph 18, with reference to the re- 
cognition of Chinese Consuls in British posscssions, do not call for any 
special remark, as it seems to Her Majesty's Government that the 
appointment of a Chinese Consul at Hong Kong, which is the only 
place where the clause will at present have any practical operation, 
appears to be a necessary corollary to its constitution as a treaty port, 
and that the memorialists make no suggestion as to the mode in which 
the contraband trade from Ifong Kong could be checked without Con- 
sular supervision. With respect to the provisions of Article J], referred 
to in paragraph 19 of the paper before them, Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment concur in the objections advanced by the memorialists, and they 
propose to suggest the omission or modification of the Article in ques- 
tion, which they think need involve no serious difficulty with the Go- 
vernment of China. 


Gentlemen, I thought that was the most respectful way of answering 
the Memorial which you have presented. You have observed, no 
doubt, that though we do not quite agree with you, we have atated 
fairly on what points we do disagree, and we ask you to consider our 
point of view just as we will consider youre. We have but a common 
interest together. I think thcre is some little alarm expressed, both in 
London and in the country, that this ratification will be hurried through. 
There is no intention of doing that. We shall have abundant oppor- 
tunities of again exchanging opinions, and if we can come nearer to 
agreement than we have done to-day I am sure it will bea source of 
great satisfaction tome. (loud cheers.) 


Mr. Matueson : Before the deputation separates I should like to 
aay, inthe name of the merchants of Lendon, that we are deeply grate- 
fal to your Lordahip for the great trouble you have taken in listening 
¢o us and reading your reply. 


Lord Ciargnpon : I am very much obliged to you, I need hardly tell 
you, that, although I have felt very great pleasure in meeting you here 
to-day, it is still my duty todo so. Whenever you think that the time 
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has come for a further exchange of ideas, I shall be most happy to meet 
you and place myself entirely at your disposal. (Cheers.) 
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THE HOME PRESS ON THE NEW CONVENTION 
(THE TIMES, MARCH 1st.) 

The deputation which yesterday waited on Lord Ciarendon repre- 
sented, beyond doubt, not only the interests of a very importint trade, 
but avery grave concurrence of opinion. ‘The popu'ation of China, 
ag was observed, is not leas than 400,000.000, and the total value of 
the Chinese trade already reaches £45,000,00) sterling. A conven- 
tion which influences the development of such a present and future 
commerce is of more consequence to the welfare of both countries than 
many a European treaty of historic fame. The China merchants, 
again, are the class whose interests the Government are most directly 
concerned in promoting, for the benefits we desire for the people of 
both countries can only be s2cured through their agency. It is, there- 
fore, at first sight, a strong objection to any convention that such 
persons are, as a whole, dissatistied with it. At the same time it 
is proper to hearin mind that merchants, like all other classes, are 
liable to take more narrow views, even of their own interests, than can 
be adopted hy an impartial observer, and that it may be the duty of 
a Government to promote arrangements which may be distasteful at 
the moment for the sake of an ultimate advantage. This is a considera- 
tion which isnot obscurely suggested in Lord Clarendon’s frank but cour- 
teous reply. He does not shrink from saying that “ Her Majesty's 
Government have held a very different opinion from the memorialists as 
to the limits within which it was dexirable, in the general and perma- 
nent interests of our commercial relations with China, to confine the 
recent negotiations. ‘The truth is that we have of late entered in some 
respects on a new policy in our intercourse with the Chinese Empire. 
We have resolved to deal rather with the central than with the local 
Governments, and traces of this change are clearly to be seen in the 
present Convention. It would not be unnatural if the mercantile com- 
munity, having built up their trade uader the old system, leoked for ex- 
tension in the old direction, and disliked the prospect of adapting them- 
selves to the new methods, There can be no doubt that in similar 
cases it has more than once been the duty of our Government to act 
ona wider view of mercantile interests than was adopted by merchants 
themselves. 

In this instance, moreover, it is important to observe that merean- 
tile opinion appears by no means unanimou:. Lord Clarendon is 
abundantly justified in saying that “public opinion in the Consular 
ports of China, vo far as it hag been yet collected, appears to be very 
much divided as to the merits of the proposed arrangements, and that 
gome portion of the mercantile community view them with favour aad 
approval.” Ifao, it is fairly certain the matter is not so, plain as the 
apparent unanimity of opinion among merchants in England would 
seem toimply. In fact, it ia clear from Lord Clarendon’s answer that 
not only the Deputation, but the mercantile community generally, 
have been under material misapprehension in respect to our present 
position. His reply is not a mere argumentative retort, but adduces 
substantial considerations which have hitherto been neglected. He 
brings to light what almost amount to new facts on the subject, and it 
is very possible our merchants may modify their opinions after taking 
into account these fresh elements in the question. The discussion has 
practically eliminated all points of dispute except two—the in 
duty on silk and the re-arrangement of the transit dues. With reapect 
to the first of these, Lord Clarendon represents that we have really 
made no new concession at all, but have simply submitted to an 
existing regulation, the fulfilment of which the Chinese had a right 
to demand of us. ‘‘The intention of the Treaty of Tientein was 
that China should receive a revenue calculated at the rate of 5 per comb. 
on the value of silk exported.” For administrative conveniemce aspe- 
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cific duty was fixed; but, in consequence of the rise in the price of Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, which, in point of importance 
silk, this has for some time been less than that which was intended by | and interest, has rarely been equalled. Sir Rutherford Alcock, who, 
both contracting parties, and it became a matter of simple justice to ' as Minister Plenipotentiary and Chief Superintendent of Trade at 


allow of its rectification. Unless this be an erroneous statement of 
facts, we do not see there is room for any further complaint on this 
head. But we, moreover, apprehend that we were not our own masters, 
Mr. Magniac said he would have preferred to rest contented with the 
Treaty of Tientsin, and to trust to time. But that Treaty expressly 
provides that “either of the contracting parties may demand a further 
revision of the tariff and of the commercial articles of that Treaty at 
the end of ten yearz,’’ so that, if we were to keep faith with the Chinese, 
we might have been compelled to accept thia increase independently 
of any counter concessions. It is a very important and advantageous 
point in the present Convention that no time is fixed for a further re- 
vision. It will consequently be in the power of our Government at 
“ any fulure time, should a fall in the price of silk enable them to do 
80, to fall back upon the stipulations of the Treaty of Tientsin, and to 
found an equitable claim on the Government of China for a correspond - 
ing reduction in the tax.” 

It would seem, then, that the only point really open to debate is 
that of the transit dues. This is the point on which the chief mis- 
apprehension of our present position has prevailed. We may roughly 
state that under the old system foreign and native produce was liable 
to an import or export duty of 5 percent., and to a transit duty, levied 
by the local officers, of 24 per cent. Now, the mercantile community, 
and, according to Lerd Clarendon, some even of Her Majesty's repre- 
sentatives in China, have supposed that these payments exempted such 
goods from any further municipal taxation, whether general or local. 
Consequently, when it is arranged by the present Convention that 
foreign goodg, after paying import and transit dues, shall circulate 
without further charge in the Treaty, but not in the non-Treaty Pro- 
vinces, it is objected that the exception of the non-Treaty Provinces 
isadecided step backwards. According, however, to Lord Claren- 
don, no such exemption is secured in our former Treaties, and, 
in fact, ‘‘neither in the French Treaty nor in any other Treaty 
concluded with any independent Power hag it been attempted 
to interfere with the right of internal municipal taxation.” The 
French, for example, have a perfect right to impose local taxe3 on 
British textiles, provided they impose similar taxea on French tex- 
tiles. This being the casc, it follows that in tbe non-Treaty Pro- 
vinces matters are left just as they were, while in the Treaty Pro- 
vinces we are at least promised the unquestioned advantage of exemp- 
tion from all charges, of whatever kind, in addition to the fixed tariff 
and transit dues. Lord Clarendon points out that under the old system 
we had no security against any future increase of municipal taxation, 
however arbitrary, whercas we are now promised “a fixed commutation 
of all possible prospective charges.” Here, again, unless the statement 
of facts be erroneous, the case of the memorialists in great part falls 
to the ground. The criticisns which have been passed on the subject 
have been conceived in ignorance of the fact-. It is a most unfortunate 
misapprehension, for which Lord Clarendon seems to admit that the 
represcntatives of the Government are in some degree to blame. He 
allows, indeed, that, in consequence, “interests and expectations have 
arisen which are entitled to consideration ;” but how this consideration 
is to be afforded he omits to state. 

The matter, then, appears finally reduced to one limited conside- 
ration. Supposing that the 24 per cent. transit dues paid at the port 
of entry will really relieve foreign produce from any further charge, it 
is admitted on all hands that the privilege would be cheaply bought at 
the price of the compulsory payment. The question is whether such 
exemption is likely to be secured in practice, and perhaps it is a 
question which it is almost impossible to answer beforehand, Jord 
Clarendon justly says that it is a point on which the Government are 
bound to give great weight to Sir Rutherford Alcock’s deliberate and 
responsible opinion. He states that ‘‘he haa little doubt the proposed 
arrangements will fairly secnre the total exemption of textiles in the 
nine Treaty ports.” It would be very difficult for the Government to 
accept the judgment of merchants in England in direct :ntagonism to 
that of an experienced representative ontheapot. Butit may be asked 
what motive the Chinese Government have for making this concession, 
if, like other portions of the treaty, it is so decidedly in our favour. A 

ossible answer is not hard to discern. Hitherto the transit dues have 
en locally levied,and the local authorities have derived the chief ad- 
vantage from them. Under the new arrangement the dues will go to 
augment the Impcrial revenue, and this is an object for which the 
Chinese Government might concede a good deal. But, it will be 
replied, the Imperial Government will secure this advantage to 
itself, and will then allow the local Governments to recoup them- 
selves by illegitimate extortions. This objection has been antici- 
pated by Sir Rutherford Alcock. The new arrangement will, he 
says, give the Imperial Government a more decided interest than 
it had before in the foreign trade. It will consequently be ren- 
dered more and more sensible of the advantage of encouraging com- 
merce, and it will thus be strongly interested in protecting foreign 
merchants from local exactions. [t may at this point occur to our 
readers that the Convention, in this respect, exactly falls in with the 
principles of policy recently adopted. As we observed at the outset, 
we have resolved to deal more with the central and lees with the local 
Governments. It is just possible that the mercantile community may 
feel themselves more secure in dealing with the local authorities, but 
it might be the duty of the Government to act on a broader principle. 
Admitting, however, that the question thus stated is fairly open to dis- 
cussion, there remains the security that this Convention is liable to 
revision atany future time. Sir Rutherford Alcock thinks it would be 
desirable, at all events, to accept the proposed plan as “an experi- 
ment.” If the experiment fails, it is in our power to seek other ar- 

rangements. 

(MORNING PosT, MARCH 2.) 

We published in our impression of yesterday a report of a discus- 

sion that took place between the great commercial firms who may be 


regarded as representing the trade of this country with China and the | relations to ourselves constita'ed on 
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Peking, represents Great Britain at once in her political and com- 
mercial character, has concluded with China a Convention modifying 
in many particulars the Anglo-Chinese Treaties of 1858 and 1860. 
That Convention is now awaiting ratification, and our great 
China houses, who view with strong disapprobation the provisions 
agreed to by Sir Rutherford Alcock, have come forward with an 
urgent protest against its ratification. A committee of the trade have 
presented a memorial to the Foreign-office, and Lord Clarendon has 
since received a deputation of unusual weight and importance, with 
whom he has fully gone into the provisions of the Treaty. It is almost 
needless to point out that our trade with the Eastern world is yearly 
becoming of more importance. The general public have probably to 
some extent become aware of the fact, even if want of observation and 
absence of special knowledge prevent them from appreciating the 
high degree of its influence. Those, however, who have carefully 
watched the phenomena of manufacturing development on the Con- 
tinent of Europe have become impressed with a conviction that 
the rapid advance of our nearer neighboura and customers, conse- 
quent on the accumulation of capital encouraged by prolonged peace 
and security for property, is year by year restricting the elbow-room 
which we have enjoyed for more than a century, and that it is daily 
becoming a more generally recognised truth, that sound commercial 
policy demands that we should betime look to the East and its half- 
civilised peoples for new openings. and that we should endeavour to 
find and establish there the position which we have hitherto held 
among the nations of the West. Lord Clarendon, it ia manifest, clearly 
sees and keenly appreciates this fact, and it is, we cannot doubt, this 
perception and appreciation that have prompted the construction of 
the Convention which Sir Rutherford Alcock has concluded, and which 
the China merchants utterly condemn. 

The objects which are most prominently pnt forward in opposition 
to the Convention are that Sir Rutherford Alcock has acceded toa dis- 
advantageous increase in the export duties on silks; that be has con- 
sented to the establishment of a Chinese Consulate at Hong Kong; 
that his provision with regard to the payment of drawbacks is defec- 
tive, as well as that with regard to bonded warehouses; that he has 
made a mischicvous muddle in meddling with the most favoured 
nation clause ; that he has not secured equivalence of concessions ; and, 
finally, that in his rearrangement of the system of transit duties he 
has involved our merchants in the hazard of great exactions. It will 
be seen that most of the objections thus put forward concern details 
rather than principles, and details which are capable of present adjust- 
ment or future modification. On most of these points Lord Claren- 
don’s answers were plain and safficient; and it may with advantage be 
pointed ont to our traders further, that they misunderstand the cha- 
racter of the Commercial Treaties, of which that between England 
and France was the first example. Under the Protective system those 
treaties were necesgarily were necessarily treaties of reciprocity, and 
each contracting nation expected—and properly expected—to obtain 
from the other perfectly equivalent concessions. That international 
position obtains no longer, and all that we now look for is the securing 
by treaty a practical advancement of Free Trade doctrines, which ex- 
perience has shown us we cannot procure by the influence of abstract 
dogmas We invite our merchants to take this view of the treaties of 
the present day into consideration. 

The real point, however, upon which the difference of view between 
Lord Clarendon and the China traders turns is, as it appears to us, one 
of Imperial policy, which is only collaterally connected with commer- 
cial systems or commercial details. We have hitherto treated China 
as & country decentralised in the highest degree, and we have dealt 
with the outskirts of her civilisation and the offshoots of her Imperial. 
ism instead of with the theoretical centre of her power. We have looked 
to mandarins governing districts instead of tothe Monarch govern- 
ing an Empire. Ourselves and the French broke through that system 
of treatment, no doubt, when we invaded China and burnt the Palace 
of the Emperor in hia capital; but still we have hitherto generally 
conducted trade by coercing or bribing local authority. Lord Clarendon 
thinks that the time has arrived when policy and justice demand that 
this system should be abandoned, and when China, as an Empire, should 
be treated and dealt with internationally on a footing of equality, as 
we treat with France or with Austria. This is really the idea which 
underlies, as it seems to us, the present Convention, and which has 
dictated the changes which Sir Rutherford Alcock has been instructed 
to introduce into the system of transit duties. We do not feel quite 
sure—for their language on this head is not so distinct as it might be— 
whether our China traders perceive Lord Clarendon’s idea. They, how- 
ever, resist it, possibly not consciously, but nevertheless strongly, if 
indirectly, by their opposition to the new arrangement for paying the 
transit duties in block at the port of import instead of, as heretofore, 
having them levied literally in ¢ranaitu. Lord Clarendon’s object is that 
the duties should go direct into the Imperial Treasury. It is with him, 
as we have remarked,a matter of State policy. The traders, avoiding the 
question of policy, oppose the change propcsed, because they do not believe 
in the value of the ‘‘ pass” which the Central Government will give them, 
and areintimately convinced that the mandarins, with their local powers, 
which the Imperial Government has no sufficient control over, will get the 
money out of the passage of the English goods just as they did before 
the Convention was agreed to. That, we take it, is the real iseue be- 
tween the Foreign-office and the trade. Which is right can only be 
decided by actual experiment, and the question which we now, there- 
fore, come to is this —Has the time arrived at which it is politic and 
fitting to make that experiment? Upon this the observations of the 
trade throw no light—a circumstance mach to be regretted, as Sir 
Ratherford Alcock, a man not only of tried ability, but of remarkable 
appreciation of Eastern character and Eastern phenomens, has, beyond 
doubt, strongly recommended Lord Clarendon now to try the experi- 
ment, and to make an attempt to place the eran Government in 
m 
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(STANDARD, MARCH 1.) ; 
Lord Clarendon addressed a long and rambling reply toa deputation 
he received yesterday, in reference to the new Chinese Convention, but it 
_ig singularly difficult to extract any substantial comfort from his re- 
marks. He considers that the increase in the import duty on opium 
and the export duty on silk, and also the new stipulations for the im- 
‘ portation and transit of British textiles in the Treaty Provinces, instead 
of being a concession to China, as they are regarded by the memorial- 
ista, should be accepted ‘‘as an arrangement mutually advantageous 
to both contracting countries.” Would Lord Clarendon be disposed 
to consider that the commercial classes of France, for instance, would 
regard an export duty on English coal, and an import duty established 
by this country on French wines, an arrangement mutually advanta. 
geous to both contracting countries? That would be one precisely 
parallel at all events to the arrangement instituted under the new 
Convention. Continuing his defence of that document, the Foreign 
Secretary discoversan argument in its favour nolessremarkable in its way 
than his opinion on the point just noticed. The absence of any fixed term 
for a further reviaion of the l'reaty willenable Her Majesty’s Government 
atany futuretimce to fall back upon thestipulations of the Treaty of Tient- 
sin ; that is to say, the Convention, which pretends to be an improve- 
ment on that Treaty is to be accepted with gratitude because if it is 
conclusively proved by experience to be injurious to the interests of 
trade it will be possible to revert to the old system. At the cutset of 
his remarks, and before reading his prepared reply to the memorialiste, 
Lord Clarendon said that, with respect to the concessions that had 
been obtained by the Treaty, “there was no single thing to be got 
which was not extorted by fear, and, as it were, at the cannon’s mouth; 
but under the altered circumstances of the case, and having placed 
China in the rank of civilised nations, they had now to endeavour no 
longer to carry their point by force.” But by whom has China been 
placed in the rank of civilised nations? First of all, Lord Clarendon 
commits one mistake, and then, paying no attention to various re- 
marks which have been made on that head, he defends a second by an 
appeal to the first. We fear that future effurts to vindicate the teach- 
ings of common sense and experience in reference to our policy in 
China must be made elsewhere than in his lordship’s room at the 
Foreign-office. 
(THE DAILY NEWS, MARCH 2.) 

During the period when the late Mr. Burlingame was endeavouring 
to place the relations between the Emperor of China and_the Western 
Powers on a sensible footing, the representative of Great Britain at the 
Court of Peking was engaged in negotiating a new Convention with the 
Chinese authorities. In the Treaty of Tientsin provision was made for 
its revisal every ten years. On both sides the propriety of some changes 
being made has been acknowledged. The British merchants desired 
fresh concessions, while the Chinese Government claimed the assent of 
our representatives to several alterations. Most important among the 
privileges which the merchants of this country wished to enjoy was 
that of forwarding goods from the seaboard to the interior without 
their being liable to duties on the way, and of covering and extinguish- 
ing every claim by making asingle payment. Divided as China is into 

rovinces nearly as large as the most important States in the American 

Jnion, and much larger than several of the European kingdoms, 
the question as to the right of transit has alwaya been a knotty one. 
The Governors of these provinces have always been accustomed to levy 
what taxes they pleased, and to do so in a way best calculated to ensure 
a return. Practically they have acted with entire independence of the 
Central Government. There is nothing singular or barbarous in this 
arrangement. It is not unlike that which prevailed in France when 
the several provinces had their own Custom-houses; and the existence 
of a similar state of things has chiefly contributed to prevent the unity 
of Germany from becoming an accomplished fact. Just in the same way 
the circumstance that the Chinese local magnates have so much personal 
power, and the provinces so great an amount of independence, operates 
adversely to the consolidation of that huge Celestial Empire. Yct this 
drawback is one for the consideration of the Chinese themselves, rather 
than a subject about which wefshould take action. Our representatives 
must deal with things as they are, and make as good a bargain as can 
reasonably be concluded. In this case they have done all that lies within 
their power. The Convention provides for the transit of goods through 
the provinces in such a way as to remove the abuses hitherto complained 
of, and gives increased security to foreign merchants. . . . 

The London merchants trading with China are by no means satisfied 
with these terms. They have made a formal complaint to Lord Claren- 
don, but have failed to convince him that his view is erroneous, and 
that their demands are just and politic. The increase of the duty on 
opium is one, he told the members of the deputation, which affects the 
revenues of British India much more than it does the business which 
any one of them conducts. As for the increased duty on silk, it 
simply amounts to a readjustment of the provisions of the Treaty 
of Tientsin, such as the Chinese authorities had special grounds 
for demanding, irrespective of any concessions to be made in 
return. The complainants considered it a grievance that the 
Chinese Government should impose taxes on foreign produce when 
once it had passed from the merchants’ hands and got into gencral 
circulation ; and that licences should have been issued to authorise 
certain persons to trade in silk. This is equivalent, as Lord Clareri- 
don shrewdly remarked, to setting up a claim to dictate to the Chinese 
on the subject of municipal taxation, and the same reasoning would 
have justified them in complaining of our conduct in issuing licences 
to dealers in tea. In reply to the complaint as to the appointment of 
Chinese Consuls in British possessions, Lord Clarendon told the depu- 
tation that after Hong Kong shall become a treaty port, the presence 
of a Consul there is indispensable in order to check contraband tradc. 
He might have added that the appointment of Consuls by the Govern- 
ment of China within the dominions of (treat Britain was but a corol- 
lary to the appointment of Consuls in China by our Government. 
Unless this reciprocity be practised, it is absurd to contemplate carry- 

ing out the principles of international equity, or the enforcement of in- 
ternational Jaw between this country and Chiua. . . The Chinese 
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difficulty is only an example of the way in which disputes arise between 
the nations of the East and West. A treaty is extorted at the sword's 

point. The Eastern Power does ita utmost to disregard obligations 
which it did not willingly concede, while the merchants who follow in 
the track of the victorious army or navy conduct themselves as if their 
treaty rights were co extensive with their desires and their pecuniary 
interests. This is not the way in which the people of two Euro- 
pean States act towards each other, nor is it the way in which 
a State which boasts of its enlightenment and civilisation ought 
to deal with another which it looks upon as eunk in darkness 
and barbarism. To enforce this obvious, but often forgotten maxim, 
the Jate Mr. Burlingame exerted himself with creditable zeal. Not 
satisfied with negotiating treatics with one or two Powers, he had re- 
solved to bring all the Great Powers of the world to an understanding 
with the Empire of China, and thus pledge them to treat that Empire 
as they would treat one of their own numbcr. The difficulties of the 
task are not those which lic on the su:face so much as those which 
escape the eye of the ordinary observer. Treaty making is an occupa- 
tion in which the most dvbased, as well as the most cultivated of 
nations, can engage. The wildest tribes in Africa and America are 

always ready to make a treaty, provided they are of opinion that some- 

thing is to be gained thereby. The puzzle is how to make them observe 

a treaty as a solemn and binding contract, one which no trifle will alter 
and no temptation sway. Ifthe savage thinks the occasion opportune for 
adding to the number of his wives or horses, or cnlarging his ghastly 

collection of the forefingers and scalpa of his foes, he never scruples to 

dig up the hatchet, smear himself with war-paint, and sally out on the 

war path. A treaty influences him no longer than it suits his purpose 

to acknowledge its obligation. The Chinese are very different per- 

sons from the intractable Indians of America. They can boast of a 

civilisation far older than our own ; of a Icaroing as recondite as that 

of the most highly educated among the nations. Yet the solemnity of 
treaty obligations has never been adequatcly apprehended by the Go- 
vernment of China. They have made promises with the apparent in- 

tention of breaking them at the most convenient season. They have 
inspired no confidence either in their ability to discharge their inter- 
national duties, or their anxiety to act as they would have others act 
towards them. In the opinion of Mr. Burlingame, the determina- 
tion to turn over a new leaf had becn scriously arrived at by the 
Chinese Government. His Jabours were undertaken with the single 
object of convincing the world of that which had become his own deli- 
berate conviction. Unhappily his carcer has been cut short befure the 
proof of his assertions could be supplied. Nevertheless, the views 
which he entertained have not died with him. Lord Clarendon has 
given unmistakable tokens of his desire to afford the Government of 
China no excuse for complaining that it is harshly and exceptionally 

treated. Had it been otherwise, his answer to the deputation repre- 
senting the merchants of London would have been couched in a very 
different tone. Should his policy be as successful as it deserves to be, 
the thanks of every friend of rational progress and honourable peace 
will be accorded him in unstinted measure. It is as much for the 
profit of England as of China that a policy of bluster enforced by gun- 
boats should be superseded by discussions terminating in formal, satis- 
factory, and binding treaties. 
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It can hardly be said that Lord Clarendon, in his reply to the depu- 
tation which waited upon him on Monday, makes out a case for the 
ratification of the Chinese Convention. One important article—that 
which binds us not to take the benefit of any concessions to one foreign 
country unless upon the conditions under which the concession is 
granted, which would have placed our commercial interests at the mercy 
of every other foreign Power—is to be abandoned. This resolution itself 
discredits our envoy very much, for he argues very strenuously in 
his despatch in favour of the clause, though the Government are 
obliged to give it up as indefensible. The ground of defence 
for the other points again is often very different from that of 
Sir Rutherford Alcock’s despatch. The Government make a great deal, 
for instance, of the fact that a revision of the Treaty was unavoidable, 
and that we could not have refused an increase of the silk duty, where- 
as Sir Rutherford Alcock, though mentioning this defence, cxpatiates 
chiefly on the slight importance of the additional duty. But this new 
defence is manifestly insufficient. It was our business a‘ least both to 
press on the Chinese Government the expediency of not increasing any 
export duty for their own sakes, and to insist that the proposed 
increase was unreasonable, although the price of silk had been 
high, on account of that increase being due to exceptional and tem- 
porary causes. With a vigorous Silk Supply Association established 
at home to foster the growth of abundant and chvap silk, it is very 
strange to find our diplomatists coolly basing their arrangements on 
the assumption that silk will be dear. In regard to the new import 
duties again, the defence simply is that the Government felt bound to 
place a great dea! of weight on the authority of Sir Rutherford Alcock. 
He thinks the experiment of the willingness of the Chinese to prevent 
irregular exactions in certain parts of the interior worth trying. 
But Sir Rutherford Alcock appears to lave so obviously miscaleu- 
lated the working of other clauses, that, though he must be 
supposed to understand the Chinese Government best, the con- 
fidence of the Foreign-office in his opinion cannot really be very great. 
The Chinese Government with their prejudices have no motive to 
carry out the arrangements. They gct the increased duty compulso- 
rily at the ports, leaving the task of fighting the provincial officials to 
the merchants. If they were really anxious for the arrangement, no- 
thing would be casier than to carry it out voluntarily, as the merchants 
would most thankfully submit to the extra percentage if they per- 
ceived that it really secured them freedom from subsequent exactions. 
Another strong point of Lord Clarendon is the supposed ease with 
which the Treaty can be revised and .amendments made in future. 
But this is equally true of existing arrangements, and no argument at 
all for a new and doubtful experiment. We had better remain as we 
are till some evidence appears of a more favourable dispozition in 
China towards commercial intercourse. 


